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PREFACE. 


— — 


FA OD having been pleaſed to grant me a fa - 
mily of children, and ſome of them now. 
growing up towards the years of diſcretion, I 
wiſhed to lay a few ſerious reflections before 
them, which might be read at leiſure, in private, 
and which, through the divine bleſſing, might 
promote the end of thoſe converſations, which 
my duty and love have induced me at other times 
to hold with them. 1 ſuppoſed too, that ſuch a 
thing as a little book, particularly addreſſed to 
each of them, might be received with the more 
attention, and be more carefully and frequently 
read, as a particular pledge of my regard ; and 
for this end, I have left a blank for the name, to 
be added by the pen, at the head of the firſkpage, 
And J have alſo preſumed, that what might 
uſeful or acceptable to my own young people, 
might, if approved of by their friends, be not 
diſagreeable or uſeleſs to others ; and therefore 
I have ventured to treſpaſs on the world with this 
little piece, which, if only the purpoſe of it be 
conſidered, claims the candour and allowance 


of the pious and intelligent reader. 
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iv PREFACE. 

I found it more difficult than I at firſt ap- 
prehended, to go through a taſk of this kind, fo 
as to bring down the high ſubjects, of which I 
treat, to the apprehenſion of young capacities, 
without too much degrading thoſe ſubjects on 
the one hand, or without perplexing the young 
people on the other. Probably I have not ſuc- 
ceeded according to my wiſh at laſt. Probably 
there are, from the very ſublimity of ſome things 
mentioned, difficultzes, which, without further 
aſſiſtance, may be embarraſling ; and, eſpecially, 
as I mean this piece for a Catechetical Supple- 
ment, in which the method of bringing youth 
into a juſt acquaintance with the New Teſta- 
ment by means of the Old, is, fo far as I know, 
unattempted before, at leaſt in the order of the 
offices of the bleſſed Trinity in the Godhead. 
J muſt take leave therefore to call upon thoſe, 
who think theſe papers worthy the attention of 
themſelves or their children, to help me out; 
and I believe, that I need not uſe many perſua- 
ſions to religious and affectionate parents or 
friends, to clear up important ſubjects to young 
perfons, or to anſwer their queſtions. If this 
tract may lead thele only to aſk ſuch queſtions 
of the others, as may tend to gain right inform- 
ation; I ſhall be ready-to hope, that neither 
their trouble in anſwering, nor mine in writing, 
will be entirely thrown away. ; | 


I I would hope too, that this little book may 
not improperly be put into the hands of ſome ſe - 
rious grown perſons, who have not had the ad- 
vantages of education, but who would be glad of 
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ſome (though but ſhort) informations, reſpecting 
ſubjects of the moſt liberal, as I am ſure they 
will be concerning thoſe of the moſt laſtin 
importance. Such will have the kindneſs to Fr 
penſe with the form of the addreſs, originally 
- meant for younger -perſons, and receive what 
they can find proper for themſelves, though it 
be (as it were) over the ſhoulders of the others. 
The papers were deſigned for youths between 
ten and eighteen years, or upwards, the ages of 
ſome of my children; though, I own, there are 
ſeveral things in them, eſpecially in the more 
religious parts, which may try the capacities of 
older perſons, however beneath them ſome other 
reflections may be found. As I wiſhed to lay 
before them a general view of the principles and 
doctrines of religion, I could not omit ſome 
truths, which, after all, may only be fit for more 
advanced years and more eſtabliſhed underſtand- 
ings. It is probably impoſſible, in writing upon 
ſo comprehenſive a ſubject, to be entirely upon 
the level with all: at leaſt, I do not pretend to 
any ſuch thing, but intreat the kind aſſiſtance of 
religious parents, and more able inſtructors than 
myſelf, to carry up or bring down the hints I have 
ſubmitted, according to the minds of thoſe whom 
they may allow to read them. : 3 


I cannot conclude this preface without taking 
the liberty of ſuggeſting, though to ſerious per- 
ſons it may be quite unneceſſary, that none f 


our endeavours or inſtructions, however diligent _— 


we may, and certainly ought to be, in employing 
them, can be of any ſolid or laſting uſe, without 
1 | a greater 


vi PREFACE. 
a greater help than our own; and therefore T 
ladly believe, that none of this character will 
— a moment to join their prayers with 
mine, that God in theſe, as toell as in all other 
things may be glorified, and that the young people, 


committed by his providence to our charge, may 


be edified and eſtabliſhed in every good way and 
work through CHRIS Ja8sus. Amen. 
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MY DEAR CHILD, 
OU have been' taught the felt 


Y 


* * 
of 
knowledge, and are now able to — . 


- and to reflect upon many things. It is therefore pro- 


per for you to ſeek for more and more inſtruction, 
and to lay up in your memory all the good leffons, 
which you have received, or may yet have the happi⸗ 
neſs to learn, from your friends. Nothing is- 
delightful as true knowledge, as you will, I _ 
always find for your comfort ; and I will add, 


order to encourage your enquiries, ſcarce anything 15 


more pleaſant to a liberal mind than to teach thoſe. 
who are willing and glad to be taught. I per 
myſelf, then, chat you: will have ſome pleaſure in 
reading theſe Hortdiſcourſes,which I now la before. 


you, and which I only mean fon a beginning or 


ſketch of the moſt neceſſary and important thoughts 

and ſtudies. Thale, 1 1 3 you will hereafter 
"bleſſing, as your. mind 

Sathers ſtrength 145 underſtanding; and if you a 

pleaſed and informed, which I top, from 5 

ſenſe God hath been pleaſed to give you! 

the" caſe, I ſhall rejoice in leading you, tha 


vice, which are the rain of thouſands of 
dren, and . * ** upon them 
15 7 | e 


CREATION. 
unhappineſs, both in this world and in the world 
„ ine will ee ber 
- But, as pains mine 0 
without God's " bleſing, let me defire „ both 
before you read this little baok, and . all 
your future ſtudies, to make uſe of _ A ſhort 
prayer will loſe no time, but perhaps ſave you a 
| great deal more trouble than you are now aware of. 


. have no other, you may take the following 
r preſent aſſiſtance. 
all-good, help me, I beſeech t 88 
= K 3 all thin 
* 
fe Lenght, whatever may be right — 
gb me for others. O let me not be like 
wickedneſs, aubo now not the path of wiſdom. Bleſs 
ae in my preſent reading, and fix in my beart ſuch ine 
„ as may lead me up, continual help, 
to "arther and greater attainments. may 1 ftill be 
grown 
mind, and at length recerue the end of all knowledge and 
inſtrudtion, even the everlaſting happineſs of my ba a and 


for you 
Oblej td Lon D Gop Almighty, whoart all-wiſ and 
er to learn, aid make me 
the fe bl ie underſtanding, nor yet like the lovers 
ledge of thee and of thy truth, tech fog ty weary nd 
gin grace and in all meekneſs and bumbleneſe of 
Soul, through A* Caur1sT the Redeemer. 


CHAP. I. 


Of GOD. | 
| dear 2 you have both 
12 underſtood 2422 the foregoing prayer.— i 
We will now go on t r in e ing ſo 


me 
things, which may er the end of your defire, 


and the happineſs you prayed 
You prayed, my dear, toGep.—Did you ever 


Wink upon th ana. end —Whas js God t— [| 


CREATION. 
Can you anſwer this queſtion yourſelf? Or would 
you Aich me to anſwer it for you?—l will believe, 


. 
95 
. 


that you would rather hear me at preſent cancern- 


this great point, than ſpeak it yourſelf, 
2 Co fands or he ard of beings, 
that is, the Beginner of all things, by whom they 
were made, are preſeryed, and alſo anſwer the 
end for which they were made. For this reaſon, he 
calls himſelf the Cx BAT OR, or Maker. Neither yau, 
nor I, nor the earth, nor any other r creature, 
upon it, nor the ſun, moon, and ſtars, which we ſee 
in the ſkies, nor angels, nor heaven, nor any thing 
elſe, could have been at all, or could continue to be 
in the order and place they now hold, without the 
creation and. ſupport of this great and wonderful 
Gop. Aud he made all theſe things out of nothing, 
which is the true ſenſe of creating them, by 
greatneſs af his power. Nothing exiſted or had. 
a being from eternity but God; though many be- 
ings will exilt to eternity by his appointment. Thus, 
there was a time, when you were nothing. It is 
but a little while ſince you hegan to live: and God 
by his providence and irection gave you your 
life. God alſo maintains and preſerves the ſame 
life from day to day. For this purpoſe he gives 
vou air to breathe, and food to nouriſh you, and 
cloathes to warm you, and a thouſand gaod things. 
belides to make you healthful and happy. You 


could not have made yourſelf; and I helieve you 
are ſenſible, that you. cannot ſypport yaurlelf, 


Nor could your friends before you. They — 
ſupported, | h God's order, by others before. 
them, and thaſe others by others before, even up 


tp che beginning, when God made the firt man 


| woman, and ſettled this courie of generations. 
ing each other without interruption, and ſo to 
9 dhe wand. 
= | ; : ; 
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4 CcnEATION: | 
This is the firſt notion, which I with you to dhe 


have concerning Gop. If you g me we! 
rightly, you will perceive, that you 2 75 ELRST wel 
BEING, muſt have been, _ 5 Wiſe, cie: 
Good, Holy, Happy, 4 2 lon 1 you laſt 
will alfo perceive, our 7 * and — Go 
er to enjoy them, come entirely frpm, him rc 
regen oc age 10 depend oye bm Noe * 
for every one of them now and for ever. of 
Dp pon the true apprehenſion of this, I ſhall r tha 
lead youon tothe fa nl — 
rc 
0 HA . , the 
. dy dimine Ranolaving . NN 
ERHAPS, my dear child, will wonder in 
how I came to know any t ing about God ; wi 
becauſe nobody ſees him, in the manner we fee one ho 
| another, and becauſe we often hear, that he dwells Ca 
in heaven, which is a high and holy place, far ve 
beyond our fight, and probably millions of miles be 
from this earth on which we live. He wells there G 
in a certain particular manner, though Ki Wis h 
is every where, and fills all things. * g 
- It is true, I know nothing by myſelf tl 


. God ; nor could the wiſeſt men in the world have 
. ever found him out by their own underſtand; 

You might ſooner put St. Paul's church, or a 
whole earth, into-a-nut-ſhell, than a God 
truly of yourſelf. God kinew that 6 is · muſt be the 


caſe with you and me, and. with all pl; md | 
1 ht or inſpired-ſome men 
of — all the things, which were for 


them and us to knowand believe, . — himſelf 
and concerning the world about us. Theſe men, 
ſome of the firſt of whom were called Putriarchs, 


Se —— 7 


* 


ö 


* 
. 
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them the will of God; and ſome after them, who 


were called prophets, or ſeers, that is, perſons who 
were enabled. by God to foretel7 or foreſte the mer- 


cies. which God had ordained for his people; and 


ow og apoftles, who were meſſengers, or men /ent of 
God, to declare the fulfilment of his truths and 


| PR \ Theſe good men, I ſay, were inſtructed 


y Gad, and ordered to teach people the ſure means 


ol life and peace. Theſe were (as I ſaid) inſpired, 


that is, received divine wiſdom from the Holy 
Spirit, for the purpoſe: And what they thus learned 
from him, they were directed to write down for 
the inſtruction of others. They, therefore, wrote 
that bleſſed volume, called the Bible, that is, The 
bout, becauſe it is the book of books, no other be- 

ing like it, or having ſuch wiſdom or uſe, in the 
world. It is alſo called rhe holy ſcriptures, that is, the 
holy wwritings, becauſe whatever is written therein, 
came from God, and is to be read with awe and re- 
verence by man. It is alſo named the word of Ged ; 
becauſe it contains God's will, God's promiſes, and 
God's threatenings, all of which he will be true to 
his word in performing. You are ſenſible, that no 


good man will be worte than his word; and ſurely 


therefore God cannot. 
Look over this book attentively. You ſee it is 


divided into two parts; one of which is entitled 


the Old Teftament, and the other the New Teſtament. 
The rt of theſe, which, is the larger, was writ- 
ten by holy men of God before the coming of 
Chriſt into the world, who, was born of the virgin 
Mary, now almoſt 1800 years ago; and the fecond, 
or ſmaller, by other holy men, after Chriſt went 
up into heaven. Of this, and ſome other things, 
ve will talk hereaftec. It is proper, and may ſerve 
ſor the preſent, that you ſhould know from whence 


'-  youand all others muſt receive the only true know- 


ded'se you can have of God, and what you are te 
3 A 3 expect 
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expect from him, and what is your duty in the 


world. For, as you were not made for nothing, 
nor came into the world juſt to look about you, ot 
to play, or to paſs your time only for this earth, 
ed much leſs for evil and folly, or ruin, which is 
the end of evil and folly; ſo you ought to defire 
to learn what God has to teach in his holy word, 
and eſpecially as he tells us nothing in it, but what 
tends to make us both wiſe and happy.  _ 


Read the ſcriptures, then, and mind what you 


read. If you cannot underſtand ſome things, re- 
member, there was a time when you underſtood 
nothing; and what — now know was not known 

all at once, but was known by degrees. I ſpeak this 
to encourage you. Beſides, your friends will be glad 
to help you, as far as they can, whenever you ſhall 
aſk them ſuch queſtions, as may be for your good 
to be anſwered, I will only add, in this place, the 
advice of the wiſeſt of men, which I muſt beg you 


always to remember: Jruft in the Lon p with all 


thine heart ; and lean unto thine own underſtanding. 


I all thy ways acknowledge him, and fe ſhall direct 


thy paths. Prov. iii. 5, 6. 


On the Perſens in the Godhead. 


F TOLD you, my dear child, in a former chapter, 
what | thought was the firſt notion you can 
properly have concerning God; and I have alſo 
aſſured you, that I had it from the ſcriptures, 
What theſe ſay further concerning God, I will 
endeavour ſhortly to ſet before you; becauſe, in 
the right knowledge of God, 1s contained the 
right knowledge of every thing elſe, and becauſe, 
without this, we live for nothing or worſe than 
nothing in the world. e e 


c 
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When God revealed his name, he called him - 
felf JEHOVAH.- This name you have often ſeen, 
and it ſignifies, ** nA that is, and LI VES eternally, 
from himſelf, and by his own power, and that gives 
being and life to every thing elſe.” Remember 
this. He is Lob, er Raler over all; the Au- 
thor and Giver of your life, and the conſtam-Pre- 
ferver of it. 1 8 9 2 
He is ONE God, and can be but ONE. «© There 
is no God beſide” as he himſelf fays, in the firſt 
commandment, He is not one, as each of his crea- 
tures is one, but one in a manner peculiar or pro- 


per to himſelf; concerning which we can know 


nothing, but ſo far as he hath been pleaſed to in- 
form us. He, according to his own word, is One 
in Three, and Three in One; that is, there are 
three perſons, called in the Bible, Farther, Sor, and 


8 Holy Gheft, or Smit; and theſe three are, in the 
fame Bible, called One God, or one Jehovah. I do 
not expect you to 


| hend fully at prefent, this 
great and wonderful truth, which God hath given 
us; but I defire you, however, to keep it in mind, 
as a truth which may be of the greateſt conſequence 
to your future knowledge of divine traths, and 
which is indeed the foundation of all that I have to 
ſay. When you uſe the word Hallelu-zan, remem- 
ber that you call upon others to join with you in 


praiſing this JEHovar (for it means, Praiſe ye 


h,“ or © Jehovah,” which are nearly the fame), 
and that you deſire, by that word, to give glory 
to the FarHER, and to the Sov, and to the toes 
GnosT,” in whoſe name yow were baptized, and 


dy whom you have obtained preſent life, and can 


alone hope for eternal ſalvation. 
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CREATION. 
On Gon the Far HER, as CREATOR. 


THE Lord. tells us in his word, that in the 


f beginning God [i. e. the three Perſons in 
the one Jehovah] created the bea ven and the earth, 


Gen. i. 1. and in another place, that God created all 


things by IEsus CurisT; Eph, ni, 9. by him all 
rhings wore created that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or porwers all things 
avere created BY him, and FOR him; And he is before 
all things, and by him all things conſiſt, Col. i. 16,17; 
and in another place, that the SPIRIT of God moved 
upon the face of the waters, Gen. i. 2. yielding his 
influence at the Creation of all things. 

| You ſee, my dear child, by this account, which 
God hath given us, and God only could have given 
it: and becauſe he hath given it, it muſt be true, 
for that holy being is too wife and too good to lie 


and deceive ; I ſay, you ſee by this account, that 


Father, Son, and Spirit created all things, as being 
the one God-Creator. And he created all for his 
own glory, and to deal out his own goodnels for the 
happineſs of his creatures. How ought you and 
I then to love him, who hath made us what we are, 
and given us all we enjoy! He framed our bodies, 
and he formed our minds. Theſe, it we inquire 
into them at all, are full of aſtoniſhing wonders ; 
and the more we inquire, and the more we can 
perceive, the more aſtoniſhing do the wonders ap- 
pear. And when we rightly ſee his marvellous 


works, and bountiful detigns, under any form or 
in any manner, they at once, from their contrivance, 


raiſe our ſurprize, and for their kindneſs demand 
our praiſe; And the more we ſearch into them, the 
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| more wiſe and ptecife do they all appear, which 


is far from being the caſe with the little works of 
his creatures. When we come into the deepeſt ſe- 
crets of human wiſdom, the charm is at an end; 
but whether we dive into the greater or leſſer works 


of Jehovah; whether we behold the outward diſ- 


play of ſkill, ar the inward exactneſs of perfection; 
all tends to amaze us, and ſtrike our minds with 
awe, ſo as to make us. bene in rapture, What 
batin:Gad <otoght: © | 
Let us take 2 light view together of ſome of 
God's works, which are the true ſubjects of human 
knowledge.and learning: and I will try to ſpeak of 
them very: plainly; that you may underſtand what a 
Wr q pleaſant a matter. | 


&s ' " FH 


CHAP, Wea | 


'On the far Heavens. 


you have adden deen out in the open air after 
the ſun has been ſet, and ſeen multitudes of 
what are called ſtars, glittering throughout the ſky. 
Theſe are very diſtant from us, more diftant per- 
haps: than you have ever imagined. A million of 
miles is a long: way for you and me; nay, ourſelves 
are fo mall, that we can ſcaree be ſeen at little 


more than the diſtance of a mile in the cleareſt 


day; but a million of millions is a ſhort line, com- 
— — of ſome of the ſtars from 
each other, or from us. It is this diſtance which. 
makes theſe ſtars appear ſo ſmalk to us; though: 
manyi of them,are larger than the earth we live on, . 


by many thouſand times. The ſun. is reckoned hy 


ſome; tu be at leaſt a million of times bigger chan 
tha earth, and to be above ningty millions aſ our 
miles diſtant from K.—L fancy, are furprized,. 
any. dear; but let 3 ö things lead * | 
02 | 5 
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to admire the greatneſs of God. Theſe, th 
immenſely great, have a bound, a certain 
which may be meaſured ; but he is unbounded, — 
of his bein in any and every ſenſe, there is no end. 

The ftudy of the heavenly body is called Afro- 
nomy ; a Greek word, ſignifying the law or order, 
which God hath given to the ſtars; and the peo · 
ple, who ſtudy this law or feience particularly, are 
therefore called 

Theſe ſtudious — tells us, that, in this mag- 
nificent fabric of the heavens, there is a ſyſtem or 
order of bri _—_— the neareſt of any others to 
us, which form a vaſt circuit, one within another, 
like ſo many rings or circles; and that theſe are in 
continual — round the fun, which is in the 
center or middle of the whole. They have named 
theſe planets, which word fignifies moving or wan- 
dering orbs, or balls, becauſe they are always mo- 
ving in their feyeral orbirs or circles, round their 
_— the fun, from whom they receive all their 


| ä 1 po Mercury, i enus, 
Mari, Jupiter, Saturn; to ſay nothing of the Geor- 
gizm Sidus, a planet, faid to be newly diſcovered at 
à vaſt diftance, about which the aſtronomers them- 


| ſelves are not agreed; or of the fixed ſtars, which 
are by fome ſuppoſed to be ſuns at immenſe diſ- 


—_ _ _— globes, doo remote to be 

feen by us, whirling around them continaally. 
What a ſurprizmg account do aftronomers : 

| ws of their ſows and &fance/ 1 will put down 

calculation in a table, ————— 

more attention. 

Iso not mean to ſay, that there is no difference 
im the calculation of ingenious men, or to affirm, 

chat any of them are certazuly true; but I only 


ht, as you know we do upon this world. They 


„ner rr gg 


VE CES Cpinton, of ** | 


a ane. ws 4 LA 260.2 


F 


S NAI SN & Po 


1 


CREATION It 
to be ignorant. The difficulties of obſervation ren- 
der a perfect exactneſs almoſt impoſſible; and the 

difference of a few ſeconds of time, or of a point 


in the angle of the eye, or in the focus of a tele- 


ſcope, in an obſervation, will create a variation of 

aiiicns of milesia thovaſt expands of the heavens. 

o | | h | Miles. 

The Sun is in diameter, or thickneſs 764, 300 

Mercury - - - -_ — 2,460 

_— A - - - 7,900 

_ Cr = about 8,000. 

Mars 3 — * 4,500. 

Jupiter — 21 — - 3 81, 00 

Saturn — 8 — - 68,000. 

Their diſtance from the ſun, their center, has 

been calculated as follows: 

% 12 M.illions of Miles. 

| Mercury yo Wi 16 = above 36 | | 
.. 9 
"vo VT LESTER. - 94 

b N | "6 I44 . 

Jupiter #4. „ 

® 82 * - 903 


Of theſe amazing works and their order, ace 


cording to the opinion moſt in vogue, I have 
1 


— — t to give you a hint, that you may 
ſee what —— — ak go ſtand in os of — 
| agg who made all, and who all, (as 
Bible tells us) by the <word of bis power. I 
hope, you will be able to conſider, ere long, that, 
i» pery ale ad impor eas als, ad 
— idle, 

— — the beawens. They were 


made for /igns and. for takens of his inviſible 2 
. 


When you underſtand them rightly, 2 4 
ments 


"Iz: "CREATION. 


ments of dull matter only, but lively pictures of 
ſpiritual things, which convey thoughts to the ſoul. 
rough the . outward ſenſes. ' In the mean time, 


let me deſire you to read the eighth Plalm, wich 


theſe reflections in your mind; and when you come 
to the third verſe; aſk yourſelf if David had nat: 
reaſon to ſing; When J confider the heavens (Os 
Lord) the work of thy fingers, the moon and the ſtars 
ehe thou haſt ordained : What is man, that thou art 


mindful of him; and the Jon if man, that * viſe 
him FP 
| CHA P. \ : IJ | 


The ſame Subject 3 


1 HAVE given you a hint or two concerning the 
commonly received opinion of the ſtars or pla- 
nets, which are neareſt to this globe of earth om 
_ which we live: Zut there are others of great ſize 
and diſtance, which the aſtronomers call fed gars, 
becauſe they change their firuation very little, or 
not at ail, in our view, and, from their twinklin 

piercing light, (for the planets have a duller — 


more ſteady light) are imagined to be ſuns, like our 
Forth rays to ſome dark worlds about 


funs, fending 
them. Their vaſt diſtance is almaſt inconceivable 
by man, The neareſt of the fixed ſtars has been 
computed by ſome aſtronomers to be at leaſt an 
hund red 1 times: farther from us, than we: 
are from the ſun; confequently, this diſtance muſt 
be many hundred thouſand millions of miles. 15 


a cannon-ball were to ſet out from the earth, aa 


ſpeedily as from the mouth of a cannon, and to 

continue ou at the ſame pace in a ſtrait line, it has 

been calculated, that it would be above fix-hundred. 

* Jars jojies paſſage ene of theie 
B- rz 13 


ty degr child, what aonihinggramdeur herab 
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CREATION. ng 
What immenſity What glory! And. yet an this'is 
finite, all ————— — 
to the greatneſs and majeſty of God as a ſmall grain 
of ſand: is to all the ftars and all their diftances. pat 
together. What tongue can utter, what thought can 


conceive, rightly, ot ot ſuch ſubjects as theſe! And 


how much leſs of the Maker of them — Should not 


this teach us humility? Should not What he has 


done, awe us into obed ience concerning lall xhatihe 
has ſaid? Who by his own ſearching can find out 


God? Who can now him, with any cer- 
-—_— A a mt öh 
" CHAR T5516 oinod 2x 
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12 SHOULD with pleaſure have gone arbe⸗ in the 


laſt diſcourſe, but through fear of gitiog vo 
perplexity. II I have raiſed however an anxious 
wiſh in you to know more of this matter; and 
cially if you had been led to think with more ae 


and folemnity of the great Creator; it is all that I 


defigned fbr the preſent. When you older, 
F 


learning you will be able, with more eaſe and ſatiſ- 
faction, to raiſe up your thoughts. to the ſtudy of 


this. I ſhall be glad if the hint of tis may urge ydu 


mente ably with the * * — 


— atom more properly ut this 


ume concerns you. - The knowledge of bur own 


world is a ſubject of pleaſant and eaſy purſuit, at 
leaſt the — knowle Lob ie and of its vaſiGus 


to 
102 
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Almighty, with 

the year; and it moves, like a wheel, round itſelf, in 
24 hours, thereby forming a natural day. Where 
the of the earth are turned in ſucceſſion to- 
— ſun, from which (as we obſerved) both 


7 
. . 


© is day; and where the reſt is turned in the ſame 


order from the ſun, as muſt always be the caſe, there 
it is. night. Theſe motions meaſure all our time. 


Seven complete turnings round of the earth, or days, 
form a week; four weeks a month; Lg 
the 


0 atoniſhing ſwifmels, and fo 
goes round the ſun in 365 days, and thereby forms 


other planets receive their light, there 


An Orcas err 


J 


Y 


r 4 6b to 3.424 4. 4 
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not meaſure our time at all, if God had not cauſed | 
the earth to move both round irfelf and round the 


ſun; nor meaſure it exactly, if his wiſdom and 
power had not ordained a preciſe exafineſs in that | 
and in every other thing. Nothing perſtet is irre. 
gular. The earth doth not move out of its = 
pointed courſe; vaſt as that courſe or ring is, fo 


much as an inch; nor, ſo much as a moment, is 


either quicker or ſlower in its courſe, r 
es on through the air at the rate of ſeveral thou- 
— miles in an hour. My dear child, what matter 
or aſtoniſhment is here! O learn to wonder, and 
to adore the wiſe and mighty God, who- hath fo 
perfeRily and 2 made all theſe things : 


CHAP. vn. — a 
The Divifioni of the Earth. = 


Hk diviſions of the earth, fo far ns they'es: 
8 tence or bey, ar | 


\ The ar a} divine ure thoſ Invented and 
geogra for the more ready and 
exact underſtanding of the earth's ſeveral 

——————— ———— 


by providence, eee iſlands, beans; 


| ſeas, and the hike. 


We will f firſt of the arrificial diviſions, ind 
of theſe as little as can poſſibly ſerve my 

which is to give 8 | 
vier of God, in order to raiſe up your | 
to him in this view, and to prepare your 
conſider him in a yet more 17 
: You ſee ſeveral lines or circles 3 he 


or earthly globe, becauſe it r 
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The remarleable one, which runs round the middle, 2 
ks, named the. oquatar, becauſe it æqually divides the ic a 
globe into two parts, and is equally diſtant from ſom 
two points, one above, and the other beneath, | Eng 
which are termed. the fo/es,, becauſe. on them the the! 
World turns, 25 a wheek upon its axle, , The upper f pal 
” part, above;thehequateey/is called the northen.he- the 
_ milphere, (i. e. balf-ſphere,:on half-globe)-and the end 
upper point, the north pole. The lower part is ths 
the ſouthern hemiſphere, with the ſouth pole be- ſno 
neath it. The equator is alſo called the eguino#ial upo 
line, or line of equal night, becauſe ben the fun ber 
zs over it, which happens twice in the; year, the pro 
night is every where equal in rap ADS. day. Su 
ou ſee alſo two circles of double lines above of 
the equator, and tum beneath The ſpaces between 
theſe circles, are called zones, that is, belts or gir- 
dles, becauſe they encompaſs the globe, as a girdle * 
faxrounds a man. Of theſe: you may perceive; theres 
are five. | The middle; one, taking in boch ſides of 
the equator, 1s the torrid or hot zone, within which 
are the warmeſt glimates in the world. The next 
the temperate or mild zones, in which the moſt 
heal and -agzeedble; climates, are placed, and 
where you will 6nd: your own countryt, France; 
Italy, Greece, and the moſt delighaful regions upon 
earth. The two other ones, ſurrounding thoſe 
= panty of the earth, which take in the ars 
13 ie frigid or cold zones, and for the moſt part in- 
_. - 22 countries and tracts ſo frogen, thas you and 
I and all people who live in milder ſpots, could 
not be able to endurg mem. Aud yet, ſuch is thy 
— af — — goed diffetent. — — 
come, throd ig Rabit, very natura 1 
hirable to; chaſe. ho Bue in them, inſgmuch. that 
very few. af any; one country: a willing ta leaue 
44 ODEO ut 
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2 for another. I have been told, that 
ome Laplanders were onct offered a * 
England, and to be paid well during the little time 


they were to be here, with an aſſurance of a ſpeedy | 
paſſage back again; but (would you believe it?) 


they heard the propoſal with horror, and could not 
endure the thought of leaving their own country, 
though it is almoſt always covered with ice and 
ſnow, without our. comfortable food and houſes, 
upon any conſideration whatever®*. Nay, I remem- 


ber to have read in the works of a learned man; 


profeſſor Kal, born in that wo cold 


country 
| Sweden, who had travelled through the beſt parts 
of the world, and into England beſides, that, after . 


all his obſervations, and upon the moſt ſober and 
deliberate choice, he preferred living in Sweden 
beyond any country upon earth. This ſeems per- 
W r but L have n as odd a 
at home, which ſome have made in 

ring winter to ſummer, and the long cold 
nights to what they have been pleaſed to term the 
hideous long days.” You will perhaps be leſs ſur- 
priſed, when I tell you, that this taſte was formed 
upon the principles of the gay world, which is al- 
ways for inverting or turning upſile-down the works 
and order of God, and pattivg in their ſtead ſame 
hurtful contrivances of man. Bat, to proceed, [ hope 
you will learn to ſee, not the will of man only, dut 
the providence of God in this love of particular 


countries; for if all men were of one mind and 


taite, and choſe therefore any one particular part ot 
the earth as the only beit or only good, all the other 
parts would be left barren and uotilled, while che 


„See Whiclocte's Swediſh embaſſy, vol. i. p. 442, An en⸗ 


tertaining account of a voyage to Sweden upon ftate affairs, 2 


full of wiſe and ſerigu-⸗ reflection. 14S 


— 4 58 
71 | ſingle 


| 
| 
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ſingle one would be too much crowded, either for 
their happineſs or ſupport. The people in all coun- 


tries obtain through habit, a conſtitution according 
to them; and this anſwers God's purpoſe of eover - 


ing the earth with inhabitants, who by labour and 
trade may yield advantages to each other. England, 
for inſtance, doe: not produce the ſugar and tea which 
= enjoy for your breakfaſt; but China and rhe 

Neſt Indies yield them in great abundance ;. and 


are glad to part with thefe for many things, 


which we have here, and can very well ſpare. 
this exchange of things, which are for the good of 
all ſides, one ſet of people, or nation, is made 
comfortable by another; and good-will prevails, or 


| ſhould prevail, amongſt men, however diſtant theie 
ftuation be from each other. When you firdown in 


the morning to eat, how thankful ought yon to be, 


that God's good providence hath ſo ordered it, that 
many hands have laboured, and poſfibly are — 


ing ill, to treat you with tea, in the furt 

part of the world, that is, Chira; many others in 
the Weſt- Indies, to procure for you the ſugar; and 
many again in bringing it home over the ſeas, or 
preparing it for your uſe! Remember, my child, 
this is God's defign, and men only perform what 
he permits or intends. While they labour (as they 


think) for themſelves, they labour for him and for 


others. Be humbly grateful then to your great 
RenefaQtor for his mercies, both for thoſe I have 


mentioned, and for many more that I can eaſily 
mention, and think what he has done, is continu- 


ally doing, and (as we ſhall confider hereafter) has 


iſed to do, for you and for me, if we truſt in, 


and ſerve him. Think of this, and pray for grace 
to be truly thankful. - For it is fulneſs which 
gives the higheſt reliſh. to all our enjoyments, and 
is indeed the very perfection and crown of W 

i | | | b 


* 


It is the happineſs of heaven irfelf. All are happy 
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there; and they ſhew that they are fo, by bemg 
CHAP. IX. 


- Other Divviffons of the Earth. 


\ \ E have ſpoken of the imaginary or artificial 
diviſions of the earth; and we come now | 


to ſpeak of the natural. | e 
The great natural diviſions of the earthly part of 
the globe are continents, iſlands, peninſulas, iſth+ 


into the fea: The diviſions of the watery parts are 
oceans, feas, bays or gulphs, lakes, ſtraits, rivers, &c. 


There are four continents, or great fas of 
land, called ia, Europe, Africa, and America; and 
Indeed under theſe four names all the globe is at 


preſent divided. PP 2 
Iſlands are ſurrounded by water, and ſo are ſe- 
Qarated from the above four continents property: 
here are many of theſe of a large fize. We'think 
our iſland of Great Britain a great one, and ſo in- 


deed it is, and the greateſt in Europe. Bat there 


are ſeveral much larger in the world. New Hol- 


land, where Botany Bay is fituated, is the largeſt 


upon the globe, and nearly as extenſive as all Eu- 
rope. Berneo, Madagaſcar, and fome others, are 
of great magnitude, and exceed our own country 


in fize; but they have not half our mercies. We 
have far greater temporal as well as ſpiritual bleſſ- 
ings, than the inhabitants of theſe countries, and - 


ſo are bound to be more thankful than they are, 
or indeed (unhappily for them) know how to be. 
Peninſulas are pieces of land almoſt bat nat quite 


+. farrounded with water. You will ſee many of theſe 


exceedingly thankful and full of praife, 


Iſthmuſes 


muſes, and capes or points of land that run out far 5 


9 


20 EAT ION. 
Ihmoſes are narrow necks of land, which. join 


gremer rtions. af countries together, The Crimea : 


orea, 2 the map of Europe, 
are joined to the continent by very extraordinary 
ones. Upon the iſthmus or neck of the Morea, 
ſtood the fam us city of Corinth, which had two 
ports, one on each ſide of the iſthmus, called Le- 


chæ and Cenchrza, which laſt is mentioned in Acte, 


xviüi. 18. and Rom. xvi. 1. as the place where the 
primitive church of that city was ſituated. _ 
Oceans are the largeſt bodies of water upon the 
925 Some of theſe are ſeveral thouſand miles over. 

| 3 upon yonder map the Atlantic ocean. It 
is very large, and reaches, for aught we know, 
from pale to pole; but it is not near ſo large as the 
. or great Southern ocean, where Captain 
Vallis found out Orabeite, from whence Omiab, one 


poor ignorant creature, who was, after a conſider- 
able ſtay, ſent back as ignorant, but perhaps more 
' wicked and unhappy than he was before. If he had 
been inſtructed in the Chriſtian religion, and eſpe- 
cially if proper aſſiſtants had returned with him, 
what a bſeſſing might it have been to thouſands of 
brutiſh ſavages, who now lie benighted in error! 
Seas are leſs than oceans, and for the molt part 


are bounded by countries not far alunder. The 


Mediterranean ſea, and the Iriſh fea, may give you 
a notion of theſe large pieces of water. 

Bays or gulphs, are ſuch as the bay of Mexico i in 

oor map, Which you ſee, e one part, is 

much or nearly ſurrounded by land 
es are like ponds, but af vaſt y hn There 
are ſome very great ones in North America. 
" are narrow paſſages of water between one 
ſea and another. Laok vonder at Gibralcar, You 


fee it is 2 upon 2 little paſs; * 


T # :4 a 4 
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of the inhabitants, was brought to England; a | 
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by a high rock, which Fratiee and Spain ehdes- 
voured in the late war to take from e Engliſh, 
but in vain. It was Gdd who did not permit ther 


da take i . wow us; though we art to oftet! apt to 
3 protection, 220 to think * 


and dare all che buen! 1577 17-7 
I wer informations will not tire yoo 


— aue the world i is, wohere you wes 
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The Inbobitants of the Earth: - Kt N 


W. have been confidering the world, and it 
in be right to think a little concerning 
ty inhabitants. 


The ſeripture tells us, that God hath made of one 


| Bled all tations of men. Their form is the ſame con- 5 


22 and fo are the natural powers of their 
minds. They ſpeak, they reaſon, they act, allow- 
ing for ſome accidental differences, in the ſame 
way. The differences of colour came by GET | 
of climate; and their differences of lan 

6ccaſioned by fin®. I have no doubt, W the n 


groes would loſe their dark colour, in a con a 


mate, in the eourſe of ſeveral nerations ; and 

the white people, 4 in ſome of Africa, 
in _—m manner, would become. dar We fee fair 
e, who have been, in India, take the firſt ſhade 
wn or tawn n were their poſterity 
Sante het tr a pb e that the 
of Increaſe” 1 = 5 As there i is a likeneſs it 
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tend, ; he re | different ſpe- 
S there are of beaſts. But 
the Bible aſſures God created one man and 


one woman at the beginning, and that from theſe 


two ſprang all the inhabitants of the earth. Eu 
had her name from being the Mother of ALL 
LIVING, Gen. iii. 20. Ang there is one ſtanding 
fact, which ſerves to confirm it, if any confirmation 
were neceſſary, which is, that there have been 
handed down from age to age, many great truths 
and hiſtories, more or leſs, all nations, ſuch 
as the doctrine of ſacrifices and p. the Trinity, the 
hiſtory of the flood, &c. which traditions could 


never have happened, if mankind had not been de- 


rived from one common ſtock, though afterwards 


ſcattered abroad over all the face Ss earth. It 


was fin which drove man from Paradiſe, and ſe- 


ted him from his God; and it was fn which 
Reece men from the bonds of amity and mutual 


aſſiſtanee, and taught them to wander for the peaca 


they never found, all over the world. 


CHAP. xi. 
The various Nations of the Earth. 


WEN you come to the ſtudy of geography, 
more particulacly than it js my dehign you 

ould do at preſent (for 1 meant to giye you 
ints of this knowledge in theſe papers); 1t will be 
a great delight to you, I believe, to be acquainted 
with the accounts, which travellers and navigators 
have given us, of the ſexexal nations which 
RSS | | 
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This the Dates readily agreed to; bat took occa- 
= o now ar ace ＋— come, as the 


_ dreadful — wew 22 up this” — 
But, at laſt, the Danes got a ſure footing, and 
ſmally the kingdom itſelf. They did not, however, 
keep it long; for William the _— called the 
conqueror, brought over an army, eſſed the 
Danes, after the rr battle of ae , and filled 
the chief eſtates of the © his: people, 
whom he brought over with him. "Sinbe his time, 
which is above ſeven hundred years ago, there have 
been -no conqueſts of this country by foreign na- 
tions, — there have been frequent wars, and 
fome called civil wars, (that is, wars between the 
ſame countrymen) among ourſelves. 
__ vo Thus, _ ſee; my dear, that this nation is a 
| . or mixed people, conſiſting of Britons, 
Romans, Saxons; Danes, and — ; to whom 
might be added large multitudes ſince brought over, 
dy trade and peace, of Scots, Iriſn; Germans, French, 
and many other nations. The divine providence 
has ordered all this for good. The mixture of na- 
tions has made a more intercourſe or nes 
the world; and this has produced trade to {i 
each other's wants; 'and this trade has made 
all more eaſy' and comfortable in their —— 
flances than they were before. When you read ſuch 
things us“ theſe g endeaour to underſtand them 
— that is by viewing the government af God 
| — Ay rk and you will perceive, that it is he 
„orders the ly wills and affections of fin- 
Ate men” to bring about deſigns, which they them- 


IS ſo much as thought of, or intended. 
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for the wide publication of the goſpel of Chriſt 
ſoon afterwards, which would, fo tar as we can ice, 


| have met with many more difficulties from the un- 
civilized ſtate of ignorance and brutality in which 


many nations lay, M theſe conqueſts had not been 
2 to e 


44 have been the more particular in the account of | 
your awa country, becauſe it is your own, and be- 
cauſe therefore you ought to know the more con- 
cerning/it. The other nations of Europe, at this 
preſent time, are the Germans, the Poles, Hunga- 
rians, Ruffians, Swedes, Danes, Dusch, Flems 
Switzers, French, 2 Porwgueze, Italians, 
Greeks, Turks, many other ſmaller claſfes or 
tribes- of people, more or- left united e d. 
dent upon theſe®. | 

It would lead me from my chief defign to dwelt 
upon the ſeveral nations; and therefore hen you 
are inclined to know more concerning them, E 
would refer you to Guthrie's Geographical Gram- 
mar, which will give — 4 ＋ very * account, 
at leaſt ſo far as is 1 to open to your yiew 
the grounds and of is pleniing and 


Tbe want of 3 


even ſome peop E e 2 


mentions 2 . his days, who was amazed 
when (ome forcign miniſters talked ta him about the circles 


of Germgny, not imagini wht eee do with affai 
of ſtate. Almoſt any 11 cou mew | — 
were dd iſioua of che Germats, yy” Lalled. 


nothing to the judge, whom M. Birlzac mention 
„ ho was Bromo to believe, that the 

country af the Moors, and who n —— 
11 and S 
them there as well as 


that they . 
FIN 
— 
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a — of ſtate, dead 7 14 5 Tad, 4 1 s. | 


once un ambaſſador, who inſiſted upon it, |; 
1 216 - An. Ul 
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profitable When have read this 
mar, 3 will be — to take atmo 
larger hiſtories, and particularly ſome fuller ac- 
counts of your own 2 country by All 
means you ought to begin w then proceed 
in dae — * 1 - 

When you have gone through the hiſtories of 
the E can nations, it will be time for you to look 
over of Afia, and the other parts of the world; 
but eſpecially to ſtudy the hiſtory of the — 
God's firſt choſen nation, as recorded in the 
and explained by other Authors. And; to render 
the whole more uſeful to you, to theſe may be 
added ſome choſen books of voyages and travels, 

(a compendium of which I have already mentioned 
.. begin with) which both in orms us of the nature 
and productions of the countries, as well as of the 
manners and cuſtoms of the people who inhabit 
them. And the — of thele cogit wraps 
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. 
UTHORS are much diſagreed about the per- 
fans by whom, and the fine when, the chriſ- 
tian religion was brought over hither. The ancient 
Britons had it among them, moſi certainly, within 
a few ages after Chriſt. The Saxons, who were 
| heathens, or idolators, in driving the Britons from 
| pre mdf eds lad. drove alſo the chriſtian re- 
ion with them. Gildas, an old Britiſh, writer, || 
tells us, that God theſe troubles upon the 
Britons from the Saxons, becauſe the Britons had 
corrupted their palliſies of rc 2 
trines and ä 125 2 2 
m—_— Sin 15 . — — : 
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ays 
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the corruption and wickedneſs Which too ſodn 
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among profeſſors of the true religion, who ought to 
know and do berter, muſt parker x; be more hateful 
than among others. In the courſe of a few ye rs, 
the conquering Saxons were brought from hea- 


theniſm to chriſtianity: And theſe alſo, throug 


prevailed among them, were in their turn over- 
whelmed by the Danes, great heathens, great bar- 
barbarians, and great idolaters. In a courſe of time, 
theſe Danes made a profeſſion (ſuch as it was) of the 
chriſtian faith; and, laſtly, the Normans, who 


came in with the conqueror, were already fors 


of chriſtianity. So that from the cime of the Danes, 
the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, though mingled with 
many corruptions, and held in much ignorance for 
the moſt part, and over-run particularly witherrors 
by the church of Rome and others, was the pre- 
vailing profeſſian in Britain to the reforma- | 
tion. This reformation of corrupt doctrines ant 
practices took place in Germany under Luther about 
the year 15 20, (though long before deſired and at- 
tempted: by Wicklifte and others) and in a few 

cars made its way over into this country, thouglt 
it was not properly eftabliſhed here till the time of 
Edward VI. who hegan to reign in 1547. Con- 


cerning all this, I ſhall hereafter refer you to 


Sleidan's Commentaries, and particularly to Bp. 
Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation. | | 


When you read the hiſtor of England, Lwould 


wiſh you to note the dates of all the great events or 
facts, without which you will never uaderitand them 
thoroughly. This putting down of dates is called 
„that is, an account of time; and without 


the time when, as well as the placs where, there can 


be no good hiſtory ; no, nor even good informa- 
tion upon che ſubject of a common for. 
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CREATION. 
Some Account of Natural Things. 5 \ 5 
X/ have been diſcourſing of the wörld and 


of its people; and it will be.yow proper, 
in as ſhort a way as I can, to ſay ſomething to you 


of the 
upon it. This is called natural hifory, or hiſtory of 
nature; a word, which means, or ſhould mean, the 
order, place, uſe, and the like, which God hath 


EIT arg gee 62 Navation, The due 


conſideration of God's works upon earth is a moſt 


delightful and inſtructive ſtudy, and will tend to 


lead up our 2 to the greateſt 8 of his 
majeſty, wiſdom, power, and goodneſs. A ve 

great and good man, who yed himſelf — 
in ſearching into the works of God, was ſo ſtruck 
with the grandeur of the great Creator, that he 


would never mention his holy name without a pauſe, 


in order to ſhew the profoundeft veneration. This 
was the excellent Mr. Robert Boyle, of whom, I hope, 
ou will know more hereafter. You may read a 
Hort account of him in the Biographical Dicti 
y chat is, a Dictionary giving an account of men's 


ves. There are ſeveral af theſe, ſuch as the Bio- 


graphiea Britannica, the Biographical Dictionary 
iſ mentioned, Bayle's Dictionary, the Bi 
phia Evangelica, and others, in Latin and Engliſh, 
which it will be both infiruQtive and entertainin 
for you to peruſe. I ſhall alſo wiſh you to peru 
the life of Mr. Philip Henry, and particularly the 
life of Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, written by Bi 
- Burnet, in which you will ſee a moſt affecting 
"dignified example of what. is truly wiſe and great 
3 baſine(s and ſenſe, and of what is 
8 82 gracious in the life and converſa- 


ions or things which live or grow 


ener our 9o 
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When od made this vaſt world, he made it of 
an immenſe multitude of atoms, or the ſmalleſt con- 
ccivable particles of matter, too ſmall when apart for 
aur fight, though ſo great when, put together. He 
raiſed and combined theſe atoms into forms, or man- 
ners of being; ſome thin and ſubtle, as fire, light, 
and wind; others ſolid and thick, as water and earth. 
From theſe, which are called elements, or fupple and 
firſt principles or beginnings of things, the divine 
_ power compoſed all creatures, which inhabit the 
world. He diſtriduted theſe into various medes, 
/hapes, or figures, according to the uſes intended from 
them: and, ſince their production, his divine mind 
is in the whole, and ſupports the whole in all its 
parts. He hath alſo given a various kind of ſpirit 
to all hving things. To man, an intellectual or - 
underſtanding ſpirit or ſqul, which cannot die; to 
beaſts, birds, and moving ereatures, an animal ſpi- 
rit, which finks with their frames ; and to trees, 
plants, &c. which grow and therefore live, but 
„which are fixed wit motion of place in the 
earth, a grols ſpirit, which decays with their ſub- 
ſtance. God hath made all things as they 2 
and they cannot change themſelves from one ki 
of being to another. Fire cannot become air, nor 
air water », nor a tree a beaſt, nor a beaſt a man, 


* 
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| ® Someancient and ſome modern philoſophers of great 
name have, I am ſewible; held a different opinion; but it 
may well be queſtioned, Whether they may not have mif- 
taken a various compoſition or decompoſition for tranſmuta- 
tion, or (as Bp. Berkeley expreſſes it) © whether What is 
thought 2 change be not only 2 difgaiſe,” Where an acid is 
blended with an alkali, and thereby forms a neutral ſubſtancs, 
apparently heterogenous from either of thoſe by the union 
of which it was compoled ; there is no diffolytion of the ori- 
_ inal atoms, but an alteration onfy” in their forms, from 
whence aroſe a confequent ——_ for operations different 
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nor iron gold, nor one ſpecies or kind be mixed or 
confounded with another. If they could, the whole 
creation would ſoon be in diſtraction, and probably 
nothing could anfwer the intended end. Let me only 
add, in this place, that the creation, order, arrange- 
ment, government, and preſervation of ſo many 
different things, at all times, and in all places, for 
certain ends and purpoſes; proclaim aloud the 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs of one ever-living, 
ever-preſent, almighty, and adorable God—that 
Being, who hath produced all varieties, and mo- 
tions, and changes; but, in himſelf, hath ao wa- 
riableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning. 4 \ 


from what either of them was capable of in their uncom- 


pounded ftate. Hence t i, that varicus kinds of plants, de- 


riving the ſame falts and other fluids for nouriſhment from 
the earth and air ſurrounding them, do, by their different 
ions in the hand of God, not alter the atoms of 
what they receive, but compound them, ſo as to reſult to 
ſuch different ends, or produce ſuch very different fruits, 
taſtes, and virtues, as we find for our uſe and comfort. So 
the action of God (reverently carrying our thoughts yet high- 
er} is one, and the three great mechanical agents by which 
he works in the material world are fmple; but the effects 
produced by them are various, almoft inconceivably various 
and complicated, in their orders, times, and degrecs ; and 
yet there is no change or loſs (which there muſt be were 
"there any change) in theſe agents, but they continue their 
appointed circulation, are diverſified or united by one ſu- 
preme activity, and ſo riſe at length, in an intellectual or 
ſpiritual view, into God himſelf, as their laſt great end, as 
well as their firſt and original cauſe. Theſe ideas (I now 
ſpeak to my children) are not at preſent the ſubje& of your 
Rudy z and I inſert them in this place only for your future 
and more mature conſideration. And to this conſideration, 
1 muſt alſo refer ſome other parts of this little treatiſe, ur- 
der the perfuaſion, that you will not be grieved to think 
over ſome of your affectionat e parent's thoughts in your riper 
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CREATION. 37 
All things are full of life. There is no void or 
empty ſpace, without a being or ſubſtance. The 
air abounds with birds and with flying creatures, 
ſome of which are too ſmall for our naked fight. 
The water is repleniſhed with fiſhes of innumera- 
ble kinds, and with animalcules, or little living 
beings, too minute for our eyes without the help of 
a microſcope, or glaſs to make them loo large. 


The earth is covered with men, and beaſts, ant. 
__ fowls, and trees, and herbs, and an almoſt endleſs 
variety of uſetul and beautiful things; and within 


its bowels are contained ſprings of water, metals, 
minerals of all forts, ſuch as coals, chalk, gold, ſil - 


ver, iron, lead, copper, and a thouſand other ſub- 


ſtances, neceſſary to ſupport its fabric, or uleful tu 


man. The contemplation of all thzſe things muſt 


- engag „if not much, of your 
— and will, by the gra of God, 


lead you to adore that manifold wiſdom, which 


could conceive ſuch a vaſt and harmonious frame 
of things, and that force which could create them 
all out of nothing, and continually ſupport them, 
by a word, or ſpiritual power. This is evident to 
our ſenſes; for we ſee nothing on which this vaſt 
globe of our's can reſt, or by which it moves, and 
erefore it muſt be primarily done by an inviſible or 
ſpiritual ſtrength. Some refer this to res of 


attractions and repulfion in the heavenly bodies therh- 


ſelves; perhaps too much forgetting the fir and 
preſent Causz, who ne ed — and 

ides, the whole; and theſe perſons, as all muſt 
be who are loſt in the contemplation of ſecond 
cauſes, are not preciſely agreed what the terms 
mean, or how the attraction and repulſion d con- 
fut. Others, more correſpondently with the Bible, 
believe, that our ſyſtem of the material heavens is 


an automaton or vait machine, which was 
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and. put into motion by the power of God, and 
preferved in the ſame motion by principles in the 


heavens themſelves, which he placed and maintains 
continually there. According to theſe, . there is 


z zeciprocal activity in the matter of the heavens, 
or conſtant action of the three great agents in 
nature, fire, light, and /pirit or air, which flow 
and reflow from one paar of the ſyſtem to another, 


and are the ſubordinate cauſe of all life, and of the 


motion and courſe of the heavenly bodies them 
ſelves. Leaving this, however, for future con- 
templation, we may, in the mean time, be very 
ſure, that Gon is all in all, and that in HIM every. 


thing lives, is moved, and, hath its being, It. is the 


conflant wildom and power of God, which, in mea 
fare, number, und weight, have erdered all things. 


You will not therefore confider the creatures as | 


they are in themſelves or by themſelves, but as 
they ſtand in ſubmiſſion to the will of God, and 
in a view to thoſe wiſe ends for which he made 
them. I his will lead you to be thankful for every 


thing, and to admire the various works of God in 


all the viſible world. You will not wonder, with 
an idle amazement, at what ſome call the laws of 
matter and motion; but will rather adore the ſub- 
lime wiſdom of God, who lives in every law, and 
who eſtabliſhes gvery exertion in his works for uſe 
and for heaury. You will not ſay, Nature does. 
this,“ and © nature orders that,” and nature 
forms 1:{elf, all which are idle words at beſt, or the 
contrivance of atheiſts and infidels, to ſhove out the 


thoughts of God in the review of his creation; but 


you will be chiefly/dehighted to find, that God him- 


ſelf and alone hath framed every thing as it appears, 
by the moſt wonderful ill, and acts in every thing 


framed for ſome fore appointed end. See a m 


grand and ſublime deſcription of this truth in le. 
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xl. 12, Kc. In a word, you will be glad to view 
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his own providence ruling in all things; and this 
wall guard you alſo againit 2 notions, 

which too many have taken up, ing the 
action of /econd cauſes, independently of the ii 
and only cauſe, and concerning chance, and the 
lucky or unlucky events that come to paſs in the 
world. The laſt words in the Lord's prayer en- 
tirely oppoſe all ſuch impious notions as theſe, by 

aſeribing the &:ngdam, the power, and the glory, to 


When you have read ſome other books, that 1 
have provided tor you, I ſhall make you a preſent 
of the Spectacle dt la Nature, or Nature D:/played, 
tranſlated from an ingenious French author, and 
likewife of Dr. - Derham's Phyſico-theology, and 
Aſtro-theology ; in all which you will find ſuch a 
treat of information, as will, I truſt, make you 
very much in love with this kind of ſtudies 


CHAP, XIV. 
Prop ESC of Number and Size in the Creatures. * 


2 hand of providence is particularly clear, 
in appointing the number of each kind of 


Creatures, in @ Juſt, proportion to the reit of the 


ſeveral kinds, and alſo in ſuiting the -4ult of each. 
animal to ihe quantity, as well as its form ta 


the quality, of the ſuted or ordained far 


If lions increaſed like ſwine, they wauld ſoon 
over-run, and per maſter the world, If the 
whale and the ſhark (a very devouring fiſh) in- 
/ as herrings and cod, by millions in à ſea- 

either they would deſtroy all other forts of 
fiſhes, or not find ſufficient food for.their own ſub- 


fence. hea 74 if fowls, and other 
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tame creatures, which continually ſupply our ta- 
bles, bred no faſter than the wild and ravenous 
animals, we ſhould foon be put to ſhort allowance, 
or mult live only upon fruits and herbs. 

God, in his goodneſs and wiſdom, has ſettled 
this matter admirably. The neceffary creatures 


are the moſt prolific, and the propereſt food is the 
moſt abundant. The leſs uſeful and the more 


hurtful are the moſt ſcarce, and generally the moſt 
diſtant from ue. The eatable fiſhes of all ſorts are 
always near the ſhores, or ſcarce ever out of ſound. 


ings, that is, where the bottom of the ſea can be 
found by a lead and line: they ſwim in ſwarms 


near cur coaſts, and invite, as well as reward, our 
induſtry to take them. | 
There are alſo many faculties in the animals 
about us, which may ſerve to humble our pride in 
the uſe of our own. We have not the ſtrength of 
an horſe, nor of an hundred other beaſts; we have 
not io g: od a noſe as the dog; we cannot ſee like 
the birds, which, while they fly in the air, can diſ- 
cover evidently very ſmall feeds and objects upon 
the ground; we cannot run ſo faſt as a thouſand 
creatures about us, nor match them with our ears. 
A vaſt n.ultitude in the creation can paſs ſwiftly 
through the air, while we are obliged to creep 


ſlowly upon the ground, or make uſe of fome 


dumb and deſpiſed animals to help us a little in 
our {peed : others can run up trees and precipices 


with ſwifineſs and 23 we are 2 — 


crawling away from any danger; others can ſwim 
over the deepeſt water without any previous in- 


Aruction, while poor man is conſtrained by re- 


peared attempts, as- know, to learn to ſwim; 
and when he does ſwim, at what a poor flow rate 
it is, and how little a way he can paſs, before his 
ſtrength fails him? There is not, in ſhort, one 
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corporeal faculty, but, in the uſe of which, mul- 


titudes of the creatures go beyond us. All this 
may ſerve to ſhew us, that we have no great ri 
to boaſt of our bodily powers; firſt, becauſe they 


are not of ourſelves, and, next, becauſe the very 
beaſts, birds, and even inſets, enjoy all of them 


in common with us, and, in all, ſome or other of 
theſe creatures far exceed us. This reflection 
ſhould alſo lead us to a higher; namely, that the 

great end of our faculties is not for the earth, ſince 


many earthly beings are before us in theſe, but 
-to be found only in the everlaſting ſalvation of our 
ſouls, for which we have indeed, as embodied ſpi- 


rits, the neceſſary ſpiritual faculties, while he 
have none at all. This is our ſublimeſt diſtinction 
from the brutes; by this we are raiſed above the 


condition of mere animals, and united to the com- 


pany of ſpiritual and inviſible beings, and even of 


_ God himlelf; in this, therefore, conſiſts true wiſ- 


dom, true happineſs, and conſequently the true 


end of our creation. 


- Attend to providence in every thing. You will 
often ſee ſurpriſing beauty and ſkill, by confant 


the ways and works of God. 


Ul 


thing : and this wiſdom of God is e 
and in every 


attention, where once you ſuſpected none. There 
is a meaning, a perfect and profound ſen e, in all 
It is the nobleſt 

wiſdom of man to diſcover God's wiſdom in any 
very where 


thing. Open but vour eyes, that is, 


the eyes of the mind as well as thoſe of the body, 


and there ie plentiful matter for reflection. I pre- 
fer, for this end, as alſo for ſome others, the coun- 


- try-life. The ſophiſticated, artificial life of towns 
allows much leſs for contemplation, than ſeems 


. expedient. for me. 


However, where God hath 


* beers pleaſed to appoint our habitations, it is cer- 


xainly beſt for us. And though populous cities do 


not 
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not give us ſo many occaſions of admiring God 
in his works; yet this may generally be ſaid” for 


them in this kingdom, they afford us more abun- 


dant opportunities of hearing his word. A blefling 
and privilege always to be deſired, and never to 
Faſs unuſed, if puſſible | FR 
CHAP. XV. 
On the Cultivation of Plants. 


J 7ERY many of the comforts and neceſſaries 
of life are afforded us by the proper manage- 


ment of the fields and gardens. But, befides the | 


uſe to the ſupport of our bodies, we receive but 
half, and perhaps the leaſt half, of the good they 


might afford us, if we neglect the feaſt they offer 


to our minds. The garden is doubly enchanting, 


when we can underſtand the wiſdom and goodneſs 


of providence in the tribes of plants and trees 
which grow in it. Even the garden of Eden, 
without God, would not have been Paradiſe. 


What an aſtoniſhing thing it is, to ſee a vege- 


table ſpring forth and grow up to a great ſiae and 
height from a very little ſeed? I have reaſon to 
think, that ſuch a quantity of cabbage or turnip 
ſeed, as you might put into the palm of your 
hand, would produce more cabbages or turnips, 
than a waggon could carry. Does not this ſhew 
the power of God, who, from ſuch little means, 
can ſupply ſuch a greatneſs of bounty? He uſually 
works by means, and (in our way of thinking) by 
the ſmalleſt and moſt unlikely means; but he 
ſometimes, in order to prove the greatneſs of his 
power, or the truth his. preſence, has been 


pleaſed to produce effects without any means. 
Among other inſtances, you cannot forget that 


extraordinary one, where five {mall loaves were 
YO miraculouſly 
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miraculouſly multiplied for the repaſt of thouſands. 
John vi. 5, &. 1 

How beautiful, how various, are the flowers ? 
What can exceed the delicate richnefs, or ſmooth- 


neſs, of their colours? How wiſely it is ordered, 
that the different ſhades of green, in every plant, 
| ſhould heighten the tinted glory. of their reſpective 


bloſſoms ? They toil not, they ſpin not 5 and yet (ſays 
Chriſt) Solomon in all bis glory was not arrayed like 
one of theſe. Ti 1 65 | 

It we look at and taſte the multitude of fruits, 
which the garden yields, our wonder may juſtly 
increaſe. - How great is God”s beauty (to uſe a pro- 
— words in a lower ſenſe) in the verdure and 
brightneſs of the ſeveral flowers; but how great is 
his goodneſs in the profufion of rich and wholeſome 
fruits? Who, if he had not ſeen it, could have 
believed, that a branch of dry twigs, as the boughs 
of trees appear to be in the winter, ſhou'd in a 
few months bend down with a beautiful and de- 


licious load, all ſpringing forth, by divine com- 


mand, out of little huſks or buds? all ſpreading 
themſelves in various forms and proportions, ac- 
cording to thoſe final cauſes and ends, ordained by 
'that providence, which overſees and which- ſuits 
all things to all? In this inſtance alſo, how gra- 
ciouſly does the Almighty raiſe the moſt bountiful 
and ſurprifing effects out of the ſmalleſt and maſt 
unpromiſing means! | | 
It has been well obſerved, that only weak tfees, 


or thoſe of a moderate height, bear the moit ex- 


aifite fruits. The higher they riſe the poorer 
—— this reſpect, and the leſs ag le are 


their fruits. I underſtand this leſſon: and the 


feeble ſtem of the vine, whoſe grapes I admire, 


tells me in its language, that the moſt valuable 


fruits are often neareſt che earth. In other words, 


| 38 88 CREATIO N. 
pride is barren or poor; but it is hamility which 
is plea'ant and uſeful both before God and man. I 


am obliged for this ſentiment to the: excellent M. 


Rollin, whole: Belles Lettres, and hiftory of the arts 
and ſciences of the ancients, and other writings, 


will, at a proper time, afford you equal iuſtruction 


and entertainment. | | 

Some of the greateſt perſons in all ages have 
been fond of contemplation in the gardens, and 
have ſtudied to improve them. Homer, Virgil, 
Cicero, Horace, Seneca; among the ancients; and 
among the moderns, Luther, Bacon, Biſhop Be- 
dell, Temple, Addiſon, and Lyttleton: all theſe 
men of illuftrious name, loved the retirements of 
the country, and particularly were high in the 
praiſes of the garden. And, what is more than 
all, our Saviour himſelf delighted to paſs many 


of his precious hours upon earth, in the garden of 


Gethſemane, near Jeruſalem. To give an idea of 
beauty and delight, the church of God itſelf is 
repreſented under the notion of a garden. It cer- 
tainly is in itſelf one of the moſt agreeable and 
moſt inſtructive of human 1 affording at 
the ſame time health to the y, and a ſweet un- 
ruffled: tranquillity to the mind. Thoſe only, who 
cannot enjoy their own thoughts, or the wonderful 
works of God, are incapable of the pleaſures of the 
garden. * 9 IL : 


CHAP. XVI. _ 
On the Improvement of the Mind. 


AKN che other works of God, we ought 
4 not to omit the confideration of Tu Hu- 


MAN MIND, which, when truly confidered, will 


we can know 


appear to us one of the moſt extraordinary things 


In 


—_— 
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creatures exceed us in the ſenſes me 
yet God hath given the ſuperiority to our nature, 
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In the image 


| to his mind, or fpirit ; 
for God hath no body like our's. _ Though all the 


y giving us powers of great intellectual extent, 


and capacities, of mind to apprehend and confider 


objects both bodily and ſpiritual, ſuch as no crea- 
tures upon earth poſſeſs beſide. We are diſtin- 
iſhed from all other animals by reaſon and ſperch. 
y the firſt, we can reflect and conclude; and, by 


the laſt, we can declare to others the thoughts of 
dur minds. | * 5 | 


The ſubjects of reaſon and ſdeech are the grounds 


of all human knowledge. By reaſon, we learn 
and trace out all the ſciences, or branches of know - 
ledge; and by ſpeech, we receive or impart what 
we 


now. Hence it is, that the knowledge of ſci- 
ences, and the knowledge of languages, are necęſ- 
ſary to each other, and conſequently require a great 
deal of our ftudious attention. | ; 

God hath given us capacities that they might 


be uſed; -and uſed for right ends, thar th may 


ſhew forth his praiſe, and be of advantage to man- 


kind. He that thinks well, through careful 


improvement of his unde: 228 rern 
able to inſtruct others: and t e, who -are able 


to inſtru and direct others, are often a greater 
_ treaſure and bleſſing to the world, than thoſe who 
have no employment but for their hands and feet. 


He that ſeparates himjelf ¶ i. e. from the world and 
its diftrattions], follows with defire, and imbues bim- 


elf with, all real wiſdom, even the wiſdom which 


ſees things as they are. Prov xviii. 1. This is the 


| ſenſe of that text. Every man, however, is or may 


be uſeful in his place: and he, that fills his place 


1 by diſcharging its duties well, is a valua- 
le member 5 
One 


of ſociety, and deſerves regard. 


F God, created he man: And this 
| likeneſs muſt be according 


— mD2uU— — —— 2 


One of the firſt purſyits of the mind ſhould be 
the knowledge of grammar. By this, you will 
learn, not only words as names of things, but the 
method of placing thoſe words ſo as to expreſs 
your meaning with correctneſs and propriety. 


or want of this ſcience. it is, that you fo often 


hear people blunder about a meaning, which they 


have in their heads, but cannot poſſibly get out of 7 


their mouths. Such perſons, likewiſe, when they 


offer to write, find the attempt not only painful 


and laborious to them; but the expreſſions of what 
they wiſh to ſay are fo perplexed, abſurd, contra- 


dictory, or obſcure, that they themſelves are afraid 


of being ridiculous, or of not being underſtood. 
Grammar ſhews the dependence of one word upon 
another, and the connection, which naturally 
holds, between every part of the ſame ſentence. 
We' have an excellent grammar for our tongue, 
compoſed by Dr. Lowth, the late biſhop of London, 
which, for its various criticiſms and pointed in- 
formation, may not only inſtruct you in the grounds 
of ſpeech, but may ſerve you to ſtudy even when 


you are older. I ſhall not, at preſent, put Mr. 


Harris's ingenious treatiſe, entitled Hermes, which 
; explains univerial grammar, into your hands; for 
this, as well as other works of philology, or lan- 
uage, can only entertain and jnſtruct, when you 
ve advanced farther towards a critical know- 


ledge of letters or learning. But I would have you?, 
in the mean time, be well acquainted with your 


Latin grammar, the knowledge of which (the La- 
tin being a far more difficult language than our 
own) will help you to the underſtanding of the 
Engliſh — with ter eaſe and preciſion. 
All che Latin authors which boys read, at leaſt in 


the lower claſſes, are read chiefly for the purpoſe 


of teaching them the conſtruction and nature of 
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the Latin tongue. When you are, once in pofſc(- 
fon of the key, you will eafily unlock the door to 
thoſe ſtores of knowledge and ingenuity, which are 
laid up in that language. I will only add, that an 
acquaintance with the grammar of one tengue will 
give you ſuch a notion of grammar in general, as 
will make the grammar of any other language more 
eaſy and clear to your mind and memory. 

Writing, though only an art, is the handmaid 
of all the ſciences, and conſequently not to be 
neglected. I wiſh you to write what is called a 
good hand, both becauſe they, who write wells 
can write eaſily, and therefore can write longer 
without fatigue than others, and alſo becauſe what 
they write. appears to great advantage to the eye 
of the reader, and may be read without heſitation 
or miſtake. Why ſhould not our thoughts have 
a clear and fair picture to deſeribe them? I have 
ſeen a leiter of very fine ſenſe written fo ill, Achat 
u was difficult to read it ali, and when read, was 
picked out with ſo many ſtops in wrong places, 
and ſo many corrections of miſtaken words, that 
the beauty of the language was entirely loſt, and 
the whole ſeemed at firit but little better than the 
ordinary letter of a common ſervant. Such per- 
ſons ſhould employ a copyiſt, or if that cannot be 
tho agreeable, ſhould learn to write better 
themſelves. There. is more importance in a. good 
attainment of this neceſſary art, than ſome people, 
and very ingenious pag too, are aware of, 
When you favour me with a letter, I ſhall wiſh to 
ſee it in ſuch a neat fair character, and with ſach 
diſtinction of points and ſentences, as to be read 
with eaſe, and conſequently with pleaſure. A flo- 
venly, blotted, ill- haped, uncouth, form of wri- 
ring; carries the ſame offence to my eye; as a dirty, 
rough, undreſt young perſon will do to the eyes of 
all ho ſee him. | 


Arithmetic - 


"= 
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- Arithmetic is the ſcience of numbers, or of guan- 
fity in number, aud the foundation of ſeveral other 


arts and ſci nces, which are neceſſary and orna- 


mental to human life. The firſt principles or 
rules, may be attained as an amuſement ; and in- 


de-d the whole of it may be followed as an em- 


ployment of ſpare hours from other ſtudies, rather 
than an entirc occupation of the mind, as is too 
frequently the caſe in ordinary ſchools. * Without 
arithmetic no man is fit for common buſineſs, and 
leſs ſtill for commerce and the larger affairs of 
- mankind. Were-it not for the = plodding way 
of teaching it. arithmetic would be 

tertainment than a laborious ſtudy. The certain 


diſcovery of a required or neceſſary truth, which 


this ſcience, from the nature of numbers affords, 
always yields the mind a fure information, and 
3 2 moſt ſarisfying * | — 

ö . biftory, aphy and 4afironomy, we ve 
| ſpoken — . all * — nee: ſſary to 
enlarge, as well as inform, the underſtanding; at 
leaſt ſo much of them, as may afford you a proper 
notion of God's providence and power in his crea- 
tion, which, if they are underſtood to any purpoſe, 
they naturally lead to. Theſe branches of  {cience 
have a moſt intimate correſpondence with almoſt 
all others, and may be purſued at vacant hours, as 
matters of general information. 't 

I ſhall only mention the names of the other arts 
and ſciences, which, if you purſue a life of ſtudy, 
will of courſe come befdre you in due time. I wiſh 
you to know fomething of them beforehand, that 
= may have an happy ardour or detire (if God 

been pleaſed to biek you with fo liberal a turn 
of mind) to attain all, that you ly can, of 
what 15 nſcful and delightful to be known. Be not 


rather an en- 


diſcouraged at ſeeming difficulties. By patience, 
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induftry, and God's goodneſs, all that is 
to one man is, in a certain degree, 
another. | | TT ts 
Logic is the inftrument of reaſon and ſcience, 


- 
ble to 


employed in the due arrangement of our thoughts, 


in the placing of reaſons in a proper and clear me- 
thod, and in tracing or diſcovering, by rule and 
art; the truth or faiſhood of what le fay or 
write. For the want of a little logie, what inco- 
herent arguments are ſometimes produced; what 
good ſenſe is frequently confounded ; what intri- 
cate, unconnected, and bewildering diſcourſes are 
often Truth comes with double force, when 
it comes in order.  Falfe logic is /ophifftry, which is 


error under the appearance of wiſdom and truth. 


One good uſe of true logic is to detect and expoſe 
it. | | 6 . . 


| Rhetoric is the embelliſhment of language, and 


is uſed either to perſuade or to pleaſe. Under 


rhetoric we mult include the knowledge of /y/e, 
which is the method of writing or ſpeaking with' 
elegance or proptiety, and which is almoſt as pe- 
culiar in different authors or ſpeakers, as their 
ſeveral hand- writings, or their voices. Style is, 
therefore, not only an art, but an habit. Rhetoric 


alſo expreſſes plain things by figurative words, in 


order to give them force and beauty. Great judg- 
ment is required to uſe rhetorical expreſſions with 
propriety: they otherwiſe become a ridiculous or 
diſguſting bombaſt, which is a high ſwelling repre- 


ſentation of little and ordinary things. Florid | 
writers, or people fond of flowery or theatrical 


ge, are very prone to fall into this error. It 
is not finery which conſtitutes ornament, but the 
auen and the where of putting it on. Jewels and 
flowers. would not dreſs a chimney-ſweeper ; nor 


l will tumid or ſwelling words give any real elo- 


quence 


| 
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quence to low and creeping thoughts. True ftyle, 


like true beauty, is more natural than artifgial; 

and, therefore, that, which really delerves the 
name of eloquence, is a juſt and happy compound 
of Loc and RHETORIC. The poet and the 
orator can do nothing without them. 


Geome:ry is the foundation of many other ſci- 


ences. It conſiſts in the knowledge of lines and 
their proportions; that is, the proportion, which 
the length, breadth, or thickneſs, of ſquares, tri- 
angles, globes, &c. have to the ſeveral parts or 


lines ot which they are formed. For iai{tance, by 


the knowledge of two ſides of a triangle, ry 
teaches us to know the length 2 | fide; 
and by the diameter or thickneſs of a globe to 
know the circumference or compaſs of it. Menſu- 
ration, navigation, aſtronomy, mechanics, muſic 
itſelf, architecture, drawing, and many other parts 
of knowledge, are founded in the knowledge of ge- 
ometry. I have told you already, that the know- 
ledge of one ſcience leads naturally to others; and 
that the acquaintance with ſame ſtrengthens and pre- 
| pares the mind for the attaiament of the reſt. It is 
à ſhamefor people, in certain circumſtances, to be 
utterly ignorant of any ſcience or uſeful branch 
of knowledge; though it may not be neceſſary for 
them to know all parts of learning alike. Some 
will be more ſuitable to our particular ftates and 
profeſſions than others; but all are pleaſant and 
+ Unproving, and each in its turn ſerves to aid and 
embelliſh the whole. Add to this, a general know- 
ledge tends to render the mind modeſt and un- 
aſſuming, from a conſciouſneſs of the great extent 
of learning, and of the difiicu:ty of attaining any 
ſcience accurately or entirely : whereas partial or 
particular acquirements fill the heart with infolence 


or conceit, and too often leave in the head a large 


and contemptible vacuity. 
1 Botany 
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—_ the knowledge of- plants, and the me- 
thod of pl 


acing them into-certain claſſes ar orders. 

This is of great uſe to medicine and — 24 
ple, and conſequently to.the health of manki | 
Chemiſtry teaches the art of analyzing, or ſepara- 
ting into parts, by fire, all ſorts of ſubſtances found 


upon earth, in order to diſcover of what principles 


they are made. It is therefore of importance to 


phyſicians and natural philoſophers. 


Anatomy is the knowledge of the human frame, 
and of all that ſine and wonderful order, in which 
its ſeveral parts are connected and maintained. 
This ſtudy is alſo uſeful and proper to the phyſi- 
cian, and a general acquaintance with it to almoſt 
every body. One might think, that this ſcience 
alone would confound atheiſm, by the view of the 
aſtoniſhing arrangement of the moſt minute, as 
well as the largeſt parts of our frame; and that 
therefore an atheiſtical anatomiſt, as well as aſtro» 
nomer, muſt be mad.” | | 

Among the fine arTs are ranked Painting, Sculp- 
ture, Mufic, Architecture, or the art of building, the 
meaning of all which I need not explain to you : 
The arts themſelyes are to be ftudied and acquired 
under proper maſters. 


There are alſo fal/e ſciences ; ſuch as Alhymy, 55 


which pretends to diſcover * the philoſopher's 


ſtone, or the art of turning any metal into gold, 


and to invent an univerſal panacea, or medicine 
which will cure all ciſarders. Paracelſus, a boaſt- 
ing profeiſor in this ſtudy, pretended by art to 
preſerve a man's life for ages; but he could not 
Preſerve his own for one, himſelf dying in his 
forty-eighth year. Aſftralogy allo is another falſe 
ſcience, which preſumes to know, by the conſigu 
ration or fituation of the ſtars (without knowing 
the nature om /ubftarce of them) what will be the 
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fate of particular perſons and affairs, their ſucceſs 
or loſs, their life or death, and the like. But it is 
equally curious and pleaſant; that the profeſſors of 
this myſtery ſhould be ſo extremely ignorant, as 


we commonly find them, of things both paſt and 


| Preſent, and yet ſo wonderfully acquainted with 
thoſe to come, in which time only can refute them. 
It is indeed nothing but a wild and idle preſum 


tion, derived from ſome old 'philoſophers, Who 


fancied that God was matter, and that the parts of 
matter were parts of God, or ſo many gods, having 
ſeparate influences in the world; and conſequently 


a pretenſior, founded on ſo mech error and mfide- 


ne, deſerves to be treated with contempt and ab- 
horrence by all chriſtians. It was thus treated by 
thoſe primitive chriſtians, of whom we read in 
Acts xix. 19. who burned as many books in one 
Yay, as were worth in our 2 — fifteen 


| * 
1 cen. XVII. 


Sum of Refle tions upon Creation © 


HE Pfalmiſt, treating of this ſubject i in a 
moſt beautiful pſalm (the civth) could not 
help breaking forth into a holy rapture. OLo«p, 
| bow manifoldare thy <works ! In wiſdombaſt thou made 
| —_— I he earth is full of thy riches : Aud ſo isthis 
, mans Sr war awherein are things wy, g· innu- 
.as well as ws. ade Theſe wait 
all = Aer. thou mayeſt give * * meat in 
—— Tl the yo endure 
ever : The Lord . ——— : _ 
What a large houſe, to our thoughts, hath God 
raiſed and formed in this world ; and what avaſt: 


and ever-craving family be daily nouriſhes and | 
| _—_— * If he withhold his hand, or- ſupporting 


1 
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Ts green 


F fe 


derer: muſt die; for they can raiſe 


child, O learn to admire nis IT If 


CREATION. * | 

a blade of 2 
— _ inks: camp his almighty energy or 
action, the whole fabric muſt — — in ruins, 
having no foundation but the ſpirit of bis mouth, or 
the lite of his command. It is and muſt be as eaſy 


to him (ſpeaking after our manner of thought) o 


deſtroy, as to band a world. By a word, or mani- 
feſtation of his might, he called all we ſee into be- 


ing: by the-ſame, he can ſcatter the atoms of his 


own creation, and reduce them to the nothing 
from which they were made. One element, fuch 
as fice, which is more or leſs in all the ſubſtances 
we know, and which God in his wondertul wiſ- 
_ hath made the inſtrument. af nouriſhing all 

things, if permitted to break forth into action upon 


the reſt, would ſuffice alone to bring the uni- 


verſe to immediate deſtruction. And if an ele- 
ment, an inſtrument, can do this, as we know 

our ſenſes it can ʒ how much ſooner the God who 
made it? | 

_ This little ſpot, the earth which we inhabit, is 
almoſt a grain of ſand to the whole of what we 
can fee in the creation about us. There are, from 
the invention of teleſcopes, new and new diſcave- 
ries of lars upon ſtars, many of which our fathers, 
unaided by our improvements, could not ſee, and 


others which, being beyond our own and all future 


reach of art, we and our poſterity may never know. 


And yet God, the ſame God, our own Gad and 


Creator, formed theas as well as — and equally 
ſupports us all. His care extends to the minuteſt 
inſect, and to the largeſt world; to an atom, add 
to the univerſe, through every moment, and alto.. 


In che contemplation of God's works, Scar 


"Treat 
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great and wonderful, as indeed they are; r, 
their author and their end, muſt be  infmitely 
more "glorious and aftoniſhing. Conſider, then, 


whoſe you are, and by whom you are made; con- 


fider the purpoſe, for which he made you; conſi- 
der, if you are anſwering that purpoſe; and, if 
— — — be, the event to 
yourſelf. He made you his Have you 
 thewn forth that glory? Are —— to his 
praiſe? Is this your deſire, your joy, your pur- 
poſe, in all you fay and do? Can you declare, 
that this has always been your view, always the 
and bent of your mind ? If you cannot ſay 
this in truth; then you muſt have left God, as 
your ri ay i he and CrxEaTOR, and are 


= Ee, 2 to be preſerved? How are you to 
ng God be glorified 2 * 

— * which, in the 2 
book, I will endeavour to anſwer them = 


may poſſibly ſee; that it will now be — 


pom approach your Ca RA TOR under other re- 


ns, and particularly under that of Rp URN. 
ſhall, therefore, in the next | wa defire to en- 


gage your 2 ** upon the ſubject of Re- 


DEMPTION. 
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4 On the Sour, and its Importance. 

— ur bia CHILD, ES. 
UR reflections, in the foregoing part of this 

7 little book, have chiefly — 12 the 

2 ſubjects of matter, or upon thoſe things which in 

* the body we can perceive and enjoy. But you 

md have a ſoul of far greater worth and dignity than 

_ the bodily frame in which it reſides ; a ſpiritual 

PA being, v is to remain when the body decays; | 

* 2 a peculiar life, a life which may indeed 
improved or made worſe, but which can never 


„ die. There is nothing to be known then, in the 
| part ſo much confſe- 


the earthly 
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ſtrument, or caſe, or habitation, made of dead 


matter like the duſt of the earth and from that 


duſt, and is fitted, for its ſituation here aqyong the 
elements and creatures about it. The body does 
not move and carry the ſoul, but the ſoul 2005 upon 
and bears up the body. When you run or leap, 
for inſtance, it is entirely by the will and power of 
your ſoul; for, without the ſoul, it could have 
neither ill nor power at all, more than a wooden 
horſe, to move itſelf. And when you are eager or 
alarmed, you know, that you can run much faſter 
and leap much farther than at other times; but it 
is only becauſe your ſpirit within you acts more 
ftrongly and urgently upon the body than beſare, 


and carries it on, thouph a mere lump or load, 


with greater vehemence and activity. 


How the ſpirit is joined to-the body, and bos 


it acts upon it, God only knows, But the fac is 
certain and clear, that the foul and body are very 
diſtinct and different things, and yet that there is 


a very cloſe union between them, which the vio- 


| lence of death only can diſſolve. Then the foul 
ceaſing to act upon the body, this frame is proved 
to be, what it really is, a compoſition of mere un- 
thinking duſt, by its return to the paſſive matter of 
which it was fo , | "34 | 


This being the caſe, it much concerns. you and | 
me to know, what will beeame of our ſouls after 


this ſepazation ; for as to the bodies, which are 
left by the ſouls, yaw know they preſently putrify, 
and rot into duſt and aſhes: and therefore they 
are buried, as a moſt offenſive nuiſance, fram the 

fight of the world. ; | 
When we began theſe little-diſcourſes, I told 
you, that we could know: nothang rightly con- 
— — but hy the help of his ward, which 
he hath revealed and given to us; —— 
2 * 
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ſay the ſame concerning ourſelves, We could not 
have known, of what our ſpirits in particular were 
made, nor for cb end, if he had not told us. The 
wiſeſt of men, without his inſtruction, could only 
have ed dark and rude gueſſes at the beſt. 
You will hereafter find many ftriking proofs of 
human ignorance upon this ſubject, when you 
come to read the wiſeſt and beſt of the heathen: 
authors. We muſt therefore, take this word, or 
the Bible, for our guide, as we go along; or elſe, 
like many before us, we cannot but moſt ſadly err and 
go aſtray. No book, no diſcourſe, upon the ſub- 
ject of religion, is of any worth, unleſs its ſub- 
ſance be drawn from God's book, ar tends to ex- 


plain and enforce it. When people are too wiſe 


for the word of God, they are in the faireſt. way 


of proving themſelves, not common fools or 


idiots, for theſe may be ſuch only for a little 
whilez but ſpiritually blind and unhappy for a. 
hole eternity. 7 
CHAP. II. | 
= ; Man's original State. 
F the book of Genefis we are told, that the 
1 Lord Gad formed man of the duſt of the 


ground, and breathed or infuſed into his noſtrils 


the breath or ſpirit of lifez and ſo man became a. 


living ſoul, or frame. Gen. ii. 8. What, God 


makes is always perfect; and it appears, that our 
firſt parents were ſo in the garden af Eden. They 
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erved and worſhipped their Maker in this dreſſing, 
and pro/erved their own happineſs in keeping and 
obſerving his holy will. It was an em ; 
as I ſaid, but nota labour. They found no weari- 
neſs, and fuffered no pain, in this delightful ſer- 
vice: and if they had kept this their' firſt eſtate, 
they might per have been tranſlated to-a 
higher glory, and to a heavenly: world; but it 
would not have been through ſorrow or death, but 
bly in ſome ſuch way as our Saviour was trans- 

ared, or changed, upon the holy mount. _ 

They ftood at the head of this part of God's 

creation; and they were the prieſts of it to render 
unto him, by a living voice and pure reaſon, the 
praiſes of all the creatures for the good they en- 
yoyed. Great was man's dignity in this ſtation ; 
and all the world felt it, when God cauſed the 
beaſts and the fowls to paſs in review before him, 
and thereby to do bim homage or reverence as 
their inferior lord. Gen. ii. 19. Great alſo was 
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his knowledge ; for he knew, by an immediate intu- 
ition or infight, the nature and property of all the 


creatures, as he beheld them, gave them names 
exactly fitted to expreſs their ſeveral qualities and 
Conditions. r SES... 
In this ſtate Adam was formed. He had capa 
cities of knowing and ſerving his Creator in ho 
lineſs and truth: and he enjoyed a free- 
dom of his will, ſo as either to ſtand by a ſervice 
full of bliſs, or to fall from it by diſobedience, na- 
turally incurring a forewarned miſery. Accord- 
ingly God gave him one teſt or pledge of his duty. 
was to eat or enjoy all things but one. He was 
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his body and 


God, and put on 
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forth as the facrament, or holy outward witneſs, 


of this obligation. If he 


dare to eat of, or 


3mbibe this, and thus venture to know more than 


God r 5 
it, as w ing the very principle of death into 
| foul, m the ſame day. Gem. ii. 17. 
In this ſtate he was created, enjoying the river of 


God which paſſed through Caen in branches, 


or (as that ſignifies) poſſeſſing the comforts of 
's preſence with him in every part of that 


_ earthly paradiſe, which way ſoever he went. 


The FaLlt of Man. 
Have now, my dear child, an awful fat to 
1 lay before you. Man was created upright, but 
he ſoon ſought out many inventions. He did not con- 
tinue long in the happy place and ſtate, of which 
we have ſpeaking. At the inſtigation or ad- 
vice of an evil ſpirit, who had rebelled againſt 

Lim the form of a ſerpent, Eve, 
the woman, ' preſumed to touch the pledge of obe- 
dience, — ſacramental tree, and drew - 
in her huſband Adam to the commiſhon of the ſame 
tranſgreſſion. They were told, that they ould be 
as Gods, that is, as beings independent, living by 
their own wiſdom and power; and thus the bait 
of pride drew them into preſumption and ruin. 
Immedi as if inf] ed by this wicked and 
tempting ſpirit, they — what ſin was, and as 
inftantly felt the ſhame of it within them. Indeed, 
Satan, this evil one (who is ſo named becauſe he is 


| the enemy of God and man), took poſſeſſion of them 
as fellow-partners with himſelf in wickedneſs, and 


by this very means became their ruler and agent, 


— 
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from that time to this, he rulerth, he lords it over, 


he wworketh i in, the children of di Dunn as their 
— ſpirit, as the very prince of the power of 
air by which they breathe and live. Bok. u. 2. 

— all the wars and wickedneſs, which 

in the world, are kindled and promoted by him, 
contrary to the peace and purity of God and of 
the firſt creation, to the ruin and deſtruction of 
mankind. Man came into this ſnare by his own 


free will, againſt all caution and command; and, 


therefore, rightly he had none but himſelf to 
blame. 


The wiſdom of God, from which nothing can 


be hid, ſaw this deplorable action; and the juſtice 


and truth of God could not but puniſh. the rebel- 
lion, O what pitiful excuſes did our firſt parents 
make for themſelves! You may read them in 
Gen. iii. They were turned out from the place 
and ſtate of paradiſe, and became <vanderers, both 
from God and all happineſs, in a world at large, 


Where was nothing but thorns and thiſtles to ſting 


their fleſh, as the proper emblems of worſe evils 
than theſe, whieh and tormented their 
minds. They were, from that time, to have no 

ort while they lived, but « h labour and 
wolf. and they were at laſt to enter into the land 


of darkned 2 death, which was not to remove, 


but to increaſe their ſorrows. See, my child, what 


on fin could do. It could ruin both body and 
foul, and deſtroy the peace and happy expectations 


of a, whole world. 

From that diſmal day, man 4 vain in his 
imaginations, and his fooliſh heart was darkened. 
He forgot God and bitlelt and became too weak 
and diſordered to recover the knowledge of either. 
He loſt his fine underſtanding, which led him to 
diſcern his Malkcer's wiſdom and beauty in all his 
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works: 


they had children; and therefore, w 
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works: he loſt, co tly, all heart and rea. 
ſon to praiſe him for : he loſt the health of 
his body, and the ſtrength of innocent courage, 
which neither knew nor ſuſpected the approach of 


1 55 harm: he became weak and fearful, feeling in 


himfelf the ſentence, yea, the very execution of 


death. Dying, he died daily. Every moment bare 


him onward to the grave. And he wept as he 
went, almoit all the way thither. Thus inſepa- 
rable are fin and mifery ; equally inſeparable as 
righteouſneſs and peace. He loſt ſight of God as 
his ſovereign; and he began to groan under the 
tyranny of his enemy, without knowing that ene- 
my of the true nature of his tyranny, without the 

wer, and (what is more lamentable) without the 


inclination; to be delivered from it. He was ftu- 


ified and hardened, through the deceitfulneſ of in, 
Lich reſpect to the — of folie nt for 
goodneſs of God. In a word, all his faculties were 
ruined or changed by hrs ſeparation from God, 
and became, in the worſt ſenſe, dull, dark, dead, 


and deſperate: See, my dear, what evil the know- 


ledye F evil brought upon our firſt parents, and 
what a deplorable condition they fell into from a 
tare of perfection and happineſs. O think upon this, 


and mourn, that there ſhould ever have been 


an heart in ſuch bliſsful creatures to depart from 
the Gad of their life, and from the bleſſed knows 
ledge of his ways. 96 4 
* CHAP. Iv. 

wy Continuation of the Subject. 
Ex ſcripture aſks, Who can bring a clean thing 
1» of an unclean? And it anſwers for us, Not 
oe. Our parents fell from their wry lang before 
they had 
C4 them, | 
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them, they could only be like themſelves. Being 
ſinners, they naturally brought forth other finners ; 
and as all finners are ex 6 © withes wed death 
at all times, ſo their offspring feel pain as ſoon as 
they are born, die often in infancy, or, if they live 
ever ſo long, go wailing and finning, and finning 


and wailing, more or leſs, all their days to the 


grave. Thus we are by nature the children of 
. wrath, becauſe we are the children of fin, having 
fin in all our faculties, without any natural love 
towards God or his holineſs. Hence it is, that in- 
fants die, who cannot fin after the ſimilitude of Adant' s 
tranſgreſton, that is, from their own free will; but 
having a ſinful nature in them, they die according 
to the juſt 2 of God, death being his de- 


creed wages for fin, and juſtly inflicted, therefore, 


wherever it is found. A ſinleſs being could not 


die; for death is not natural, but as abhorrent to 
nature in its perfection, as it is to the perfection 


of God wio made it. You have ha in you; and 
therefore you do not love God as you ought, but 
delight in many things, which are both diſpleaſing 
to him, and not good for yourſelf. You have a 
will to chuſe fin, and affections to love it; but can 
you get rid of theſe? You cannot, becauſe they 


are bred and born in you; they are now a 7 
* 


though a melancholy part, of your own ſelf. 
this not merely to mortify you, which can give me 
no pleaſure, but to ſhew you, what a poor depraved 
nature we all carry about with us, and how we 
came by it. | Se SL 
But the worſt of this diſmal evil is, we do not 
know it, we do not believe it, we deny the cauſe, 
though we cannot help groaning under its effects, 
What makes you ſad at any time? Search into 
it, and, when you ſearch rightly, you will find it 
to be fin. What renders you dull and heavy inthe 
5 * ways 
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ways of goodneſs, even though you know them to 


be the beſt for you? It is nothing but fin ruling 


in your ſinful nature. What lifts you up with pre- 
ſumption and pride, upon any account? It is only 
fin, and the ignorance entailed upon fin, within 
you. If you were wiſe, and good, and holy, you 
would be aſhamed to be proud; and if you were 
— holy, you could not be proud at all.— I 

y all this, my dear, not to reproach you in par- 
ticular ; for all theſe ſad infirmities are the com- 
mon lot, by our fallen nature, of myſelf and all 
other people, born into the world. We had them 
from our firſt parens ; all their corruption was en- 
tailed upon us; nor could it be otherwiſe, unleſs 
God had ordained, that we ſhould never have been 
born at all, or not born in ſueceſſion from them. 
He muſt in that caſe have changed the ſyſtem or 
order of the: world, which inly would not have 


been right, becauſe, if it had been right, he, who 


is nothing but righteouſneſs, would done it. 
This inbred iniquity is what divines call original 
or birth-fin; and © it ſtandeth not in the fol- 
owing of Adam”” as an example, but it ia the 
fault. and corruption of the nature of every man,” 
deſcended from Adam, always . dim to evil, 


and only to ęvil, and therefore d God's 


wrath. and | | 
: CHAP. V. - 
Fart of Man. | 


HAVE dwelt ſo long, my dear child, upon the 
Leer fre parents, and its woeful conſe- 
„to you, to me, and to all the world ; not 

bo the certainly which can be derived. 
but from the. abſolute ne, 
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ceſſity of knowing this, that we may be prepared 
to know ſomething better. When you are in pain, 
you naturally deſire eaſe, and are glad to hear of a 
remedy. The <uhole (or thoſe who fancy them- 
ſelves whole), zced xot a phyſician, but they that are 
fick. It would be ridiculous to fend for a doctor, 
when a perſon is well, or to talk of a releaſe from 
priſon and fetters to thoſe who are at liberty. So 
to mention a recovery from this fall to thoſe, who 
neither duly &xow nor feel it, will always appear 
idle and abſurd. | 
Let me defire. you to remember it as a truth, of 
which perhaps in the courſe of your life you may 
find bur too plentiful proofs, that the ignorance or 
forgetfulneſs of this fall of man, in its true extent 
— is the ground of all the miſtakes 
which people have fallen into — | 
and the chief fpring conſequently of all the hereſies 
or falſe doctrines, which have been brought, as ſo 
any additional miſchiefs and diſorders, into the 


CHAP. VI. 
On the Recovery, or REDEMPTION, of Man. 


OM is held forth under ſeveral deſeriptiam in | 


the word of God. 1. As a Diſeaſe, like the le- 


pProſy or other diſability of nature, which no man 


can cure. 2. As a-Filthine/s, which no human art 
can cleanſe. 3. As a Burden, which no mortal 
— can bear. 4. As a Bondage, from which 
none but God can releaſe. | | | 
The mercy and favour of God towards fallen 
man are ſuitable to theſe circumſtances ; as we may 

erceive in our further conſiderations. 
The firſt declaration of this mercy came imme - 
diately after the fall, I will put enmity (faid God 
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to the tempting ſerpent, the devil) betrueen thee a 
the — eos, between thy ſeed and her feed : It ſhall 
bruife thy bead, and thou ſhalt bruiſt his heel, Gen. 
mi. r5. The ſeed of the woman is Cnn15T, who 
was to be born of the virgin Mary; and the word 
woman ftands here alſo as à type or figure of the 
church of Chriſt; which is his own, and between 


- whom and Satan God would raiſe a declared en- 


mĩty and o ton: The head of the ſerpent is 
his rule and authority, and conſequently the _ 
ing that head is the bringing down his power. The 
heel, whieh the ſerpent could hurt, was either or 


both the human nature of Chriſt, which was to ſuf- 


fer upon the croſs, or the bodies of his people, 
againſt which the devil and his agents have done 


all the evil they could from age to age. This pro- 
— 7 — 85 — 


parents was given to comſort their 
ſouls, which otherwiſe muſt been overcome by 


deſpair. O pray, my child, to underſtand it truly 
yourſelf too; for in it is contained all the mercy 
| you can enjoy, both in time and in eternity! 


CHAP. VII. 
Tie Seed of the Woman. | 
FUHRIST (as we have faid) is this feed, or off. 


A ſpring. It is therefore of the —— import- 


ance to you; and me, that we unde nghly 
what 15 revealed mm PERSON, or what 
he is: and 88 his Work, or what he Was 


te do, and Has abne, for our redemption. 


We have mentioned Jeravasn, according ta the 


ſcriptures, as being Father, Sex, and. Holy Ghoſts in 


onE GoDagad: The Father as Creator; the Son 
as Redeemer; the Holy Ghoſt as San#ifier, or he 
that maketh holy. This was according to an ap- 


+ Yointment of their own, called in Scripture a cove- 


6 nant, 


' 
kt 
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nant, Or agre : And this is revealed to help 
our un ings into the right notion, by whom 
and for what we are created, redeemed, and faved. 


As God the Father created, in unity of the Son and 
Spirit; ſo God the Son redeemed, in perfect con- 
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junction with both; and God the Spirit bleſſes, 


in intire harmony with the Father and Son. I 
with you to keep this in your mind: Tou will un- 
derſtand it better and better, I truſt, the 

you live, and the more you know of yourſelf and 


It was God the Sox, who covenanted or pur- 
poſed to redeem: And, in order to do this, it was 
neceſſary for him, to dive himſelf of the rays of 


dis divinity (Phil. iii. 7.) to to come forth from the 


_ Godhead (John xvi. 27, 28. xvii. N.), and to take 


our nature, or become one of us, as far as the |. 


taking our nature could make him fo. For a fign 


There is. a continuity (if L may ſo expreſs myſelf), or ãntĩi- 
mate conjunction, between. the divine Perſons ; 22 to ſhew 
forth a Unity in diſtinction, and a Trinity without ſeparation: 
And there is alſo a continuity in their offices; the Father 
creating, but not without the Son and Spirit; the Son re- 
deeming, but not without the Spirit-and the Father; and the 
Spirit ſanRifying, but not without the Father and the Son + 
All which may be proved by many paſſages in Seripture. A 
faint idea of this. great truth may be drawn from our ſenfible 
tion of the material ſun. There is the orb, the light, 

— fre, all co-exiſtent, and all inſeparable, though eafily 
io& from each other. The fire is not without the orb, 
nor the orb without the light, nor the light without the fire: 
And yet, though theſe be three very diſtinct peculiarities, 
they make but one fun, in which they inſeparably exift to- 
gether. There are many other triplicates or trinities in the 
natural world, which exhibit, as in a picture, a ſenſible ma- 
nifeſtation of the truth of this doctrine of the divine Trinity 
—a doQrine which is the foundation of the Chriſtian religion, 


- 


and conſequently of the Bible itſelf, in which it is exprefily 


revealed in many parts, and neceſſarily implied in all, 
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„in the fulneſs of time, to be 
anointed by the Hor r GzosT, which the oil fig- 
nified ; or, in plain words, that Gon was to be ix 
iu and wiTH HIM. _ . ws. 
He alſo is called Jas us, altered in the Greek 
language from a Hebrew word, which means Jan 
rut Saviour. This name was given him in 
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before his birth, by an angel expreſsly ſent 
—— Matt. i. 21. * - * 
_ He hath many other names in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which teſtify concerning his divine or hu- 
man nature, or concerning the great work, which 
he was to perform in thoſe natures for falvation; 
but theſe, which I have —— will ferve for 
our purpoſe at preſent, w is to give 2 
— inſight inte thoſe great — 
dur everlaſting hopes, which have always been the 
object of God's idence in the world, and for 
the full accompli t of which the world itſelf, 
now grown hoary with fin, is itted to ſtand. 
My dear child, conſider what exceeding great 
love God muſt have towards us, that he ſhould fend 
his only- Son into the world in fuch a form 
as our's, It would have been an amazing conde- 
ſcenſion, if he had ſtooped to talke upon him the 
nature of — in heaven ; but to take 
him on nature, for our /ates too, ſinful 
and enemies to him as Wwe are by wicked works — 
this ſurpaſſes every other thing we can think of — 
this is beyond all other ſubjects we can know. An 


apoſtle could only utter, upon this occahon, the 


deep feelings of his mind, by exclaiming, What 
manner of love is this! And when we know and taſte 
a little of what he knew and enjoyed, we ſhall be 
_— too, O what manner of love in- 


CHAP. vil. 
On the Work of the RINA. | 
Ins mentioned a few hints reſpecting the 


11 prion of our Redeemer, I come now ta ex- 
in to you ſomething of his wort. PADS 


n was to be a werk of — for ki yes- 
1. They 


Ple, according to their need of him. 
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and die for our 


and the ſicond, beſtowed upon us, affords 
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1. They were /old under ſin, and deſerved the 
wrath and puniſhment of G „ which in his 3 
he had declared ſhould came upon them for 
The forgiveneſs of this fin, and conſeque ae the 
removal of this puniſhment, were the 
therefore, that were neceſſary for them 

2. They were without ri 2 and f a 
it; conſequently, they could not obtain the divine 
favour, and the divine reward of happineſs in _ 
ven. Of courſe, they wanted a ile and a 1 
that glory, which can only be enjoyed by holy 

ect creatures. 

Remember, therefore, my child, for this is of 
the utmoſt importance; that the «vor4 of Chriſt is 
txve-fold, and the merit of Chriſt in that work wo- 
Fold. "The firft branch of this Won was to fy 

; and the fecondto fulfil all rig 
ouſnefs, in our af. Then, the &/ branch of his 
Mz&1T, applied to us, gives us rex#iſion of our fins ; 
us righte- 
oufueſe, and the conſequent right and reward of it, 
even eternal life. This is yery preciſely ſet before 
us in Rom. v. While aus were yet fenners, Chriſt died 
{= v. 9. That is the firſt branch of his work. 

the merit of this to us. Boing now 
Jaffe his blood, de ſhall be ſaved qwrath 
ough him. ver. 9. Then the fecond branch of 
his — By the —— of one, that is, Chriſt. 
And then the merit of this in our behalf. By this 


obedience all many be made righteous, ver. 19, that 


is, as it is expreſſed in ver. 17. they Hall receive 
abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteouſue 7 or 


and ſ. in li , Chrifl.—P 
o reign in life by one, Foſs A abi * 


grace and wiſdom to * 
t of — the vary work . 5 2 
it are contai Wan mercies 
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"CHAP, IX. 
On the Law of Gad. 
OU may, by God's help, 
rtance of the 
dear child, you obtain a right notion of the law of 
God. I mean, the moral law; that which reſpects 


our life and conduct, given in ten commandments. 
See it in Exod. xx. 


the im. 


This law was given, as a copy of God's holy 


will, and as a perfect rule of man's obedience and 


1 The firſt relates to our 
duty towards God; the ſecond towards our neigh- 
bour. The firſt table contains one general com- 


77 Our Saviour ums them u — 
Halt love (ſays i) ale Lend thy. God! <vich 


En And the 
DI Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour 


theſe two commandments hang (or de- 
2 the law and the prophets. Mat. xii. 
37-4. 


| Now ines che fall of. man, nobody but Chriſt 
ane 


duty. All have finned and come: ſhort of the glory ot 


that truth, which is in the law. This is pure and 
„ and juſt and g 
There is not one commandment, but 


hich, through infirmity, he may continue to 
and break in the work manner and 


laſt chapter better, if, my 
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REDEMPTION. 65 
If this be the uence of man's fall, remem- 
ber, that it is not poſſible for him to claim any 

of God for g his holy law, under 
which he was created, and to which he was or- 
dained to yield a true and unremitting obedience. 
But, on the other hand, God hath reaſon to claim 
a jak puniſhment of man for the violation of it. 
And he hath declared that he will claim it, unleſs 


| he finds a ranſom. He will &y no means ſpare the 


guilty, for he cannot men bear to look upon ini- 
ty. And there is none, who can give this ran- 
= and take away this. iniquity, and beſtow a 
righteouſneſs which can anſwer what this holy law 
requires, but Chriſt. You ſee, then, the import- 
ance of what I mentioned concerning him, in the 
laſt c 
zer 


: «th to abe thaughts and intents of the heart, and con- 


demneth all the evil in theſe, as well as all out- 
ward tranſgreſſions. In fact, theſe thoughts are the 


ſeeds and principles of thoſe tranſgreſſions. They 


ſhew the corrupt prion and. depraricy y. of the heart 
which produces-them; and if they do not ſpring 
forth into acc, it is 2 providence or 
merey preventing them. law, then, ſince the 
fall, Apps of God's righteouſneſs, and. of 
man's fin and contrariety to it. We ſhall have oc- 


caſion to ſpeak more particularly concerning God's 


holy law in the third part of theſe diſcourſes. 


Our Lord uſesa ſentence, which gives us the rea- 


| ſon of all that is in the Bible, though that ſentence 


has been often much miſund . On theſe two 
commandments hang all the lam and the prophets. By 
the law, — 2 — which con- 


tain not only the moral, but another kind of law. 
the. — * of ordinances fos k the 
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Jewiſh nation; and, by the prophers, he referred to 
the reſt of the ſcriptures in the Old Teſtament, We 
ſhall have occaſion to treat of theſe hereafter, 
E HAP. . 2 
| Os Sacrifices. 

HE word of God affares us, that hr wages of 
| fon is death, It is, therefore, becauſe all have 
ſinned, that all die. Sin ani death are infeparable, 
as cauſe and effect. God hath joined theſe two to- 
gether ; and no mere man ever could or ever can 
put them afander. He that throws himfelf from a 
precipice or high tower, muſt, unleſs he is caught 
m the fall, be daſhed in pieces at the bottom. 
| 0 — are —.— den dl — envi 4 oy 

our preflions by the juſt judgment of - 
And thou — of on have run to exceſs of ri, 
yet both of us have fallen into deep and deplorable 
fins, © by thought, word, ard deed, againſt the 
divine majeſty, provoking moſt juſtly. his wrath 
and indignation againſt us.“ We ought; in ſtrict 
juſtice, then, to be ſacrificed; that is, we deſerve 
to be accurſed and burned (as the ſaeriſices were) 
by God's fiery vengeance upon account of our 
tran 


; and we muff thus have been ſacri- 


ficed ourſelves, ifno proper ſacrifice had been found 
to ſuffer in our place and ftead. Bur God provided 
a Lamb, 1 . for a burnt-o ? « 


O what good news will it be, my dear, to us, if 


we are convinced thoroughly of this great truth, 
which the love and mercy of God in his holy book 
have ſet before us! CHRIST, the Lamb of God and 
our Paſſover, is ſacrificed for us. 1 Cor. v. 7. He 
bare, as his own Loap, our griefs, and carried 
away, into forgetfulneſs and remiſſion, 3 
He was /mitten of God for our ſakes, afflicted 


Ocuue = ace gon  nomp oÞ© 5 


4 A LEE. a 4 6 4a iq04 AQ ho 


Ve 


X. XN KN. SS 


that he deſerved to die moſt juſtly; but prayed 


REDEMPTION 6 
in our ſtead; for he way wornded or tormented, as 
wedeſerved to have been, for ow tranſereſrons; he 
was bruijell for our iniquities : The chaſtiſement of our 


peace, the ſuffering ſignified by all the facrifices in 


the law, was upon him, and with his fripes, or ſtrokes 
of death, we are healed. The Lord hath laid upon him 
the iniquities of us all. Wa. liti. 4—5. | 

It was to this great work of Chrift, that the pro- 
miſe made to our firſt parents of the hrung the 
heel, the ceremonial law, and all the prophets, en- 
tirely referred. The ſacrifices, in particular, were 


appointed by God to his le from the beginning, 
— 1 of the 87 


Chriſt in their ſtead : and they were to be in force, 
as viſible directions to faith, till his death had ful- 
filled their d ; ſoon after which they wholly 
ceaſed. As Abel, Noah, Abraham, and all the 


faithful before Chriſt, from age to age, offered up 


the appointed facrifices in this view, as a remem- 
berivg ſacrament of their truſt and confidence in 

the Mek, who was to come and ſufer for them; 

ew the * coming, ny 
t a ance im in the ordi- 
nance of bread and wine, which he commanded, 
as a more proper memorial now, inſtead of the 


other. 


If you conſider the ſacriſſces, the ſacrifice of the 
paſſover for inftance, which includes all the reſt (for 


the others were only diverſified to ſhew- forth in 


various lights the ſeveral parts of the ſame thing), 
you will perceive, that there was the fuffering and 


| death of one offered to God tinSTEAD OF ANOTHER. 


See alſo Gen. xxii. 13. This was called an atone- 
ment, a propitiation, or covering, for tranſgrefſion 
and fin. When the man brought the victim before 

the Lord, he put his hand upon it, and confeſſed, 


that 
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ordinance, in his room. And ſo, for 


to God's 
it's fake, 
and ſtanding 


ſerts, was and the finner pardoned, 'The 
pardon came, r the ſake of the ſacrifice (for 


of » upon the foreſight of man's fin, 

- all 22 to ſet forth the divine juſtice 
againſt evil, the divine mercy towards his peo- 
ple; to offer himſelf without ſpot, and to take away 
fn by the ſacrifice of himſelf. So that now, who- 
ſoever cometh to God in faith of this facrifice, and 


ve bim his fins, and 


They lived before Chriſt, and therefore en rites 
and ceremonies pointed out, who he was to be, and 


aber he was to do, and their hope in him as the 


Saviour 10 come hereafter. 


B 


fared theſe! 
| lets, undefiled, and { 
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I have dwelt the longer upon this head, becauſe 
there are people, . riſen I yp: ow, 
who have preſumed to deny this doQrine of 
ment by ſeſus Chriſt. But they do hot conſider, 
22 „ HOY make of the Bible, which 

of this, than of any other matter 
— becauſe all our ſalvation depends — 
it. Wich what eyes can they read the account 
Saviour's j Emmaus, in Luke xxiv. where 
he ſaid to his diſciples, Owght not Chriff to have fuf- 
* and to enter inte bis ? How 
ought he to ſuffer? Was he not pure, holy, harm- 
rate from finners? Why 
28 wn anne — = ac | 
ſuffering to ? In no other poſſible way, for no 
other poſſible or conſiſtent reaſon, — 
and in our ſtead. He firſt took 
fins; and then the e, due to them, follow- 
ed, as it did, of The Lord /aid help upon 


one that is mighty, when be laid Gritou is and hen 


the government of our: ſalvation upon Chriſt, who 
| was the tree Scape-ear, or: {what Hebrew word 
fignifies) the ffrong-one ts go off, and who, as God 


— 
2 for ever, — 

hen 2228 
ri 4 | 
s five hundred years before he came into 
— Dan. ix. 24. 8 
redemption by the blood, reconciliation by:the 
Chriſt, and the like, all fignify (or thay 
nn and ſaving truth. 


be denied 
(a eur Lock ſpeaks) 
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CHAP. XI. 


On fame remarkable Ordinances in the J 
Cc hurch, 


MVBl ad abies ths eaindutioiieie? ans. 


ment or ſacrifice, antient believers be- 


fore Chriſt had ſeveral ordinances appointed by 


God, as types, or reſembling ſhadows, of many 


truths; which were TH GOSPEL to them, 


great 
_ as the ſame truths in plain words are now the goſ- 


— The word goſpel is taken from our Saxon 
thers, and means good news, or glad tidings. 
I will ſelect a few of the plaineſt of theſe typifying 
ordinances, and 92 to ſhew you the 
meaning of them, that you may not be wholly ig- 


. Norant, as too many are, of the great deſigu and 
the Old eftament, which, fo far from 
g deſtroyed, is only confirmed in its ſubſtance 


ary of 
by the New. Indeed, either of them could be 


true, unleſs both were true: they mutually ſupport 


and teſtify ef each other. 
| The art F the covmant was the chief object in 
all the inſtitutions, and fignifies the ſtate of 
| God's church brought into union with Chriſt in 
the bali of all, that is, in glory. But, as this 
contains ſome particulars of a very fublime and 
nature; I will paſs on to another circum- 
ſtance; and the rather as I have endeavoured to 
explain this matter elſewhere, which you may have 


op orgs 
Tie ale of incenſe, deſeribed in Exod. xxx. is | 


— Vol. 3. p. 262, 24 edit 
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REDEMPTLON. Tt 
diet of all. Incanſe wes to be offered or fumed 
upon it every morning and evening ; and an atone» 
ment Was to be made upon it, once in à year, by 


touching the hen, of this altar with the blood of 


the ſin· ffering. preſented an the great day of atone» 
ment. This So ceprefents Chriſt the haly One, as 
the Mediator of his people. The incenſe repreſents 
him and his mers, as Sus for aur iniguities (for 
the inGenſe, as well as the Wanna, anacher f 

of Chwiſt, was to, bs. ru, beſors it was — 
ed. Lev. xvi. 12), zad offered up, withthe pray era 
of his people, for their parden and j uſtiſieation be- 
fore God, This was dene twice, that ia, once in 
the morning and once in the aſternoon of the ſume 
day, to teach us, both that believers Sefurs and 
7 Chriit, and alſo. that every/believer early and 
ate, ſhould, approacly. by faith and prayer unta 
God, pleading- the merits of a hruiſed and ſuffer- 
ing Savigur in his behalf. The high- prieſt alone 


touched this altar with the blood. of atonement 


once in & Year, as a memorial, that once, in the 
ſulneſs of time, the Meſſiah, the true High-Preetb 
of our profeſſion, would to take away int by 
the ſacrifice of bimjelf, and by that one offering, once 
offered and applied, would perfect for ever ib hat 


The table of foew-bread, the form of which. is 
deſgribed in Exod. xxy. 23. repreſenied: Chritk the 
Broad of life, as: the only ſpiritual ſood of his.peo-. 
ple, by which they were nouriſhed, unto. life eter- 
nal. There were twelve loaves for the twelve. 
tribes of Iſrael, ta ſhew, that every one of his pe- 


pla ſheald have their portian from Cheiſt in due 


' The golden abel denoted Chrilk tha Light of 


A Sad. Ha is the only trus li 1 


* 
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of God and themſelves. £54k. | | 
Theſe three laſt utenfle, namely, the golden al. 

rar, the table, and the candleftick, with their furni- 


as we are told by 


ö 1 


41-44; 
1 
- 


utenſils ſtood, fignified the church of Chriſt in this 
world, or the ſtate of 


into which believers 
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by them, and the grace intended through them. 
And theſe are ſubjects for our contemplation, as 
well as their's.” The difficulties are as ſo many 
ſpiritual parables to exerciſe our minds; and the 
iſcovery of truth under them is to employ and to 


prove our faith. Through grace, the way of this 


ſtudy will, as you go along, be more ſmooth and 
deli , even to the gates of heaven. This is 
the key of knowledge (as our Lord terms it) which 


opens the paſſage to them. The words of divine 


wildom ſhall be found rLAin to him that aner- 


| Sexdnd, and n1Qur i chew ter fad buen. - 


Prev. viii. 9. To all others they are dark, and 
caak i. 


F the books of Exodus and Leviticus were duly 
1 underſtood, the New Teſtament itſelf could 
not be ſo much miſtaken as it frequently is. When 
men know not the form of knowledge and of the truth 
in the law, they cannot apprehend the analogy, 
or proportion, or agreement of faith, which runs 
through the whole Bible; and therefore are apt 
to ſuppoſe, that ſome parts are at variance with. 


| others, not ſuſpecting the infirmity or weakneſs of 
right apprehenſion to be entirely in themſelves. 


dear child, pray to God for inſtruction. I will 
lead you by the hand, as well as, I can; but it is 
God, who muſt give you light to clear up his own 
truths, which are indeed ſelf-evident when rightly 


| known; and it is God, who muſt give you ſpiritual 


eyes to uſe the light which he hath promiſed.. Ican_ 
only help you, at the moſt but a little, by my words 
nd my prayers; and this, I truſt, I ſhall not fail 
W ara 
"> pats 882 80 | de 


? * 


7 ＋ REDEMPTION. 
vou thoroughly i 
Aud him, I hope, a father and a friend to bleſs and 
inſtruct you, when my ſpirit is fled far away from 
the earth, and my body is laid in the and 
tent grave. I ſhall ſoon be gathered to my fathers 
—the fathers, who had like precious faith before 
me: May the God of all mercy, in his own due 

e, gather you, and all my children, after me, 

— 8 the Ons auhoſe 


i a 


The perſon of the high-pri 


R i 7 alter of Ie 
ſignified a benevolent ſtanding between God and 


man, who were at variance through fin, in order 
to reconcile both; by offering to God what was 
due to his law and Jaſtice, and by giving to man in 
return the requiſite mercy, pardon, juſtification, and 
bleſſing. The high-prieſt under the law was to be 
without blemiſh, perfect, and in particular circum- 


ſtances of holineſs above all other men. So Chriſt, - 


the true High-Prieft, was holy, harmleſs, and ſeparate 
en finners. In him was no fin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth. He was without fpot, and, in 
ſhort, a ſummary of all perfection. Such a high- 
prieſt E= us, who could thus approach unto 


God, and who alone could (as the p_ ſpeaks) 
engage or pledge, or mingle „ his ve Ne kick 8 2 
T 


proaching for us. ſer. XXX. 21. high-prieſt 
ks the law offered an atonement, once in the 


year, and preſented it in the moſt holy place. The 


apoſtle ſhews, that this fignified the perfect atone- 


ment of Chriſt, who made a full reconciliation for 
believers, by offering his own blood or life, once 
for ever, beſore the Majeſty on high. The high- 
prieſt alſo, when he ended this ſolemn — 


.. came forth and bleſſed the people, from the holy 


— repeating — Jehovah n 


in deed and in truth. You will 
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and at each time mentioning reſpectively the office 


of each of the divine perſons. Numb. vi. 24. So 
Chriſt, having fni/bed the work of ſalvation, bleſſes 
his redeemed indeed with the love, grace, and 
communion of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, mat- 
ing them ro — — by putting it 
upon them, that is, by giving the life of unto 
them, by which they live for-ever. Ina word, all 
the dreſs, and holy duties, of the high-prieft under 


the law, do ſet forth in a type or figure the various 


circumſtances of Chrift's — and love — his 
people. I ſhould be glad tof more at large 
upon this intereſting ſubject; but the intended 
brevity of theſe papers (not to mention the extent 
and depth of the ſubject,) muſt for the preſent 
reſtrain me. ap 
The altar of — the laver, the va- 
rious ſacrifices, the order of offering thoſe ſacrifices, 
the time, the place, 'and all other ceremonies, had . 


* particular ſenſes and deſigns, and were intended to 
- expreſs, by their ſeveral parts, what Chriſt is to 


us in one altogether. And theſe diſtin& and ſeve- 
ral ordinances were ſo appointed, becauſe it was 
neceſſary for the human mind to conſider ſeparately, 
and one after another, thoſe manifold mercies of 
God in Chriſt, which it could not comprehend 1o 
clearly and ſtrongly, in one view, as a whole. Our 
bodily eye can fee but little more than one point 
in one inſtant; we can ſurvey together but a very 
ſmall part of a globe or ball: And our mind's eye, 
or underftanding, reſpecting divine or mental 
things, can properly view or apprehend but one ar” 
a time. It is by the knowledge of parts, and then 
by combining or putting thoſe parts together, that 
we muſt riſe to the knowledge of the whole, 
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CHAP. XIII. 


0 God's Am of £r; Jewiſh Nation to be his 
e. 55 


OD was pleaſed to raiſe up the Jewiſh people 

for a to — a | 

He cbæſ them of his own will, and et bit love 
upon them ; not becauſe of their number, for they 
were the feweſt of all people not for their righteor/- 
ne/s, for they were a ftiff-necked people ; not for their 
honour or wealth, for they were bondmen, or ſla ves 
in Egypt. He choſe them for a leſſon of his grace 


to his true and ſpiritual people, who ſhould come 
after to the end of the world. They were indeed 

a © prophetical nation, —a people, whoſe hiſtory, 
whole laws, whoſe peculiar circumſtances, were 
| pes or reſemblances of things to come, and there- 


re were practical prophecies of them. 1 

The Iſraelites were in Egypt, the houſe of bond- 
age, under a cruel prince, By the hand of an 
old and friendleſs man, Moſes, God viſited them 


there. He delivered them with a mighty hand, and 


deſtroyed their foes, who oppreſſed them. By the 
ſign of a lamb ſlain, eaten, and his blood ſprinkled, 
he brought them forth with gladneſs. Thus that, 
which helped theſe, was to the other an occaſion 
of falling. He carried them through the Red fea 


| Into the wilderneſs, baptizing them (as the apoſtle 


ſpeaks) iz it; and through the wilderneſs for forty 
years be gave them manna, or bread from heaven, 
which was a ſacrament to them of that ſpiritual 


bread Chrift, by whom alone men can live unto 


God. Finally, he brought them through Fardan 


into Canaan, the promiſed land and inheritance, 


manifeſting his preſence all the way, by the pil- 
lar of a cloud, which ſpread itſelf over them to 
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REDEMPTION. 77 
defend them from heat by day, and appeared in the 
night like fire to enlighten and to their jour- 
ney. Palm cv. 39. | 

All this is a ſtriking fimilitude of the Cog 
ilgrimage through the. world. We are by nature 
15 255 — through ſin, in to Satan. God 


delivers us by a Saviour, who, in his outward form, 
| had nothing to invite the ſenſes, or to gain the ap- 


plauſe of men. He was ſo poor, that he had not 


where to lay his head, in a world which owed its all 
to his bounty. By his death, as a lamb. ſlain ac- 


cording to the ordinance of God, we obtain deli- 
verance; and, by the application of his blood to 
our ſouls, we begin to move towards heaven. This 


| blood alſo preſerves us from death, and hell, and 


the deſtroyer. We are baptized into Chriſt, and 
t on Chriſt, He feeds us with the banner of his 
ve, he guides us by the light of his grace, he 
ſcreens us from the heat of trials, he preſerves us 
through all the way, and fights for us in all the 
warfare. He carries us ſafely, at laſt, through the 
river of death, and brings us with joy to his holy 


| habitation. See Ifa. iv. 2—6. And thus (as it was 


declared in prophecy), according to the days (or 
manner) of J act's coming "out of Egypt, hath the 
Lord ſbe un unto his people marvellous (or ſecret and 
ſpiritual)-things. Mic. vii. 15. 


What a lively picture is here? Does not the figure 


in the glaſs anſwer to the figure out of it? Is not 


the ſhadow, though it be not ſo bright, exactly like 


the ſubſtance which cauſed it:? | 
Thus learn to read, my child, the word of God. 


It ſpeaks by words and by deeds. It is a book of 

truth and facts for ages, and not for a ſeaſon only. 
It belongs to the people of God; it ſuits them in 
all places and times; it is their common ſtock or 


_ proviſion; and the more they uſe it and know it, 


D z | the 


78 REDEMPTION. 

the wiſer and ſtronger they grow. To give a dry 
hiſtory of the Jeu, lilce A. hiſtory of * Greeks 
and Romans, as a nation who once lived and flou- 
riſhed, and are now diſperſed, would be but of 
little account to you, or me, or the church of God. 
It might give, indeed, a curious amuſement to the 
mind, but could not reach forward to promote our 
hopes and laſting welfare. But to read this hiſto 
as a lefſon of grace, as a proof of grace, as an af- 
fair in which God manifeſted himſelf for the com- 
mon ſalvation, which ſhould go forward by the 
very means related of it, and as a buſineſs, which, 
if it could have been defeated, or had not been ſb 
ordered, would have prevented all tation of 
eternal happineſs; this is truly 1 r us in 
every moment of our lives, this is of utmoſt 


importance to conſider deeply and continually. 1 


pray God, 9 may endeavour to underftand 
theſe things, and that you may know what a fund 
of bleflings is revealed in the holy ſcriptures, and 
what a ſhare you are privileged to have of them, 
through faith, for yourſelf. This —— will 
give you a ſolidity of mind and a peace of heart, 


which, through the grace of him who beſtows 


them, will preſerve you from a thouſand dangerous 
errors, and — you from the abundance ot thoſe 
fins, to which raw and unprincipled yourhs are con- 
tinually expoſed. My heart is too much concerned 
to wiſh you leſs mercies than theſe; and when you 
know them, you will not be able eaſily to aſk 

reater for yourſelf. God enable my child both to 
eke and to find them!? oj 
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| | CHAP. XIV. 
The Prophet teftified 11 and of — 


| == imony of ]u8vs is the ſpirit of prophecy. 
The — prepheſiad (Matt. xi. 13. concern- 
ing Chriſt, as we have ſeen; and ſo did the holy men 


4 from age to age, who Hale as they <were 


— Holy Gheft. Their prophecy came not by | 
at furdry 


_ of man, but 4 was God, who, at 
times, and in divers mannevs, or figures, /pake in time 


paſt unto the fathers by the prophets. Lord God 


will do nothing, but he revealeth his fecrers unto hi: 
ſervants the prophets. Amos iii. 7. By the ſeriptare: 

of thoſe þ — ets, 212 myſtery, kept Howe (or in ſilence) 
ernal ages, is now made manifeft—for the 

hence of faith. Rora. xvi. 25, 26. 1 Cor. vi. 7. 
And theſe prophets inquired and ſearched diligently 


concerning ſabvation: ſearching alſo, what, or what 


manner of time, the SIA T or CHRIST which was 
12 them did fignify, when it teftified before-hand the 
s of Chriſt, and the glory that follexw. 

1 Pet. i. 10, 11. 
The Spirit of Chriſt did teſtify to Ahrabam, in 
the whole buſineſs of the offering up his Son, that 
thus it behoved Chriſt himſelf to fuffer indeed, rhe juſt 


For the unjuſt, to bring us unto Grd; and accordingly 


the patriarch, by faich, called the name of the place 
Jebovab. iir: that is (in this mount, or place), 


Fabovak Boll , or be ſeen. Gen. xxii. Chriſt ap- 
peared on that very ſpot (for there the temple after. 
wards ſtood), and called the res end WE ROY Ne 


Fur. Matt. xxi. 13. 


Facob propheſied, that the Jews ſhould not be 


removed from their rank among the nations, till 


2 — Chriſt, ſhould come. Gen. xlix, 10. 
| D4 Accordingly, 


a em 
" 
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_ Accordingly, not till about. forty years after the 
- aſcenſion o& Chriſt,-the Romans entirely took away 
their place and nation. Sf ls - 
The whole almoſt of Jo/eph's hiſtory is a pro- 
hetic parable concerning Curiſt, which I ſhould 
de glad to draw out at length before you, if I had 
room. I can, however, refer you with pleaſure to 
an excellent ſtatement of this hiſtory and its ſublime 
ſenſe, drawn by the excellent pen of the amiable 
M. Rollin, in vol. iii. of his Belles Lettres a work 
with which I have already promiſed to treat you. 
The writings of Mofes are full of Chriſt. John 
i. 45- The Saviour is the object of his worſhip 
and of his hope, in all the rites and ceremonies, in 
all the hiſtory and tranſactions of his time, Ir 
would be too much in this place, to recite the mul- 
titude of teſtimonies: I have mentioned ſome in 
the four preceding chapters. The whole law, de- 
livered by him, is a confirmation and deſcription af 
that great ſalvation and the Author of it, which had 
been revealed and promiſed from the beginning. 
- Chriſt is the noe, and ſoul of all his inftitutions. 
Without him, even in the notion, they dwindle 
into a ſolemn ſet of uſeleſs and trifling, and, there- 
fore, filly and ſtrange obſervances. | 
Jeſus Chrift was revealed alſo to the other pro- 
phets; and they pe of bim, even as the Spirit gave 
tbem utterance. Thus they foretold, that he was— 


to deſcend from David. Pſalm cxxxii. 11. Iſa, 


xi. 1. Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. xxxiii. 15,—to be Gop 


WITH us, Or Ged manifeft in the fleſs. Ia. vii. 14. 


with 1 Tim, iii. 16. John i. 14. Jer. xxiii. 6.— 
to be born in Bethlehem : Mic. v. 2.—to be born of 
a virgin: Ifa. vii. 14.—to live in powerty and ſorrows 
Zech. ix. g. Ifa. liii.— to work miracles : Ia. xxxv. 
4, &c. Xlii. 6, 7. Ezek. xxxiv. 16.— to be fad for 
we price of a ſlave: Zech. xi. 12, ah + 


SSA EEZE- 2 22 


ED gers 28 


lbbeing, as the apoſtle terms it, a more ſure. word), 
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fn : Pſalm xxii. 16, 17, 18. 30. Iſa. Iii. 10, 11, 12. 


with Har iii. 17.—at an expreſs _ 8 Dan. ix. 
24. . ili. 6—9.—to riſe again. XV1. 10. 
Hoſ. vi. 288 to heaven Pſalm lxviii. 18. 
ex.— to reig over all, bleſſed for ever. Ifa. 


ix. 6, 7. Pfalm IXXxXix. 27. 2 Sam. vii. 12, &c. 


com with * i. — a, = 14.—All which 
(and much more) was really y accompliſhed, 
as you may read in the New Teſtament. | 
There are many prophecies alſo. in the Bible 
(but I have not room to cite them and their accom- 
pliſhments here), which relate to particular perſons 


and events; one eſpecially I may, however, men- 


| tion, the fulfilment of which you may ſee every 


day with your own eyes; I mean the diſperſion of 


the Jews, who are no ſettled people, yet a diſtinct 


people; wha are every where, but as a nation found 


no where; living by themſelves, and yet amongſt all 
men; —_— every other people in the hiſtory 


of mankind, but entirely agreeable to the long- 
threatened and fore-appointed judgment of God. 
See Lev. xxvi. 32, 33. 44. Deut. xxviii. 64, &c. 
Hol. ix. 17. viii. 8. From theſe prophecies you 
ought to gather, that as God foreknows all things, 
ſo his rovidence and. power rule over all, even the 
| affairs. It is he who preſcribes the order 
af men's times, and the bounds of their habitation. 

I wiſh you to remark, what a noble and unan- 
ſwerable proof the prophecies give us of the truth 
of our holy religion. It is barely poſſible, though 
extremely unlikely, that our ſenſes may be deceived 
under the appearance of a miracle; but prophecies, 
given forth concerning perſons and things, many 
ages before the perſons lived or the things came to 
paſs, allow of no fort of deception, but demonſtrate 


fore knowing w iſdom of God mult be in 
Ds; * the 
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the caſe, If his wiſdom, then his power; and if 


both theſe, then his faithfulneſs m the truth of 
_— is pat, and the certainty of fulfilment reſpect- 
whatever is decreed to come. The predictions 
if the Bible are not like the ridiculous prophecy of 
Tirefias, ** What I foretel (ſays he) ſhall either be 
or not be:“ but they are all Yea, and all Amen, in 
Chrift Jeſus; that is, abſolutely certain, without a 
_ denial, — Boug invariably true, beyond 
the 


> DMs frame ſcope. is here for our beſt and 
higheſt ! Ponder upon theſe things more 
. older and wiſer you grow, through 


e, they will de the more delightful to you. 
They will tend to ſettle your principles, and to ſup- 
— infidelity, and to comfort your heart, and to 

mend your life, all the way to heaven. 


C HAP. XV. 


The Declration of the New Li, concerning 


CHRIST. 


is almoſt unneceſſary to fay, that the New 
Teſtament ſets forth the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; be- 


— he that runs may read his holy name and deeds 


in every page of it. But it may, however, be pro- 
py to obſerve, how exactly it correſponds with 
Old Teftament, making all its evidence com- 

| plete and perfect, and thereby affording a proof 
concerning the truth of its own. The Old. Teſtament 

implies and contains the New; and the New is but 

the explanation and confirmation of the Old': both 

are the work and the wiſdom of God. It appears 

| abſolutel im * that men, living in very re- 
mote and different ages from each other, and all of 


them long — a certain ſet of facts which were 


to — by one perſon, and in à ſhort 
{pace 


TS ea gras . r 


m 1 


8 7 Fa R-Þ & © ee ; 


ol Jeruſalem, of the priefiiood among the Jows, and 


tion of the Levirical ſervices a» they ſtood before, 
and as they were required by the law. 'The Jews 


cerning them; and it was equally feretold, chat 
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ſpace of time, and each of them committing their 


teſtimonies to writing, which teſtimonies were 
carefally preſerved and known by a whole nation 
from one generation to another, without any alter- 
ation of them; I fay it is impoſſible, that men, fo 
circumſtanced, could agree in the invention of a 
falſhood of ſuch vaſt importance, and of an 
importance, too, not merely to ſome low, bafe, 
and temporal intereſts, but to the ſpiritual and 
everlaſling concerns of their fouls. - Bar, even 
ſuppoſing for a moment all. this poſſible, yet it 


would have been abſulutely impoſſible for any 


man, poor, fuſpected, deſpiſed, and unſupported in 
the world; as our Saviour was, to have brought all 
theſe” reftimonies of ages, and all the daily rites 


and ferviees of the Jewiſh churels from age to age, 


into one perfe& point of concord with himſelf, and 
with his on acts and doctrines; if ho had not been 
_ a perſon more 2883 or — — 

iptute expueſſes it) if he had not been % J 
Galen power. Nay, within a little — 
in order to ſhew that he was indeed the true Meſſian, 
ſo ordered every thing, by the deſtraction 


of all their accounts of families, that now there can 
be no proof of any other; nor any poſfible reſamp- 


rejected Chritt according to what was foretold con- 


they, therefore, would be rejected of God. Every 
generation finee Chriſt has beer 2 witneſs of the 


troth of this prophecy, which remainiw ar this d 


in fall foree. Thus hatly God dealt ws anci- 
ent people for their hard and imbinitent Heart; and 
thus-will he continue to deal with them as af tell 
mony ier Chuitt, which, contary ' de 641 


views 


84 
views and deſigns, they are obliged to give,  antil 
| 222 of t Gentiles be come in. All nations (it is 
Hall do bim ſervice: And, therefore, it may 

— be believed, that if any nation, er 
tended light of a falſe and vile philoſo — 


work of the devil the c 

ſhall renounce her ws compte of Chriſt, 
which it hath once received, I ſay, — 
believed, band t n by ch a revolt as a 
rebellion againſt himſelf, various judgments 
2 — 

| 2 , and the law, prophefied until Jobs 
: That is, their prophecies were in ſuſ- 
not being accomplified till Jah appeared. 
> the whats lobfency of: them Vegan to-beifib- 


filled. He was "on Lord's forerunner, or herald, 
wo | 
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lowed his ſtrictly; for they affirmed, — 


all the reſt, that they ſaid noNnE OTHER 
$ than . 
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de bis prophocesconering th Jens ao Je. 
— concerning the Jews e- 


tant humiliation and ſorraws ; the baſe falſhood 


8 K „de ee 


f Senn in nen 25. 


ſhew his birth; I 

fleſh (which was to ray + 
— into Agype the teſtimony of the Father and 
Holy Spirit to him, at his baptiſm, when be began 


His office; his temptations by Saran; his ſermons and 


parables; the calling of his apoſtles ; his miracles, 
pombles; che calling of his apuiies; ba micach, 


— 


8 


ere all falkilled: the oppoſition 
— — are had foreſitwa's 


+ 


* 


+ 


Judas to him, which was alſo propheſiede; - hi 
deli n 


j 


law, by the writings a7 the —— — 2 
ſelfz with ſuch a concord and meeting of all eir- 
.cumſtances, as never were ſeen in the nal of any 
Nn before, and could not have been ſeen.in his, 


— 


of theſe Pſalms has heen moſt 
are not ſimply, but ſolemn 
and all thoſe of the falſe 


„ and — — 
ſalvation. All L have faxt has been ſaid with this 
view, that, by God's — * — know and 
undectient the things that belong to your peace: 
that you may ſer the great means, which God hath 
provided tu ſecare thoſe things: io you that you 
may ſeeł and pray for the attainment of them; and, 
im a word, that you may be found at the laſh a c 
and fine CN ler raw; This is the highefl of all 
characters and 2 is the leading name to the 
rank. and of a hing a iq an God; 
— with thaw: 2 crown: of glory, a 

. thru nd hu a 

ET — 
n e. an 


a 4—— 12 heads yore 
— hbigh-calling, this trus recompoence: of the 
roward, and net be pat er your only e v. | 
witiv the: poor and. 
! ſaid any 
1 . ho ge Fen 


- = Saw Loon ofthe 
concerning our — by him becauſe, when 


— began their miniſtry (which was on 
they pr — the d : — 
224 of by — 5 in leu 5 
0 8 power in comp 0 
of Glyation, 1 e i 


Wien 


rr * 


run | 
CHRISTIAN PARENF. 
PART II. 


CHAP. I. 
- On the Neceſſity of Grace. 


difficult to you, from me, or 
friends. I traſt, we ſhall all be 
happy to aſſiſt you, fo far as we are able; I 
ſo far as we are able, for we cannot give you 


full and beſt ſenſe of them, nor can you obtain it 
by yourſelf; it is the gift, and therefore muſt be 


from the-goodneſs of God, to you. He commands 
you and me, however, to aſk, to ſeek, to knock at 
the door of grace; and he has promiſed, that we 


. ſhall not aſſ in vain: and if our deſires are fineere; 


they are from him, and then become earneſts or 

„that he will fully extend his bleſſing, I 
am pleaſed, therefore, whenever I read it, with 
the little exhortation put before the Lord's prayer 


in the church catechiſm, which I wiſh-you to notice 


particularly. My good child, kaow ga = : 


1 ode ail 4 2 — 


| 
} 
| 
| 
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thou art not able to do theſe things of thyſelf, 
nor to walk in the commandments of God and to 


{ſerve him, without his ſpeci dl v7 which thou. 
muſt learn, at all times, to call. for by diligent 
prayer.” The fecial grace of God is the gift and. 


work of his Hol Se1r1T within the ſoul; and, 


if not uſually obtained in the way of prayer, is at 
leaſt moſt certainly followed up with a praying 


heart. I will, therefore, conſider as briefly as yo. | 
| fible, the nature and office of this divize Perfou in 


the great buſineſs of our falvation: And may he 
enable you to read and underſtand ! 
CHAP. H. 
On. the Hor x Gnos r, or SPIRIT. 
HE word Gbeß is an old Engliſh word; and 


| means Spirit. We have, in the firſt part, 
mentioned, that the oze God, or Jehovah, hath in 


himſelf zbree diftinQ, though eſſentially not ſeparate 
or divided, perſons; and that theſe are called in 


ſcripture, Father, Sen, and Holy Ghoſt. We have allo 
conſidered the Father, as the Bible conſiders him, 


thirdly, to ſpeak of the Holy Ghoſt as San#ifeer. 


Y 
But h we ſpeak of this divine Perſon laſt, do 
— 


him te be inferior to, or different in na- 


ture from, the other two; for (as a very antient 


creed ſays) in the holy Trinity, © none is before 
or -after the other; none is greater or leſs than 
another; but the whole three Perſons are co-eter- 
nal „ and ual.'”* They are not one 
only Perſon (ſays the church of England very ex- 


cellently in the communion- ſervice), but three Per- 


ſons in one ſubſtance. For that which we believe 


of the glory of. the Father, the ſame we — 


under the idea or notion of Creator, and the Son 
under the character of Redeemer; and now we come, 


r 


4 8 
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the Son and of the Holy Ghoſt, without any differ- 


ence or inequality.” The Spirit is Jebovab, that 


is (as we have before ſaid), He that 1s, and 
LI vs eternally, by his own power, or a Being 
ever ſelf· exiſtent, which means the ſame. The 

holy ſcriptures are very clear in this point, and call 


him by very name Fehovah, which cannot be 


given to a creature, becauſe the true notion vf a 
creature is one who receives his life or being 
from another. And all beings muſt be creatures, 
except One; and that One is God. The Holy 


Spirit, therefore, not receiving life, but being Livm 
1T38LF, or JEHOVAH, Which means that very 


thing preciſely, is true and very God, or a divine 
3 — I mention the divi- 
_ of the — Spirit to you ſo expreſaly, that you 
notice it; both becauſe ſome un- 


ſtable men — dared to contradict God's word, 


and becauſe his holy and almighty power is the 
— ound- work — of all that remains to 
B 


CHAP. III. 
Tie Work of the HoLy Srixir. 
S Creation and Redemption are ſpecially aſſigned 
to the Father and the Son, io Sandification, 
that is, the ſeparating to God from fin, and the 


working grace or holineſs in the ſouls of men, is 
the particular operation of the Holy Ghoſt. 


"Through his power, the office of the Father in 
2 nn. of the Son in redemption, is com— 
E ing men to anſwer the ends of 


He bet the ſouls of poor ſinners, ſuch as 
you and [ are, with his “ ſpecial grace,” worki 
om, that they may have a good will, and 
2 with them, whey they — it.“ that they 

may 
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may do that which is good and acceptable onto 
God. Firſt, he convinces them (as our Lord pro- 
miſed he would, in John xvi. 9, &c.) of fr, ſhew- 
ing them their utter need of a Saviour, and that 
they muſt periſh for ever without one. He does 


this, by cauſing them to ſee, and by making them 
feel too, how widely they have depa from 


 Gdd's holy law how deplorably finfut they are in 
their very hearts and natures, as well as in their 
words and actions ; how very weak they are alſo of 
_ themſelves, and how unable to do any thing that 
can purchaſe the favour of God; how they muſt 
come only as poor, wretched, loft, and undone 
creatures, and impiore bn free mercy and forgive- 


net; and how impoflible ic is for thews to be ſaved. 


by any other means or in any other way. He next 
convinces them of God's rigen, ; it God 


— d juſt through | 
Chritt ; ———— — — | 


be cleanſed from their in by his blood, and be 
Juſtified by his obedience, . He: gives the 


it, both in heart and life. He convinces them, 


% 


hereby, of judgment; becauſe by this Spirit, Satan, 
or the evil one, with all his deeds, is condemned 
and caſt out in themſebves, and they are enabled 


to diſouan his ſervice and authority for ever, and 


becauſe all wicked men and wicked fpirits hall re- 


ceive their final judgment and condemnation from 
Chriſt in the laſt day, for their oppoſition and de- 


fpight to his grace, mamfeſted by che Spirit in his 
x yada — 7 * 
The doing this bleſſed work of grace in the foul 
of any perſon, is what the ſcripture calls 


rin which conſiſts truly of, A death unto n, and 


= 
faith to their ſouls, that they may embrace this truth 
and reſt upon it, and thug g God by the con- 
feſſion of a true faith, and by a walk agreeable to 


es. eres z „rss geddes 


e > 
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a new birth unto righteouſneſs.” It is a drach un 
n, becauſe it delivers the ſoul from the love, guilt, 
and dominion of fin; and it is a new birth anto righ- 
2 becauſe it brings the ſame ſoul into a neu- 
ſpiritual life with God; into new hopes and 
cares, and affections, and defires; into new pow- 
ers and faculties of _—_— God _ all holineſs ; 5 
and into a preparation for loving and living wit 
him for ever in glory. Thee Can be no holineſs 
without this regeneration: and there can be no 
regeneration but by the Holy Ghoſt. When men 
are ſet to work ts life, or w roduce goodneſs by 


8 — ; ts (a5 0ur Lord 
tells us) like t _— o — —— 2 
thorns, or To 


Joxf be made good, or — = apoſtle, uſin lc 
expreſſes it), the foul malt firſt | 
| into Chrift; and then it will produce the d frum 
of faith and holineſs by Chriſt to the glory of God. 

This work is done in every perſon, who is ſaved; 

for, without it (as Chriſt aſſures us in John iii. 3.) 
no man can /oe the kingdom of God, and canſequently 
(as in ver. 5.) no man can enter into ir. 

The doing this bleſſed work at large, is the 
gathering together in one the children of God 
n, that are — abroad, or forming the true 

holy catholic, that is, univerſal church, which confiſts 

of God's faithful people in all ages of the world, 
conſidered as one ſeparated ſociety or body, of 
which — . 2 and end, For this 

purpoſe the worl at t rt may 
add daily to this church of the firfleborn, who — 

«written in heaven, thoſe, who ſhalt be finally and 

everlaſtingly ſaved. This church, though to us at 

preſent izwifible, is framed from age to age from 
the outward and wi/ible church, or churches, who 
are mixed aſſemblies of all forts, or 9 = - 
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both bad and goed, in whom is the true form of god- 
lineſs (as leaſt ſo far as it is eſſentially neceſſary), 
and among whom is the true p of it. When 
the fulneſs of time is come, that is (as the burial- 
fervice of the church of land expreſſes it), 
when * the number of God's ele& is accompliſhed, 

his kingdom will be haſtened.” We pray, there- 
fore, daily in the Lord's prayer, that this king- 


dom may come; for this will be the perfection of 


creation, redemption, and ſanctiſication, all to- 
| gether. It will be ſhewing forth the glory and at- 
tributes. of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, the Tri- 
une God, the One Jehovah, in their ſeveral offices 
of mercy and ſalvation, before all worlds of holy 
and intelligent beings, for ever and ever. 
O that you may come, my dear child, into the 
| clear knowledge and enjoyment of theſe precious 
truths} They unply the greateſt eſtate, the higheſt 
privileges, the moſt true and ſolid ſatis faction, even 
in this world. But this, all this that can be enjoyed 


here, is infinitely the leaſt part of the portion; and 


but a pledge, or foretaſte, of it at the moſt: The 


eat inheritance remains; the full poſſeffon of what 


the Father hath ordained, the Son hath purchaſed, 
and the Spirit hath prepared, is-re/erved for heaven, 
far beyond the reach of evil or decay. If I had 
ever ſo great a fortune to. beſtow upon you, what 
would it all be to ſuch bleſſings as theſe? —lt is 
ſwallowed up, it ſinks to nothing, in the compa- 
riſon. An earthly crown is but a poor and trouble- 
ſome bauble, — fades from day to day; but this 
inheritance, this rightful eſtate, which the Holy 
Spirit leads us to; this kingdom; this crown ; this 
glory—O what words ſhall I find to give buta hint 
of this unutterable grandeur !—all this, and-far 
more than can be reached by thought uſelf—all this 
is reſerved in heaven for the people of God, by the 


amnipotence: 
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of God himſelf, to all eternity. My 


dear child, think of 5 and may grace 


reſerve all theſe bleſſings for 

On the Rule of Holineſs. 

"OD word is the inſtrument of faith, and the 
\_F meaſure of right and duty. It was revealed 
by the Holy Spirit for theſe moſt neceſſary uſes: 
And he wor II enli- 
vening, and enforcing it upon the hearts and con- 


ſciences of his people. One great deſign of the 


whole book is to expoſe fin, to diſcover how its 
guilt may be done away, to propoſe a method and 


meaſure of obedience, and by all this to confound 


and repel the powers of darkneſs. There is not 


one licence in this holy volume, for the leaſt fin, 


of thought, word, or deed. It ſhews, on the con- 
trary, all fin is damnable, and that they, in 
whom it reigns, unforgiven, and therefore unſub- 
dued, muſt be damned for it, by the juſt and 
teous decree of the high and holy One, who 
3 particular porti 
e have conſide me ar portions 
this holy book, which relate to faith in God, as 
our Creator, and in the Lord Jetus Chriſt, as our 
Redeemer; and we ought now to look into it, as 
containing the plan of ſanQtification, or holineſs, 


which the Holy Spirit, as Ser&#ifer, hath engaged 


For this end, in the firſt place, we muſt look at 
God's moral law, or law of ten commandments, 


which indeed is the ground-work of all the deſcrip- 


tions of holineſs, and exhortations to it, that may 
be found ſcattered throughout the Old and New 
Teſtaments. We ſhould 
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hoilneſs is, without a rule of holineſs; and God 
only could give us that rule. He hath given it, 
and therefore it is the right rule. 1 is in- 


- deed holy, and the commandment holy, and juſt, and good. 


Mark, however, one plain and neceſſary diſtinction: 


the moral law is not given us as a rule of faith; 


but a rule of duty: not to be a cauſe of ſpiritual 
life ; CO the actions and efe2s of that 
life. Faith reſpects the truſt of an helpleſs crea- 
ture in another : duty relates to what is owing from 


man himſelf, in the exerciſe of thoſe powers which 


This moral law, in the power of the Spirit, hath 
a double uſe. 1. By it the Spirit of God convinces 
men of fin, in ſhewing them their horrid depar- 
ture from it, and the impoſſibility of being ſaved 
by lefs than a perfe& obedience to it, which the 


ſame Spirit makes plain to them that they are ut- 
terly unable to render, and therefore that they can- 
not be ſaved by a law which they have conſtantly - 


broken, but muſt come in a new and living ⁊uay, 
different from that of their original ſtate, and re- 
cerve ſalvation through faith in the perfect obedi- 
ence of another, which is Chriſt. 2. The ſame 
| Spirit, after converſion, preſſes the law upon the 


old man of fin remaining in the believer, in order 


to keep him and his fins down, that the conſcience 


of the chriſtian may be kept holy and clear, and 


that God may be glorified in his whole life aud 
converſation. So that, firft, he is juſtified, wirbont 
the law or its deeds, through Jefus Chrift; and 
then he is ſanckiſied, according to the law, by the 
Holy Ghoſt. The law is not, therefore, made word; 
but perfect through Chrift on the one hand, and 
honoured through the Spirit's influence on 

other. Thus it becomes a law of liberty to 
_ real chriſtian, who no longer ſeeks, for carnal 
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dulgence, «liberty of law. We, being true be- 
lievers, are Jooſed or delivered, through Chriſt, | 
from its condemnation for our diſobedience, and | 
we are enabled to walk according to it, as in a 

| 


d 

t, 

3 

. — —— 2 
1 ) by the grace of the Spirit, — 44 
al o in this world, and unto c 

at —— — The 
* moral law ſhines out in heaven itſelf, and even glo- 
= _ ries the regions of glory, as being the fair and 
h 


if tranſcript of the very mind and will of 
| ; as the only expreſs moral luſtre, which crea- ö 
= cares are able to know, of his pareand trankend- | 
3 ent eſſence. We ſhall never have done with this | 
— moral law, therefore, in the realms above; for, 
d were this poſſible, we ſhould ceaſe to be happy, 
3 even there, in ceaſing to be holy; : we ſhould loſe | 
. | our freedom, which is found only in having be | 
- || /ame mind and will with God, and muſt enter into 4 
* bondage, by living ſeparate from him upon our- | 
” ſelves for ourſelves, and in following the limited | 
* ö inſtead of an infinite and all- ſufficient | 
| reator | 


Nobody can doubt, that very particular and per- 
ſonal holineſs was enjoined to believers under the 
Old Teſtament: and can any one, therefore, be- 
5 with either ſenſe or fincerity, that the pri- 
of ſanctiſication (for a privilege of immente 
it moſt — nt can. be more re- 
firamed from believers under the New Teſtament, 
which confirms and diſplays all the abundant grace 
of falvation ſhadowed forth in the Old ?—It is ab- 

ſurd, I had almoſt ſaid graceleſs, to ſuppoſe it. 
Many unguarded expreſſions have been uſed on 
this ſubject even by good men of different ſenti- 
ments; and therefore I have ſtated this matter as 
plainly as I could to you. Remember, the free 
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highly exalted, wich- 


ing an duty 


and of his love to us, within our ſouls. 


0 Bed of . NR. 


Tit. ii. 11. — — | 


nor be now truſting in Chrift, nor be now walking in 


bis Spirit: and, therefore, without holineſs, as a 


grace of the Spirit, no man can have that he 

15 really redeemed by Chriſt, or by the Fa- 

ther. It is not von holineſs wrought in him, but 

wir IT, and conſequently vor wiTHOUT ir, 
that he is bleſſed of God for ever. 


— —y—ę— and if 


you cannot apprehend it now, pray over it again 


and again, fill you can. The Spirit of grace can 
make darkne * any 9 — as he conſtantly 
. doth from day to day, as they are able to bear it, 
before all his 
and aſk for. wi and a right underſtanding in all 
things; and he will teach you the faithful ſecrets of 


in word, even that biddex aj, which none cam 
beſide. | 


3 to parpoſe. 


e. Look up to him in prayer, 


D oo ea 


K. 


dee TT. 
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The firft Branch of the Rule of Holineſs. 


E moral law, or rule of Holineſs, may be 


divided, as God himſelf hath divided it, 
into two branches, or tables. The firſt reſpects our 
duty to Gad, the ſecond to our neighbour. 
I The firſt table is, again, divided into four parts, 
or commands, which we will briefly conſider, and 
likewiſe the others when we come to them, in their 
outward and in their ſpiritual intentions. | 
1. { am JtHovan thy God (in coyenant), & 
thou ſhalt have no other gods before me. | 
The outward ſenſe is; I am the only ſelf. exiſ- 


tent Eſſence, or Being; thou ſhalt have, thou ſhalt 


worſhip, no other, no later, no created gods, or 
the heavenly bodies, either in my ſtead, or in my 
preſence, or in the ſervice of me.” | | 
The inward and further ſenſe is: Thou ſhalt 
know, love, fear, and ſerve me, who am Jehovah, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, in all my facred relations 
to thee of Creator, Redeemer, and Santtifier. Thou 


ſhalt do this, with all thy heart,. with all thy ſoul, 


and with all thy mind; that is, perfectly and un- 
ceaſingly. And thou ſhalt have nothing in thy 


+ heart, or in thy life, or in the whole world, ſet up 
as a rival againſt me.. | 


Is not this our bounden duty ? Is not this our 
reaſonable ſervice ? Is not this commandment, then, 
origi for our good, as well as for Godf's juſt 
glory? ht we not then to follow it? Is it not 
for our intereſt? Is it not for our happineſs? Can 
we allow ourſelves to act, or even to think, con- 
trary to it? And ſhould we not pray for the Holy 


ts 
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4% keep our hearts in the ſame love unto the end? 2 
Who is the chriſtian that can deny theſe things? b 
2. Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any graven image, 

or any likeneſs of any thing, that is in heaven above, n 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water a 
under the earth. Thou fſhait not bow down thyſelf a 
to them, nor ſerve them; for I the Lord thy God am f 

I 


| a jealous God, viſting the iniquity of the fathers 
3 upon the children unto the third and fourth generation 
| of them that hate me: and ſhewing mercy unto thou- 
fands of them that love me, and keep my command- i 
ments. Apo | f | / 
| As the firſt command, in the outward ſenſe, for- 
J bade the worſhip of any thing created; ſo this, in I 
= the ſame ſenſe, forbids the worſhip of any thing t 
J =re can make, by or for ourſelves, like unto thoſe t 
created. For God, being jealous of his undefiled — 
glory, will ſhew the ſeverity of his juſtice againit Fo 
iinners themſelves, and their poſterity too, as in f 
the caſe of our firſt parents, of Ham with his de- 
ſcendants, and of the whole nation of the Jews and 
their poſterity, to this very day ; but will bleſs his { 
people, however numerous, who obſerve his mind 
and will, and who pray to follow it with their 4 
whole heart. . N ; | 
The inward ſenſe of this cominand condemhs all | 
. 9 which God hath not conimanded, 
| but which is framed by man out of his own mind, 
and all ſelf-righteouſneſs, which is a graven and a | 
| brazen image too, ſet up by many againſt the word 
= and righteouſneſs of God, and is as much the mere 
1 work of man, as any idol can be, framed by art or 
man's device, out of a ſtock or ſtone. "Thoſe, who | 
teach for doctrines the commanuments of men, do alfo 1 
tranſgreſs this precept; and, in ſhort, ſo do all 3 
bl - who put their truſt in themſelves; br in any ng 
elſe, of fortune, abilities, power, &c. beſide G 1 
| R | An 
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and thereby. entail upon themſclves, and thoſe who 


belong to them, God's curſe and abandonment. 
And 1s there any thing here, which we ought 
not to obſerve? Or, may we not be humbled and 


| aſhamed, that we have not obſerved the whole 


as we ought? And in the view of our multi- 
lied* breaches of this rule, ſhould we not juitly 
y, „Lord, have mercy upon us miſerable fin- 
o : | | 
3. Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy G 
in vain, for the Lord will not bold guiltleſ; thas taketh 
his name in vain. | * 
| This is a ſhort, but very comprehenſive, com- 
mandment. ,It? outward ſenſe directs, 1. That 
thou ſhalt not lift up the name of Jehovah thy God 


to put it upon an idol. 2. That thou ſhalt not bear 


his holy name in teſtimony to a he. 3. That 
thou ſhalt not take it into thy mouth to uſe it pro- 
fanely or vainly. 'Thoſe, who thus uſe the ſacred 
name, do abuſe it; and God will not efteer: them 


innocent, but call them to account in juſt ſeverity. 


Conſequently, not only the perverſion of God's 


name and truth to heretical opinions and falſe wor- 


hip, but all falſe ſwearing, all ſwearing by the 
creatures, all profane and fooliſh talking about ſa- 
cred things, all irreverent exclamations of © 
God!” «« Q:Lord!”” O Chriſt!” and the like, 
are here altogether forbidden, on pain of the decp 
diſpleaſure.et the Moſt High. | | 

the mward ſenſe, all dead and carnal worihip 
of the true God is here rejected, in which God's 
holy name is uſed without life, or love, or truth, or 
power. All formality in religion is a breach of this 
command;- becauſe it employs the name of God to 
no purpoſe, taking it only in the lips, while the 


- __ 
| heart is far from him. All deadngſs in private du- 


ties, all idle repetitions in any duties, all much. 
E Gn, all profaneneſs of GO 
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name, 
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name, by employing it to — up gaps in diſcourſe; 


and, in ſhort, all worſhip and ſervice of God, which 
rs not carried on in ſpirit and in truth. 
I believe you will find nothing here but what is 


reaſonable and right for us. 1 truſt every chriſtian 


will be ready to ſay; Lord, ſet my heart at liberty, 
that I may run in the w 4 this thy commandment / 
4. Remember the ſabbat -day, to keep it holy, fix 
days ſhalt thou labour and do all thy work [ thou ſhalt 
ſerve and perform all that thou art appointed by 
providence to do]: but the ſeventh day is the ſabbath 
of the Lord thy God: in it thou ſhalt not do any work, 
then, nor thy ſon, nor thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, 
mor thy maid-ſeryant, nor thy cattle, nor the flranger 
that is within thy gates [that is, under thine autho- 
rity ]: for in fix days the Lord made heaven and earth, 


_ the ſea, and all that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh 


day: Wherefore the Lord bleſſed the ſeventh day, and 


hallowed it. 


| The outward ſenſe of this precept relates to the 
commemoration of God's cxEAaT10N in fix days, 
and urges, from the reſt which God ordained in 


heaven when creation ceaſed, the reſt which man, 


in reſpect and gratitude, ought to give to himſelf, 
and to every perſon and creature under his con- 
troul, that he might be prepared for heaven, which 
is anſwering in himſelf the end of his own creation. 


One day in ſeven is wiſely and graciouſly appointed 


as a proper outward acknowledgment to God, 


and a fit ſpace of quietneſs and ceſſation for man 


and beaſt from all labour, both on God's account 
and their own. We are to ſerve our generation in 


the fix days; but, on the ſeventh day, we are to 
look forward in an eſpecial manner beyond the ge- 
nerations of time into eternity. eee 
The inward ſenſe is yet more bright and import- 
ant. God made the world in fix ipaces of time, 
called days; and probably hath ordained 


morial 


the me- 
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morial of this as a ftanding prophecy, that, in ſix 
great ages, or periods, He, to whom @ thouſand 


years is but as one day, will finiſh the great bulineis 


for which the whole creation groaneth and travelleth 
in pain together until now, and then will conſummate 
his church in an everlaſting reſt. In this view, tle 
ſabbath is a celebration of God's end and de/ign, as 
well as beginning and"work, in the creation. And 
it is alſo a token of homage and duty to God the 
Father, to whoſe particular office in the covenant 
of grace this creation is aſcribed. | 
The ordination of the ſabbath was alſo to re- 
mind us of another glorious mercy, even our & 
DEMPTION. Mcſes — of this in the type to the 
Jews. Remember (ſays he) that thou wwaſt a ſervant 
in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought 
thee out thence: through a mighty Band, and by a ftretch- 
ed. aut arm ¶ chat is, not by thy ſtrength, but by his 
own almighty power]: THEREFORE, the Lord ly 
God commanded thee io keep the ſabbath-day. Deut. 
v. 15. It is remarkable, that Pharach and all his 
hoſt were deſtroyed in the morning-watch of that 
very day, which the 1/aelites kept for their ſab- 
bak On that day, therefore, they travelled, and 
not reſted ; and this was to ſhew (according to the 
intention of all earthly ſabbaths) that they were 
moving towards a better reſt and a higher ſabbath. 
There is reaſon alſo to believe, that the ſabbath- 
day was altered from the firſt order of time, on 


purpoſe the more ſignally to commemorate this 


mercy. And we know, it was afterwards altered, 
and daubtleſs by divine inſpiration, to keep up the 
remembrance of a far greater event, of which the- 
Jews' deliverance was only a type; namely, the 
reſurrection of Chriſt, and of our conſequent deli- 
verance from fin and ſatan by him. This ordinance- 
alſo preached to the Jews, and to us through them, 

* | E 3 that. 
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that the Lord having delivered us from the hand 
of our ſpiritual enemies, and brought us into 
iafery by his redemption, we are to ref in this 


mercy ; we are to truſt and confide in it alone, and 
rot in the efforts of our own firength for ſalvation, 
which, in prophetic language, is bearing a burden 


% the ſabbath-day we are to praiſe him for it, by 
ceafing from our on works, becauſe he alſo hath 
ceaſed from his, and per fected for ever them that be- 
lie ve. This is entering (according to the apoſtle) 


into the reſt of faith. Wewhich HAVE BELIEVED 


do enter into RBST. Heb. iv. 3. We have a ſpiritual 


reſt brought now into our ſouls, in which we live; 
and, in this holy reſt, wwe bleſs the Lord for bis 
goodneſs, and - his wonderful works to the chilaren of 
men. And t | 1 
forerunner, of another reſt, which may be named 


is Holy reſt is alſo the anticipation, or 


the moſt holy, and which yet remaineth fer the children 
of God, and into which we ſhall as fureiy be brought, 
as God hath brought us now, by way of pledge or 


token, into this. Here we yraiſe the Leun Na- 


DEEMER, the Son, or ſecond Perſon in the bleſſed 


Trinity, for his office-work in procuring us reſt or 


ſal vation. He is the true Noah, who giveth teſt 
and peace to the new world. Cote 

The ſanctification of the ewventh day (as changed 
by the chriſtian church into the Lord's day) is alſo 
to ſignify to us the completion of the new creation 
in the final SANCTIF1CATION of our fouls by the 
Holy Spirit. Thus faich the Lord: Verihy my ſab- 
baths ye ſhall „* s for it is a fign between me and 
you, throughout all . , that ye may know, that 
{ amthe Lob, that doth SANCTIFY you, or, that 


I, JeHovan, am your SaNCTIFIER. Exod. 


xxxi. 13. To the like import is the text in Ezek. 


xx. 12. 20. None, therefore, can truly keep this 
labbathk, but thoſe whom the Lord hath redeemed _ 
* 8 * þ ad , 5 5 | , 
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ing this pledge of it into their hearts. Thus the 
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the hand of the enemy; and to them it is a ſign, that 
Jehovah is their God, becauſe he hath ſet them 
apart, or ſanctiſed them, for redemption, by bring- 


man that embraceth the ſalvation of God, and 
keepeth the ſabbath in token of it, is called b&/ed, 


by the prophet. Ifa. lvi. 1, 2. So he that keepeth 


it rightly, or turneth away his foot from the ſabbath 
— not bring his obedience to it, of which the 
t is the emblem], not doing bis own works, nor 


5 finding his own pleaſure, nor ſdeaking his own words, 


but delighting himſelf in the Lord ; he ſhall be exalted 
by the Lord above the higheſt of this world, 
and ſhall be fed with the bread of God's children, 
even the bread of life. See Iſa. lviii. 13, 14. This 


ſpiritual ſabbath, then, into which the Holy Spirit 


brings us by faith, turns to us (as I ſaid) for a teſ- 
timony or a ſign, that indeed we are the Lord's, 
and are redeemed from the earth. When we have 


this plage and privilege warm upon our hearts, 


we can praiſe him with a joyful ſpirit, and ſhall 
rot keep the bath like the beats, or like world. 

men, in a mere animal reſt zo our bodies an 

nothing more ; but we ſhall begin, in prelude, the 
joys of that great ſabbath, to which we are paſſing, 
and of which this is only the earneſt or forerunner. 
O what a debt of thankfulneſs is due to the Ho lv 


Se1R1T for bringing the ſenſe of this mercy to our 
hearts, and for thus ſanctifying and preparing us 


for reſt and life eternal ! 3 | 
Thus, my dear child, we praiſe JEHOVAL, 
FATHER, Som, and Holy Gos r, for Creation, 


Redemption, and Sandification, when we truly keep 
the ſabbath in remembrance of his mercy. Our neareſt. 


and deareſt affections, our greateſt powers in life, 


our buſineſs and callings (all fignifigd by our chil- 


dren, fer wants, and /abouring cattle), yea, the very 


E 4. oppoſition | 


ar 
9 ) 


ſcendent bleſſings, which God in his moſt 
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Oppoſition and backwardneſs of our carnal nature, 
that ſtranger awithin our gates, ſhall be devoted, ſhall 


be employed, ſhall be ſubdued, according to the 
mind and will of God. O that you might learn 


thus to read God's holy commandment; and then, 
th forms, you will diſcern the ſubſtance, and, 
through types and ſhadows, the bleſſed things ſigni · 
fied by them. + FE 

To ſpend the earthly ſabbath in devotedneſs to 
God, in reading, in hearing, and in meditating 
upon his word, in public and private ordinances, 
and in mixing faith with all theſe; is a gracions 


mean of preparation for that ref, which yet re- 


maineth for the people of God. That will be a /a6- 
batiſm indeed; one entire, unbroken, everlaſting 


reſt: a reſt of holineſs, perfect holineſs; a reſt of 
peace; ecſtatic, inexpreſſible, peace I could ex- 
patiate, I could dwell with pleaſure, at large, upon 


this ſubject; but the plan of theſe papers forbids 
me.—God give my child a true — — 


things; and then ſhall we, ere long, „together, 


better than we can ly do bers, thoſe tran- 
holy reſt 


hath prepared for them that love him. 
; CHAP. VI. 


| The ſecond Branch of the Rule of Holineſs. 
HIS fecond branch, or table of the moral 
law, relates to our love and duty towards 
our ze;ghbour ; and, like the other, we ſhall find it 
worthy of all obſervation and obedience. Holineſs 
is no burden; but fin is truly ſuch. Holineſs is no 


bondage; bur fin is the worſt ef bondage and ſlavery. 


Holineſs is, indeed, that orderly, that fair and 
equal motion, which conſtitutes Bappingſi, or the 
well flowing of life,” talked of even by * 
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| | hat accompliſhed by none in any true degree, ex- 


, t (through grace) by the chriſtian ; and by him 
1 only umperfefly. Holineſs is liberty of heart and 
1 life, from the n of the world, the fleſh, and 
n the devil; and therefore holineſs is the purſuit and 
I the delight of every true believer. Be ye holy, ſays 
„ the 23 for I amholy. 1 Pet. i. 16. * 
— The firſt command of this table 1s, in order of 
| the two tables, the , and I will therefore con- 
1 ſider it as ſuch. 
8 5. Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
s, map be long upon the land which the Lord thy Gad 
18 Ii verb thee. 1 5 
— The antward precept in theſe words is too plain 
2 to be miſtaken. Our Lord maintains the obligation 
8 of it beyond ſubterfuge or denial. Matt. xv. 3—9. 
of | And his apoſtle calls it rhe fir ft commandment: with 
K promiſe, Eph. vi. 2. meaning, that God had put 
In this the firſt, both in rank and diſtinction, of all. 
ds the other commands in the ſecond table. Many 
i || examples have been ſhewn by God's providence of 
er, great bleſſedneſs, even in the preſent life, to thoſe 
n- wbo have carefully obſerved this falutary rule; and 
eſt many inſtances of his diſpleaſure, and even ven- 


geance, have eminently _— towards thoſe, 
who have dared to live in the tranſgreſſion of. it. 
They, whom God hath appointed, as his repre- 
ſentatives,. to be means for the ſupport and.educa- 
tion of our bodies, have a natural claim to our re- 


ral ſpe and gratitude. . How can we think any duty 
ds too much for the kind and tender friends, who have 
I - borne ſo many cares, and: labours, and. forrows, . 
efs and love, for ourſelves? Nay, are we not rather 
no acting for ourſelves, when we honour them; ſince 
ry. | God hath promiſed us his peculiar bleſſing in it? 
nd They, who, dare ta be diſobedient to parents, are 
the out of the way of God's bleſſing, and are opening 


ns | 3 misfortuge. 
.. 0 | 5 | | 


But, * 
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But, in a further ſenſe, this commandment reaches 
to the duty we owe to all, who afford us protection, 
inſtruction, or ſupport. It enjoins loyalty and obe- 
dience to the King gnd his government. No true 
chriſtian, as ſuch, can be a traitor or rebel. It 
was the glory of the primitive chriſlians, that, for 
' the firit three centuries after Chriſt, notwithſtand- 
ing all manner of provoking outrages, not one was 
puniſhed for ſedition among all © the noble army 
of martyrs.” This precept alſo commands a ſub- 
miſſive reſpect to all our teachers and inſtructors, 
whether ſpiritual or temporal, according to the 

will and word of God. Of courſe, it fo Vids fac- 
tions and diviſions, formed by pride or malice, and 
kept ap for worldly ends and ſuppoſed conveniences. 
It reaches to the common duties of ſervants to their 
maſters; and, in ſhort, to the obligations we all 
_ owe to thoſe, who have any ſort of juſt autho- 
rity over us. In theſe reſpects, <ve ſerve not men, 
| but God; and muſt therefore do his <will from the 
"_ 
6. Thou ſhalt not kill. | 

| 2 is abſolutely forbidden. If man were 
not dreadfully depraved, he could not fall into ſo 
foul and ſhocking a crime, at which our hearts, 
corrupt as nw are, do naturally ſhudder: and God 

hath ever marked it with his particular abhorrence. 
We have many hiſtories of his providence, in diſ- 
covering this. wickedneſs, though never ſo ſecretly 
or ſo long committed, and by means too, either 
the moſt unlikely, or thoſe which the murderers 
had uſed for the very purpoſe of concealing _ 
ſelves. If any /in is ſpecially marked to 


man out in the preſent life, zh:s is the ſin; | de | 


no others can finally be Bid. 
Nations alſo, who raiſe unjuft wars a other 
nations, through ambition or cove 


guilty of all the tivod, perhaps of tens of A 


1 


which may hurtfully 71 another's character; 
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fands, ſhed in the — and may expect that the 
divine vengeance will require it, by ſword, famine, 
or peitilence, of them and their poſterity. The 


love of juſtice is not to be violated by the luſt of 


empire. 

The authors and abettors of all tumults and re- 
bellions, are alſo murderers of the moſt flagrant 
kind, and are under the juſt condemnation both of 
God and man. They are the heads; their follow- 
ers are only the hands, to do the miſchief. 

This command has alfo an inward reach to the 
heart. It forbids all malice and paſſion, which are 
the very principle and ſpring of murder. All ca- 
lumny and detrattion, all evil-ſpeaking and inju- 
rious dealing; every thing, in ſhort, which can 


| Harm another's peace, or property, or reputation, 


are by this precept ſtrictly forbidden. We may, 
indeed, never have put any one to death; but we 


may have put him to torture, which, in ſome caſes, 


is as bad, if not worſe, and may lead directly, though 


lingeringly to it, by incurring an ill fate of health, 


through unjuſt and wicked language or actions. 
If we do thus, we violate the pure rule, and are 


tranſgreſſors. A cut- throat of characters is, among 


perſons of nice integrity, as bad, if not worſe, than 
any other. I have known ſome high profeſſors of 
religion, who have not ſcrupled, by fecret ſtabs and 
ſuggeſtions, to murder moſt foully the reputation of 
others, and have Hot out envenofned arrows, even 
cruel and bitter words. This is verbal aſſaſſination, 


or, rather, it is ſpiritual felony and murder 


againſt God's holy ſtatute. Whoſoever HATETH 
his brother is a MURDERER. But will us regard 
thoſe, who call him Lord, Lord, and yet do not 
the things which he ſays ; but, on the contrary, dare 
to diſobey them? We are to do or ſay nothing, 


unleſs 
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unleſs the concealment of what we know concern- 


ing them may be of particular prejudice, or ma 
| — to other or greater evils; and then —— 


cealment would be a participation of the verbal 
murder, and conſequently, as acceſſaries, or fellow- 
traitors, be a crime in us. In ſhort, this command 


tively ordains benevolence or aſſiſtance to all in 


our power, by ordering us, negatively, to abſtain 
from all cruelty and hardheartedneſs. And I may 


add, that this commandment. alſo reaches to every 


thing, by which a man may murder his own or 


other's bodies, either by gluttony, or other bodily 
acts; or his own and other's ſouls by falſe doctrines 


and wicked principles and opinions. I believe no 


chriſtian, nor indeed any other man, will deny, that 
1 precept is for the general benefit of man- 


7. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 


All outzward acts of laſciviouſneſs are here for- - 


didden, and all the inward luſt from which it ſprings. 
Lewd. books, plays, dances, or converſations, are 
contrary to this commandment. -Every impurity, 
whether of body or mind, is highly tens 

God, and hurtful to men. Chaſtity of thought, word, 
and deed, on the other hand, is as becoming, as it 
is right. Lads ors of God will never dwell iz a 


either body or ſoul for his ſervice. When Chriſt 
comes to his temple, he drives out, and with a whip 
too, if milder means will not ſerve, every dealer in 
defilement : in other words, he will inflict chaſtiſe- 
ment, if neceſſary, within his own people, who are 
his true temple, that they may be c/ean/ed from all 
filthineſs, both of fleſh and ſpirit, perfictiug holineſs in 


| the fear of Gag, 


8. Thou Salt not ſteal. 
projects 


* 


Both all acts ol autward robbery, and all inward 


ve to | 


cage of unclean birds, but purifies, before he uſes, 


we are 
juſt — of our people, if we are maſters. An 


nour and ho 5 — 
account which a foreign author gave of ſome of 
| maar = 
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pon for unjuſt gain, are here equally and ſtrictly 
bidden. Whatever wrongs another is agai 


this law, whether it be in buying for leſs than a 


matter is worth, or ſelling it for more than it is 
worth; whether it be in ſquandering the property, 
or loſing the time belonging to our employers, if 

— or by defrauding or reducing the 


idle perſon alſo is a public robber, a mere drone in 
the hive. A defrauder of the diligent in his labours, 
is by no means a private thief only, but a general 


- bane: and ſuch are all ſmugglers, and encouragers 


of ſmuggling ; for they rob not a few individuals 
only, — the whole ſtate, and do what they can 
to ruin their country. All exactions, im res, 


and colourable pretences, are thievery in the ſame 
ſenſe that forgery is, or any other craft. So if we 


gamble, lend at uſury, or unlawful intereſt, or take 
any ſort of unfair advantages of another's neceſſity; 


we fin _ the rule: and we ſin alſo, if we bor. 
. out 


row without any intentian of returning it, or (what 
is almoſt as bad) without any fair proſpect of it. 


The wicked, and only the wicked, borroweth and 


payeth not again. Among chriſtians, theſe tranſ- 
reflions are, and ought to be, intolerably odious. 
ear what God declares: He that getteth riches, 


| and NOT BY RIGHT, Hall leave them in the midſt 


of his days, and at his end ſhall be a fool. Jer. xvii. 11. 
am ſorry to ſay it, but I ought in truth to ſay it, 


that | have met with high pretenders to religion, 


who have been glaringly deſtitute of common ho- 
=d They put one in mind of the 


his countrymen :—*<* q and 
rogues; but very ſenſible, and very pious. I hope, 


you will learn to ſee, that there can be no true 
| good ſenſe without gentleneſs and integrity; and 


that, 


* FRF. | Ss 
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that, though there may be a decent appearance of 
morality without religion, there can be no real re- 
ligion without the ſtricteſt and moſt entire mora- 
lity. It would indeed be a chriſtian's happineſs to 
be perfect: it is his burden, in the preſent life, 
that he cannot be wholly ſo. A black ſpot is black 
indeed upon a white coat: and to be only white in 
name, but not in nature, 1s to be a laughing-ſtock 
to the world, and a ftumbling-block to thoſe who 
are young in the ways of ſalvation. Verily, profeſs 
what they may, 5UCcH hall have their reward. Even 
as I have ſeen, they that plow iniquity, and ſow wick- 
edueſs, reap the ſame. Job iv. 8. See alſo Gal. vi. 
o 5 5 


9. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy 
_ neighbour. . 
We are to ſpeak the truth, when called upon as 
witneſſes concerning our neighbour, and nothing 
but the truth, and all this from the ground of the 
heart, Every kind of baſe lying, and vile ſlander- 
ing; all wicked diſtinction (which ſome have found 
out) between black lies and white lies ;”” all falſe 
inſinuations, or indirect falſe accuſations ; whether 
by words or by ſigns, by ourſelves or by others; 


are foul violations of this commandment. This 


evil begins in hatred or envy, is carried on with 
diſſimulation and deceit, 'and commonly ends with 
marked injuſtice or ruin. Thus all eceitful workers, 
ſooner or later, deceive and cheat themſelves. Such 
things as theſe, among other enormities, ought not 
to be named among chriſtians, and certainly, therefore, 
ought not to be practiſed by them. Happy and 
honourable for the chriſtian world would it be, if 
this were always the caſe! However, the true 
remnant of Iſrael ſhall not do iniquity, nor ſpeak lies 5 
neither ſhall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth. 
Zeph. iii. 13. . TIE. 
| 10. Thou 


* 
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Tt, till grace ſet him free. | 
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10. Thou ſhalt not cover thy neighbour's houſe, thou 


Malt not covet thyneighboar's wife, nor his man. ſer vant, 
nor his maid-ſervant, nor his ox, nor his aſs, nor any 
thing that is 75 neighbour's. | 

he five foregoing commandments reſpecting 
our neighbour not only forbid all ſorts of injury 


and injuſtice to him, but in fact ordain obedience, 


good-will, fairneſs, and truth in all our dealings 
with mankind, according to the relations they may 
ſeverally bear to us. We are to do unto all men 
as we would, were we in their place, that they 


ſhould do unto us.” This is loving our neighbour 


even as ourſelves; and this charity, © which is the 
bond of peace and of all virtues,” is the very fpirit 


of theſe laws. This grace ſtifles all revenge, and 


kindles all love. It gives, and hath often given, 
a demonſtration of this truth, that to po and to 
SUFFER difficult things—things too difficult. for 


fleſh and blood alone—is the part of a chriſtian. 


This tenth commandment, as it hath been well ob- 


. ſerved, reaches to all ſorts of irregular deſires after 


any thing belonging to others, and to the very be- 
ginnings of thoſe deſires, before they are formed 
into words, and carried forth into deeds. In ſhort, 
it attacks the body of /in, the firſt principle of cor- 

ruption, which ig in our members, and inward 
depravity of our hearts, which hath turned us away 
from dependance upon God to a dependance upon 
the natural things about us, and conſequently to a 
ſinful covetouſneſs and faithleſs eagerneſs to obtain 
them. We covet the creature, becauſe we do not 


truſt in the Creator: and this is the idolatry ov 


covetoufueſs, which oppoſes itſelf to a right faith in 


the true God. And thus UnszLi1ty is the root of 


all our ſinfulneſs and all our fins. It brought man 
into the FALL ; and it binds and impriſons him in 


And, 
o 
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— 
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And, my dear child, which of theſe holy and 
juſt laws have we not broken? Which of them are 
we not prone to break? What can we ſay, reſpect- 
ing the duties of either table? Have we not miſera- 
bly failed in all ?—l nu fay ſo for myſelf; and 1 
may ſay ſo, without breaking charity, for all others. 
Our hearts are all corrupted by the fall of man; 


our ſouls impure; our converſation unholy; our 


lives diſordered. There is no ſceundneſs, no health, 
in any of us now by nature. It is true, that, by 


the care of friends, by the force of good education, 


by the pride of character, or ſhame, or fear of of. 
fence, and even by a greater ſweetneſs and ſoftneſs 
of natural temper in ſome than in others, there are 


| perſons who do vaſtly excel the generality, and are 


really valuable to ſociety in themſelves; but, not- 


withſtanding all this, and let the checks to fin ariſe 
from what earthly motives they may, theſe valuable 


perſons, as well as others, are all guilty before 


| God of breaking his holy law; have all erred and 


ſtrayed from his ways like loſt ſheep; have all 


« followed too much the devices and defires of 


their own hearts; have all left undone thoſe 
things which they ought: to. have done, and done 


_ thoſe things which they ought not to have done ;?” 


and there is no health” in any of them, bein 
all of them miſerable offenders.” When G 
opens their eyes, they confeſs this, as with ore 


mouth; and they feel it deeply and humbly. in 


their hearts, while they confels it. 


You ſee then, my dear, the law has two deſigns. 


from God, ſince our fall. The one is to ſhew the 


purity and uprightneſs ef God, and conſequently - 
man's entire * from it: and the other is to 


diſcover: the abſolute neceflity of a Redeemer. from 


the curſe due to the breach, and the abſolute neceſ- 
| ing 
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ing to the rules laid down in it, which Chriſt him” 


ſelt followed, leaving us an example to iread in his 
2 in order to prove, not that we are to gain 
life by the law or by any obedience of our own, 


but that we are now guickened with Chrift and riſen 


with Chriſt; and therefore, as perſons alive from the 
dead, do delight in the law of Gad according to tbe 
inner man, which is renewed in knowledge, righteouſ- 


| meſs, and true holineſs, after the image of him that 


created him. Thus, by the law, you are, , con- 
demned for your natural and actual fins; and, then, 
by grace, you are brought to Chriſt, and the merit 
of his blood and righteouſneſs, for 12 and juſti- 
fication. After this happy work, of which the Holy 
Spirit (uſing the law and His word inftrumentally 
h it) is the great agent, you are taught 
and enabled to live upon the fulneſs Cbriſi, from 
and through whom, the Spirit proceeds to the ſoul, 
and to whom entirely he again leads up the ſoul, 
that you may walk as becometh his goſpel, and adorn. 


| his doctrine in all things for which end, he hath 


ſet elde s a perfect rule in his law, and a fair 


example in the life of Chriſt. - 


O that you may underſtand theſe things, and 
know them, as grace can teach you! My dear 
child, look up to God for the grace of this Holy 
Spirit. He hath promiſed to give this bleſſing to 
them that aſk him. Pray him to beſtow it upon 
you. I am ſure you need it: and I am as ſure aa 
the Bible can make me, that you ſhall not ſincerely 


aſk and feek in vain. See Luke xi. 13. This Holy 


Spirit will lead and guide you into all the truth of 
z0d. He will make you wiſe in your mind to know 
God and the things of Gad. He will ſtrengthen 
youe heart againſt the fear and the approach of evil. 
e will give you faith, ſtrong faith, increaſin 
faith, in % love of God and of Chriſt, and wi 
witneſs 
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witneſs his own love and preſence to your ſoul. 


He will enable you to ſubdue temptations, to fight 
againſt fin, to reſiſt the devil, to overcome the 


world, and to ſuppreſs the evil defires of the fleſh, 
and of the mind. He will guide you by his counſel 
through life, and then will receive you to his 
glory. O what a friend is this! A friend at all 
times! A friend for ever! Do, my dear child, do 
think of theſe things. Pray over them; pray for 
them: Aſk of God to open your lips, and eſpe- 
cially beſeech him to open your heart. He will be a 
Father to you, when I am gone; and an infinitely 
better father than I can be, while I ſtay with you 
here. He never rejected an hearty, earneſt prayer: 
and he never will reje& ſuch a prayer from you. 


My prayers, ſuch as they are, you have already; 


and if there be any worth or force in a parent's 
bleſſing, my dear child, you have it all. O that 


God may give you as much concern for yourſelf, 


as I have for you; and then, I truſt, it will be 
well with you indeed. It will be a great preſent 
— —— Av " v7 os 


OP 


cs $A ons „ 4 — 72 · wy 8 + 


VUNLLV „ SU ITT yuu ve ne eme cen <u w AUS neaàven: 
it will be our mutual, our unſpeakable happineſs, 
at the lait, to find each other there. h 


CHAP. VII. 
| ; The SACRAMENTS. | 
E word /acrament hath been well defined, or 
explained to be, An outward and viſible 
fign of an inward and ſpiritual 7 
There were two ſacramental inſtitutions under 


the law before Chriſt, circumciſion and facrifice® . 


he” There were ſeveral ſacramental ſigns under the law, ſuch 
as the baptiſm in the cloud and in the ſea, the manna, the rock, 
the flowing river, &c. but they were not ſactamental inſtitu- 


trons, | 


- 


n 
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and there are two now under the goſpel, bapri/m. 
and the ſupper of the Lord. They were all inſtituted. 
by the command of the Son of God. Thoſe under 
the law mean the ſame things as thoſe under the 
goſpel, nearly or in effect; but expreſs them only ö 
in a different way, becauſe of the difference of -4 

times and diſpenſations. | _ RN 


CHAP. VIII. 5 | 


| : | 
| Se Circumciſion. TED 

"THE word ſignifies a cutting round, ot about; and 
F | it was ordered to males (including in them _ 

a the human nature), for a ſign in their fleſh of God's 

4 covenant being upon them, or that they actually 

* profeſſed to belong to him and his church or pou, | 
, 1 It betokeneth, ſpiritually, the cutting roun of | 
4 the heart, and ſo cutting It off from the impurity — 
, and finfulneſs of its evil nature and deſires, or (as | 
4 | the apoſtle James calls it) all flthineſs and ſuperfluity 


arge. Id ws d eg oy . 14 nan with 
is deeds, who is corrupt according to the deceitful 
7. = - an | 
Wen Chriſt, who is the head of the new man, 
or new creation, came, this fign of the cutting off 
the old man was beautifully changed, both to | Pr | 
that it was brought into full view and effect by the 
death of Chriſt as the Head of his people, and alſo 


8 that ſomething better was brought in by him in its 
le | Rs | 

tions, to be repeatedly performed, as circumciſion and [ice | 
ler | were, or to continue through the whole ſtate of the Jewiſh 
*> f church in the ſame manner as in the wilderneſs, though the 
nd | grace fignified by them was to continue indeed through afl 

ages: and, therefore, thoſe figns do not invalidate the aſ- 
ach { ſertion, that there were but two great ſacramentz, properly 
= And peculiarly, under the legal diſpenſation, namely, circum- 
lit u- N ciſion and ſacrifice. : DW ICT = 

a . 
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2 even a new life, or regeneration, from the 


The Jews have kept up the gn to this day, but 


do not underſtand its /en/e. They accordingly have 
rverted (as all carnal minds do) this ſacrament 
intoa mark of bigotry and vational pride ; and, in- 
ſtead of putting off cheir old man by it, have only 
more obſtinately and blindly put him on. The true 
circumciſion is not that of the fleſh, which the apoſ- 
tle reprobates as mere conciſan only, but of the 
| ſpirit. And they therefore are the only true cir- 
cumciſed, who are the truly chriſtian; for theſe 
only wer/hip God in the ſpirit, and rejoice in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and have no confidence in the fleſh. See Rom. 
ii. 23, 29. Phil. iii. 2, 3. | 
'The child after its birth remained ſeven days in 
its natural impurity, in the ſenſe of the law; and 
on the eighth, or renewing day, it was admitted 
into God's covenant by circumciſion; fignifying the 
renewal, which the redeemed ſhould obtain through 
Chrift, who was to change the times and the diſ- 


12. ales alu to make all things neW, and new for 
ever. | 

The impurity of both mother and child, under 
the law, upon the circumſtance of birth, mot 


ſtrongly enforces the doctrine and traduction of 


original fin from the parent to the offspring ; "as 


the ſubſtitution, made in conſequence, exhibits the 


neceſſity of redemption. See Lev. xii. 
CHAP. IX. 


1 the goſpel, preaches 
| nearly to us, what nw declared. to 
the Jews. It is the outward ſign of vp. her 


cation, by putting away the filth of the fleſh, thr * 
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the reſurrection of Chriſt. We are buried with him 


in baptiſm, that is, we become dead to the old man, 
and waſh him and his filth ſpiritually away through 
the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 

Ghoſt : and we, in conlequence, put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs. Thus, if any man be in Chriſt, he is a necu 
creature: old things, that is, the old itate in the old 
Adam, with all its conſequences, are paſſed away :; 
behold, all things are become new. The real chriſtian 
is a new creature in a new world, and redeemed 


| from the earth, or the old one. | 


This is the fignification of the ordinance. But, 
alas! how many uſe it, as the Jews did circumci- 
ſion, only as a matter of form? And about this 
form they will quarrel without end; not regarding 
that, if they have not the thing /iznified, the form, 
or the mode, or the age, or the time, are ſhadows 
without 4 ſubſtance, a cloud without rain, a car- 
caſe without a foul. . 2 55 

I wiſh you ever to remember, that ou baptiſm 

rincipally declared the neceſſity of your being 
ptized into Chrift, and of your putting on Chriſt. 


This means, that you need cleanſing by his blood, 


and covering by his righteouſneſs, that you are to 


de planted into him or united by faith unto him, and 


to receive new and new life continually from him, 
by the power of his Holy Spirit. If your outward 
baptiſm is not followed up by theſe inward effects, 
you are no more truly baptized in God's fight, 
than the carnal Jews were circumciſed truly by the 


mere ſign. As there were and are vaſt multitudes 


of nominal Jews, enemies to God by wicked 
works; ſo there are, and always have „ im- 
menſe numbers of falſe chriſtians, who are as mere 
gentiles, or people of the world, as our fathers were 
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in any country upon earth. F any man have not the 
Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his, And if he does 
not belong to Chriſt, he muſt be conſidered as yet 
in the world, and of the <world. | 


I believe that, without offence, and with much 


truth, I may turn the apoſtle's words, and fay: 
He is not a chriſtian, who is one outwardly ; neither 
is that baptiſm, which is outward in the fleſh. But 
he is a chriſtian, who is one inzvardly: and baptiſm 
is that of the heart, in the ſpirit, and not merely in the 
letter, whoſe praiſe, or anointing, is not of men, but 
of Ged. Rom. 11. 28, 29. | | | 


CHAP. X. 
The Paſs-over. 


MFI HERE were ſeveral kinds of ſacrifices under | 


the law; but the great ſacrifice of the paſs- 


over, as to the leading and general intention, in- 
cludes them all. The offering of the paſchal, or 


paffing-over, lamb, was that whole, of which theſe 
were appointed to expreſs the ſeveral parts and 


theſe parts were ſo appointed, in order to give a 


more diſtindt view of, as well as to exerciſe a more 
particular faith in, the great ſacrament, or thing 
ignified by it, in its ſeveral purpoſes and relations. 
This was the reaſon of the precept in Deut. xvi. 2. 


where the paſs-over is ordered to be ſacrificed of the 


flock and the herd, though none but a lamb without 
blemiſh was properly paſs-over itſelf, They 
were to accompany the ſacrifice of the lamb, and, 
in various ways only, were the fame in effect, and 
ſhewed the ſame thing. It would be too much for 
this brief deſign, — perhaps too much at preſent 
for you, to enter particularly upon all ; and 


therefore I ſhall only ſay, that as the paſs-ovenwas 
given for a typical ſacrifice of deliverance — the 
* ondage 
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bondage of corruption, or from all manner of ſin 
and iniquities, and for all manner of perſons who 
had a right to partake of it; io the other and in- 
ferior ſacrifices were daily or ſpecial remembrances 
of this one, in behalf of particular perſons or par- 
ticular offences: and theſe were ordered the more 
ſtrongly to ſhew forth the particular guilt, or hei- 
nouſneſs, botn of the one and the other. * 8 
- The paſchal lamb was a type of CarisT the 


Laub ſlain: and it was called aſchal, or the paſſing- 


over, becauſe where the blood of it was ſprinkled, 
there Jehovah paſſed over from executing his ven- 
geance, which he was performing upon the ſins 

and finners of the Egyptian: and this was fo done, 
that he might ſhew us, as by a figure, that if the 


blood of Chriſt, who is the true Paſi-over ſacrificed 
for us, be ſprinkled upon us, or (what is the ſame) 


through faith applied to us, we Hall be — 
—_ through 4 Thus the ſaints under he Ol | 
Teſtament made a covenant with God by ſacrifice ; 
and thus, together with the ſaints under the New, 
were ſaved by the blood of the everlaſting covenant in 
Chriſt Jeſus. The ſpiritual intention of all their 
ſacrifices, and conſequently of the ſacrifice of the 
paſs-over including all the reſt, had the ſame inten- 
tion with the blood of Chriſt, which they - 
gured, namely, that God might paſs over the 


[ Ten and covered by the Saviour. As they looked 


reward through the type to the Saviour yet to 
come: ve look back, h another moſt figni- 
ficant emblem, to the ſame Saviour already come. 
To both them and us, he was the Lamb flain from 


in the determinate counſel and foreknowledge of God, 
chat he ſhould be fain for both, as the 4 acl 


of God ; and that, for both, the virtue and gs 


ws Ti 
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the paſchal lamb was not ſlain for the Egyptians z 

ſo * benefits ariſing from the propitiation of the 

lamb of God, are for believers only, excluſive of 

the men of the earth, who live and de without 

faith, and devoted to the world. 

Chriſt was the great object of faith to the antient 
believers in the paſs-over: and the other offerings, 

preſented daily and at other ſet times, were me- 


morials of this one great propitiation and atone- 


ment, that the people ſhould have it almoſt always 
in their view, and particularly upon the moſt ſo- 
lemn occafions. The great day of atonement, with 
all its ritual circumſtances (delineated in Lev. xvi.), 
which occurred on the tenth day of the ſeventh 
month in every year, exhibited (if I may ſo ſpeak) 
a quadruple type of Chriſt, under the forms of the 
High-prieft, the goat made fin, the goat carrying 
| — and the fit man or perſon — God's 5 
pointed time, who conducted him. This was only 
a larger explanation of the great doctrine, con- 


tained in the paſs-over, of the atonement of the 
Son of God for ſin; and this day was the moſt diſ- 


| — of one-half of the year, as the day of 


ver was of the other. The antient believers 


were to learn from both, that Chriſt ſhould one 
day die for them, _—_— to the truth of God 
revealed to them in this holy ſacrament; and they 
themſelves were to live and die in the faith and 
hope of this GREAT MERCY, long before promi/ed 
to the fathers, and to preſent their offerings as 
tokens of their faith and hope, that, in the fulneſs 
of time, the whole ſhould be acccompliſned. 
But the carnal Jews turned this, and all the in- 
ſtitutions which related to it, into an empty, idle 
form. If they only — 2 flain beaſts my the 
Lord contemptuouſly calls ), they thought they 
did enough: and, if fuch could have _— 
cep 


« * 8 
, . ac RS 


SAN cTITIATION. 127 
cepted, they ſeemed content to bring thouſands 
upoa thouſands, with whole river of oil. But not 


having the true oil, the undtion of the Holy One, nor 


the ſalt of the covenant to ſeaſon their ſacrifices with, 
even the , race of life in their fouls; it was aſked 
of them by the Lord, ſpeaking in his prophet, 7o 
what purpoſe is the multitude of your ſacrifices unto me? 
None at all. He was full of them; he /oathed of- 
ferings like theſe. He wanted not to eat bull's fleſh, 
nor to drink the blood of goats. Nay, though they 
were his own inſtitutions, yet, from the carnal and 
faithleſs abuſe made of them, he that Killed an ox, 


- «vas, in God's fight, as if he flew a man be that 


ſacrificed a lamb, as if he cut off a dog's neck 5 he that 


offered an oblation, as if he offered fuine's blood 5 or 


be that burned incenſe, as if he bleſſed an idol.— 
Iſa. Ixvi. 3. | 1 7 5 

I cannot omit one remarkable paſſage of ſcrip- 
ture, which 1s very expreſs on the preſent ſubject, 
It is in Hag. ii. 11—14. The bearing of holy fleſh, 
that is, of the ſacrifice, in a perſon's garment, and 
the touch by that garment upon any other food or 
ſubſtance, vould not render theſe holy but, on the 
other hand, the touch of any perſon, who was him- 
ſelf unclean, by contact with a dead body, would 


communicate his on uncleanneſs to whatever was 


touched by him. This figure preaches a very ſo- 
lemn truth; namely, that it is not bearing about 
with us in an outward profeſſion (as in a garment 
that may cover us) the holy name of Chriſt, or the 
uſing his own orcinance. exhibiting his holy fleſh, 


that will render us and our ſervices truly holy and 


ſanctified before God: but, though is cannot 
render us holy, yet the defilement of a dead body, 
that is, fellowſhip with the world and its ſpiritual 
death, or being dead ourſelves in treſpaſſes and 
ſins, will be futticient enough to make any of us 

| F | and 
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and all that we ſay, or have, or da, unclean and 
offenſive in his fight, Thus it was (as the Lord de. 
clares), with the formaliſts and hypocrites among 
his antient people; they, their works, and their 
offerings, were all polluted before him; becauſe 
they tancied themſelves holy by mere outward at- 
tention to things, which, without reference to the 
thing ſignified, could not make them holy ; while 
they allowed themſelves to practiſe and to com- 
mune with other things, which, they knew well 
enough, were far from the purity of heart and life, 
expected from their holy profeſſion. watt 

* Remember, then, that God is a Spirit, and they 
that worſhip him indeed, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit 


and in truth. They muſt worſhip him in ſpirit, or 


with their mind and ſoul; and in zruth, agreeable 
to the intention and purity of his holy word. 
c HAP. XI. 
The Lord's Supper. 


Hs holy ſolemnity was inſtituted by our 
Lord, for a remembrance of his croſs and 


paſſion. | | 
The ſufferings and death of Chriſt became the 


great propitiation or atonement, to which the paſs- 


over and all the other ſacrifices pointed under the 
law, and to which the Lord's Supper and every 
_ commemoration of it do now point under the goſ- 
pel. The ſacrifices ſhewed, that, without ſhedding 
| of bloed, and the blood which had infinite merit, 


there is no remiſſion of fins: and the ſupper teſtifies, 


by a moſt expreſſive emblem, that Chrift's body, 
broken for our fins and received by faith, is the 
bread of our ſpirituat nouriſhment, and that his 


blood, poured forth and accepted with thankſ- 


giving, is the very life of our ſouls, Whoſe cateth 
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ay Joſh, and drinketb my blood, bath mnerial Efr—bs 


dewelleth in me, and I in him—he that eateth me, 


live by me. | 
Theſe words are ſpirit and _ They are, there- 
fore, only to be ſpiritually underſtood, Chriſt never 
gave his real fleth to be eaten at the ſupper; for 
then bis diſciples would have eaten him before he 
ſuffered, and Judas among the reſt; yea, he would 
have eaten up himſelf. 'The church of Rome, there- 


fore, which ſtrangely maintains this unneceſſary ab- 


ſurdity, has wandered wide from our Lord's pur- 


poſe, which was only to ſh-w us, that we mutt as 


much depend upon him or the life and nouriſh- 
ment ot our ſouls, as we can live upon the outward 
elements of bread and wine for the ſupport of our 
bodies; and thus we are to *© take and eat the 
bread, in remembrance that he died for us, and to 


feed upon him in our hearts by faith with thankſ- 


giving ;”” and to drink of the cup, in token that 


we believe that Chriſt ſpilled his blood or life for 


our fakes; and alſo that we, drinking of that blood 
or life ſo offered by him unto God, do live and 
ſhall live by him for ever. | 


As the Romaniſts have erred, ſo all carnal Pro- 


teſtants err, in their notions of this matter. Some 
of them think it a kind of paſſport or permit, by 


the uſe of which, they may rank themſelves as 
chriſtians here, and enter at laſt into heaven. Some 
fancy I know not what virtue, in the bare reception 
of the ſymbols, upon a ſick or dying bed. Theſe 
do not conſider, that faith in Chrift is the only 


mean of receiving the thing ſignified by this ſacra- 


ment, and that the outward ſymbols were never 
intended to create for any a ſort of plea or right, or 
additional claim, or good work, by which, as from 
ſome hidden virtue in the ſacrament alone, with- 
out relation to or a living faith in what it * 
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they might obtain God's favour and heaven at laſt. 
though their hearts and ſouls are all the while car- 
nal and dead in fin. Such 4% not in the leaft receive 
the ſacrament. No unregenerate perſon can receive 


it: he eats mere bread, and he drinks mere wine; 


but he eats it and drinks it (if grace do not finally 
prevent) to his own contuſion, becauſe he does 


not diſcern the Lord's body, which theſe were in- 


tended to ſhew forth, as the object of faith to true 
believers. *©*© The wicked, and ſuch as are void of 


aà lively faith, though they carnally and viſibly 
reſs with their teeth the ſacrament of the body and 


od of Chriſt, are in no wiſe partakers of Chriſt ; 


but rather, to their condemnation, do eat and drink 


the ſign or ſacrament of fo great a thing.” | 
As the ſacrifices under the law were often, yea, 
daily, preſented, to keep up the conſtant memorial 


of what Chrilt in the paſs-over was to believers, and . 


to ſhew forth, in pictures of blood, his ſufferings and 


death, till he himſelf ſhould come to fulfil all that was 


revealed concerning him and our ſalvation ; ſo the 
frequent receptions of this ſacrament are appointed 
for the ſame end, and that we ſhould have, often 


before our eyes and always within our hearts, an 
affectiqnate remembrance of his love in dying for 
us, and of the neceſſity of our living only upon 


him, that we may never die. Our very prayers and 


praiſes alſo are but the ſtill more frequent references 


to God concerning theſe ſacraments, and the things 


ſignified in them. We touch by faith (as it were) 


the emblems in our minds, and from them appeal 


unto God for the promiſed bleſſing, through the. 


virtue of what they teſtify. Our pravers and praiſes 


otherwiſe are hut dead ſounds, and unacceptable, 


or rather, being faithleſs and wicked, are an abo- 
mination to the Lord. We want theſe frequent ad- 


monitions and memorials, becauſe we are always 


prone 
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precept ujon Frepo, with a large and long ſerviee MN 


things almoſt conſtantly before: their es: Aud 


yet, we know, how ſtran forgot God, 
| and departed from him. We chriſtians have all 


their ſcriptures, and ſome 
and we have found all things accom 
Chriſt, which were written in the law an 


In our moſt ſerious congregations, how happy would 


ſeſſors, as well as profeſſors, of the things of God. 
I ſhould be glad to dwell longer upon this im- 
portant ſubject of the ſacrament of the ſupper ; but 
probably what I have now written may ſerve to af- 
ford you ſome juſt apprehenfion of it. When you 
- are older, I will give you to read ſome further 
thoughts of mine upon this ſubject, which I have 
committed to paper elſewhere. In the mean time, I 
muſt defire you to ponder over, at convenient op- 
portunities, what is here laid before you; and if 
you do not fully apprehend the matter at firſt, have 


I have. read many books, which at firſt were too 
much for me, but afterwards became eaſy enough. 
I ſay this to encourage you. God grant that you 
may proceed in all theſe ſtudies with his divine 
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it be, could we be ſure, that half of them were poſ- 


.. 


| Conſider it again, and aſk for advice and inſtruction. a . 
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eg; and then they will turn out at laſt to good! 
©- account. . You will in that caſe never repent of 

vaur labour, nor I of mine. | 

CHAP. XII. 
Conclufion. 

| E have now gone through a ſhort ſketch of 

| CaBATrION, REDEMPTION, and Sax c- 

TIFICATION, as begun, carried on, and ended, by 

the three perſons in the divine Trinity; or IEHO- 

VAH, Far HER, Son, and HoLyY Gos r, the one 

only living and true God, by whom are all things, 
and to whom are all things. 1 pray this great and 
| ſovereign Loa p to bleſs and ſanctify your underſtand- 

ing by God the Holy Spirit, that you may know, 

. truly and experimentally, the redemption of God the 
Son, and at length be led to the happy end of your 

creation by God the Father. You will then under. 

' ſtand the theory or plan of true religion; you will 

then have obtained neceſſary learning and know- 

ledge; you will then be brought into the ways of 

real wiſdom and happineſs, the end of which is fal- 
vation for ever. | | 

Finally, my dear child, whatſoever things are true, 

whatſoever things are honeſt, or becoming, h - 
ever things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, æubat- 
foever things are lovely, whatſoever things are of good 
report ; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praiſe, think an theſe things. Thoſe things which zou 
have both learned, and received, and heard, and ſeen 
in me, do; and the God of 63 be with you ! Amen. 
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